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Curriculum Proposal—THEA 483/583: Musical Theatre History

A. Course Outline

Course Description: This course examines the history of the American Musical
Theatre from its roots in European traditions of the 19" century, to its “birth” in
1866, through its development in the early 20" century, and it's maturity from the
1940s to the present. Composers, lyricists, librettists and musical theatre artists,
including influential performers, directors and choreographers, will be discussed
and their contribution to the art form will be evaluated.

Course content: Students will be exposed to an historical survey that will touch
upon all important developments and names in the American Musical Theatre by
the use of primary (texts, pictures and cast recordings, both aural and visual) and
secondary (recreations of work not captured in their original form) source
materials. While the course will examine such material in a chronological
fashion, the aesthetics and theory of the genre will also be explored with
particular attention to the very divergent genres inherent in one stylistic umbrella.

Assessment: Students will be evaluated on their understanding and critical
comprehension of material presented. Assessment activities will include:

1. In class discussions

2. Quizzes

3. Written analysis papers

4. Outside of class research projects

5. Examinations that include objective facts, critical analysis as well as

aural identification

B. Student Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:
* identify all major movements and personalities involved with the creation
and shaping of the American Musical Theatre
« critically analyze elements of the genre by deconstructive analysis of
music, lyrics and libretti
* visually identify important personalities and productions
- aurally identify the differing styles of major musical theatre composers
« recognize the elements needed to produce quality musical theatre as
demonstrated by historical successes and failures
« trace the development of musical theatre within its historical context

C. Resources Required
Classroom space
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D. Staffing
This course can be covered with our current staffing plan.

E. Added Expectations at the graduate level
In addition to the above, graduate students will be expected to
* lead critical discussions
« demonstrate a higher critical understanding of the material
presented through class participation and on examinations
+ explore topics introduced in class in a more self-directed and
thorough manner outside of class, resulting in both written work and
presentations to the class



