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ÉCreating Significant Learning Experiences 
by L. Dee Fink

¸Initial Phase

ÇBuilding strong components

¸Intermediate Phase

ÇAssembling the components

¸Final Phase

ÇTaking care of details



ÉCreate a structure for organizing  
courses that:
¸Integrated standards and outcomes

¸Engaged students in learning

¸Assessed outcomes

¸Provided effective feedback

ÉCreate a structure for organizing  
courses that encouraged:
¸Effective planning and preparation

¸Professional reflection and growth



ÉWhere am I?

ÉWhere do I want to go?

ÉHow will my students and I know if we 

get there?

ÉHow am I going to get there?

ÉWhat resources do I have?



Learning Goals Assessment Learning Activity

Discuss the potential impact of 

genetics, infectious, and 

biological influences on 

Developmental Delays

1. Group presentation

2.  Create a document that 

includes information on the 

genetic, infectious, and 

biological causes of mental 

retardation. Information must 

include:  a definition of the 

condition, a description of why 

it is or can be a cause of 

mental retardation, and 

common characteristics or 

common traits of those with 

the condition.  Please create 

one page for each of the 

categories.  However, you may 

organize the information on 

each page in a manner that is 

useful to you.  Be sure to cite 

your sources of information.  All 

materials should be 

professional in appearance. 

Sign up for a topic (3 people per 

group)

Prepare a 20 minute presentation 

that:

ÅTells us what this condition is

ÅTells us why it is or can be a cause 

of MR

ÅCharacteristics or common traits 

of the condition

ÅCite your sources of information

1. Hydrocephalus/microcephaly/

hypoxia

2. Phenylketonuria/Tay -Sachs/ 

galactosemia

3. Down Syndrome/Fragile X 

Syndrome/ Prader -Willi

4. Rubella, syphilis/meningitis

5. Drugs/lead

6. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

7. Poverty



ÉWhat are the major topics of this 

course?

ÉWhat will my students need to do?

ÉHow will the instructional and 

learning activities be integrated?



Date Topic Reading Activity

2/4/08 Developmental Delays:  

Definition, 

characteristics, 

distinctions between 

mild and severe

Chapter 1, pages 14 -21

Chapter 2

1. Choose a card and

find the mate to it. 

2. Take a minute to 

decide what the 

title of your Droodle 

card might be.  

There are no wrong 

answers!

3. Your task: Find as 

many definitions of 

mental retardation 

or developmental 

cognitive disability 

as you can.

4. Bring them back to 

class to share and 

be ready to pick 

them apart at 10:45.

5. You may use your 

text and any other 

resources available 

to you.



ÉHow will I grade?

ÉWhat could go wrong?

ÉWrite the syllabus.
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