
Sabbatical Leave Application:

A. Purpose

The purpose of the sabbatical leave is to complete a book that Dr.
'Jegan over a year ago. The title of the book is "Talking -te-with People

with Disabilities." The audience for the book is the general public including people in
service industries, education, and allied health. Our focus is facilitating quality
interactions among people with and without disabilities. It is our contention that
speakers without disabilities would be more likely to approach individuals with
disabilities if they were aware of strategies that are likely to result in positive
interactions. Whenever possible, the recommended strategies will be based on
empirical research.

We have made limited progress on the book primarily because of distractions
associated with my responsibilities as Department Chair which ended in July 2000.
Between now and January 2002, I intend to complete the introductory chapters and
the chapter concerned with cultural views about disabilities. In addition, I plan to have
collected the background information about the disabilities that will form the basis for
several "How To" chapters in the book.

B. Description of Professional Activities for Sabbatical:

(I would like to point out that I used a similar strategy to the one outlined below
for my previous sabbatical which resulted in the book Prosody Management of
Communication Disorders. )

As previously noted, ~nd I will have some of the basics of the book
completed prior to the beginning of the sabbatical. However, because I am in the
communication disorders profession, the task of reviewing the literature pertaining to
effective communication with people with disabilities will, for the most part, fall to me.

also be responsible for select chapters (e.g., those related to
psychological problems because of his background in counseling); however, his
contributions are not the focus of the sabbatical and my objectives. I will not, therefore,
be referring to his responsibilities for the remainder for this application.

The literature review will form the basis for the "How To" chapters and the
organizing and writing of these chapters will be the focus of the sabbatical. I will also
write the chapter on cultural and historical views about disability during the sabbatical.
The timeline devotes considerable time to editing because (1) of the collaborative




