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a. Course Outline
WOST 225: Introduction to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Studies
Department of Women’s Studies

Bulletin description

This course introduces students to the study of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
communities and identities. We will explore the social and historical construction of LGBT
identities as they vary across ethnic, class, and gender lines.

Student learning outcomes

1. To develop an understanding of the social, political, and historical construction of LGBT
identities.

2. To become familiar with theories of studying sexualities across differences based on class,
ethnicity, and gender.

3. To develop an understanding of the role of LGBT cultures and communities in
contemporary social life.

4. To explore topics and institutions such as language, law, the workplace, media, and
culture as sites for both oppression and empowerment.

Required readings

1. Richardson, Diane and Steven Seidman. Handbook of Lesbian and Gay Studies (Sage, 2002).
2. Lorde, Audre. Zami: A New Spelling of My Name (Crossing, 1983).

3. Susan Raffo. Queerly Classed: Gay Men and Lesbians Write About Class (South End, 1997).
4. Additional readings placed on e-reserve.

Assignments

1. Journal: Claims & Strikes. Each week, you will submit a 1-2 page (350-500 words) journal
discussing the claims made by the authors of our readings and how the readings strike you.
50 points.

2. Social Movement Paper. Every student will complete one paper analyzing two or more
social movement organizations that represent LGBT rights or social change. At least one
organization you select must address transgender issues, and at least one organization must
be located outside of the United States. The paper will be written in stages: topic selection,
bibliography, first draft, final draft. Guidelines for the paper will be distributed in advance
of first due date. 50 points.

3. Midterm and Final Exams. All students will complete a midterm and final exam on
material covered in the course. 40 points each.

4. Class participation. Participation in discussion and activities is required. 20 points.
Schedule (subject to change with appropriate notice):
Week 1: Introduction and overview

Week 2: Terms & historical context




Readings: Richardson & Seidman Chs. Intro-2

Weeks 3-4: Social construction of sexuality
Readings: Richardson & Seidman Chs. 3-6

Weeks 5-6: Identity and community
Readings: Richardson & Seidman Chs. 7-9

Week 7-8: Invisibility & marginalization
Readings: Richardson & Seidman Chs. 10-13

Midterm exam

Weeks 9-11: Institutions: medicine, law, education, religion, workplace, media, family
Readings: Richardson & Seidman Chs. 14-19, 21

Weeks 12-13: Intersecting identities: ethnicity, gender, class
Reading: Lorde

Weeks 13-14: Socioeconomics of LGBT identity
Reading: Raffo

Week 15: Final paper presentation

Final exam

b. Student learning outcomes

1. To develop an understanding of the social, political, and historical construction of LGBT
identities. Corresponds to the outcomes stated in general education category 7 and CD-Core.
2. To become familiar with theories of studying sexualities across differences based on class,
ethnicity, and gender. Corresponds to the outcomes stated in gen ed category 5 and CD-Core.
3. To develop an understanding of the role of LGBT cultures and communities in
contemporary social life. Corresponds to the outcomes stated in gen ed category 7 and CD-
Core.

4. To explore topics and institutions such as language, law, the workplace, media, and
culture as sites for both oppression and empowerment. Corresponds to the outcomes stated
in gen ed category 5 and CD-Core.

c. Resources required to offer and support this course: No additional resources required.

d. Description of how teaching this course will affect departmental staffing
This course will be taught by existing departmental faculty with expertise in the field

e.N/A




General Education Course: Proposed Categories

General education category 5, History and the social and behavioral sciences

Objective (a): Students will be able to employ the methods and data that historians and social
and behavioral scientists use to investigate the human condition.

» This course will be taught by instructors with social sciences training; will be grounded in
historical and social scientific literature and methodology; and will draw readings from
history, sociology, psychology, and anthropology, as well as interdisciplinary fields such as
ethnic studies;

* The social movements paper assignment will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (b): Students will be able to examine social institutions and processes across a range
of historical periods and cultures.

« This course will include a long section examining the implications of LGBT identities on a
variety of social institutions;

o This course will include numerous readings and lectures on the historical construction of
LGBT lives, identities, and cultures;

s The journal assignment will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (c): Students will be able to use and critique explanatory systems or theories.
e This course will familiarize students with a variety of theoretical approaches to the study of
LGBT identities;

e The midterm examination will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (d): Students will be able to develop and communicate alternative explanations or
solutions for contemporary social issues.

e This course will empower students to apply such theories to their observations of the world
around them;

o Students will conduct their own research on social change work in the area of LGBT
identities and communities;

» The social movements paper and class participation will assess student learning in this
objective.

General education category 7, Human diversity

Objective (a): Students will be able to understand the development and the changing
meanings of group identities in the United States.

* This course will focus on one particular group —LGBT people;

s In addition, significant attention will be paid to the intersection of LGBT identity with other
categories of identity, such as ethnicity, age, race, and class;

e The journal assignment will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (b): Students will be able to demonstrate an awareness of the individual and
institutional dynamics of unequal power relations between groups in contemporary society.




e This course focus heavily on the history and current practice of discrimination against and
marginalization of LBGT people, as practiced by individuals and institutions;

e LGBT identities, as they intersect with other disempowered identities (such as race and
class) will be analyzed;

¢ The final examination will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (c): Students will be able to analyze and evaluate their own attitudes, behaviors,
concepts, and beliefs regarding diversity, racism, and bigotry.

¢ Student reflection on their own upbringing, beliefs, and attitudes will be encouraged
formally and informally throughout the course;

* Both the individual and institutional dimensions of LGBT diversity will be examined;

* The journal assignment will assess student learning in this objective.

Objective (d): Students will be able to describe and discuss the experience and contributions
(political, social, economic, artistic, humanistic, etc.) of the many groups that shape American
society and culture, in particular those groups who have suffered discrimination and
exclusion.

» This course will pay considerable attention to the experiences of LGBT people, the creation
of academic LGBT studies, and the formation of LGBT movements, communities, and
institutions;

e This course will pay attention to the major contributions of LGBT people, and will further
examine the reasons for the general lack of acknowledgement of such contributions through
silencing, closeting, and marginalization;

* The social movement paper and journal assignments will assess student learning in this
objective.

Objective (e): Students will be able to demonstrate communication skills necessary for living
and working effectively in a society with great population diversity.

* The class environment will give students experience talking about LGBT people and issues
in ways that convey respect for human diversity;

¢ The interplay between language and oppression —including hate speech, intolerance, and
the reclaiming of negative terms —will be explored;

* The journal and class participation assignments will assess student learning in this
objective.

Cultural diversity core course

* Because 100% of this course (must be at least 75%) will be devoted to topics of race, gender,
sexual orientation, and class, as they occur in United States society, this course fulfills the
requirements for a Cultural Diversity Core course;

 All writing and exam assignments (paper, journals, midterm, and final) and class
participation requirement will address the interrelated topics of race, gender, sexual
orientation, and class, and will be used to assess student learning of these topics.




Tue, Feb 14, 2006 9:59 AM

Subject: RE: Intro to LGBT Studies proposal

Date: Monday, February 13, 2006 1:49 PM

From: Vassar, Steven L <steven.vassar@mnsu.edu>
To: "Bevacqua, Maria R" <maria.bevacqua@mnsu.edu>
Conversation: Intro to LGBT Studies proposal

Maria:
Yes, | agree with Dennis. The course should be a valuable addition to the curriculum and does not
significantly overlap with our Human Sexuality course.

Steve

* From: Bevacqua, Maria R
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2006 11:15 AM
To: Waskul, Dennis D; Vassar, Steven L
Subject: Re: Intro to LGBT Studies proposal

Thank you, Dennis. I agree that the overlap is desirable —can you imagine having only one
course on campus that dealt with gender, for example?

Steve, does Dennis’ evaluation reflect yours?

Thanks,
Maria

On 2/11/06 3:04 PM, "Waskul, Dennis D" <dennis.waskul@mnsu.edu> wrote:

There is some overlap, butin desireable and complimentary ways. Queer studies is
a subjectin its own right, and 1 do NOT give these subjects the attention they deserve.
| sincerely welcome this course and recommend it highly.

Dennis

From: Bevacqua, Maria R

Sent: Thu 2/9/2006 5:33 PM

To: Vassar, Steven L

Cc: Waskul, Dennis D

Subject: Intro to LGBT Studies proposal

Dear Steve:
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Women'’s Studies will be submitting the attached proposed course to the curriculum
committee next week. We see this as a course that complements, but does not overlap

significantly with, Human Sexuality (SOC 209).

The short description of the course states, “This course introduces students to the study
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender communities and identities. We will explore
the social and historical construction of LGBT identities as they vary across ethnic, class,

and gender lines.”

If you are in agreement, would you please send me a memo or reply email indicating
that you do not see significant overlap between SOC 209 and the proposed course?

Thanks, and let me know if you have any questions.

Cheers,
Maria

Maria Bevacqua, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Women's Studies
109 Morris Hall

Minnesota State University
Mankato, Minn. 56001 USA
phone (507) 389-5025

fax (507) 389-6377
maria.bevacqua@mnsu.edu
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