
Online Blogging in a Public Domain 
 
Course name: Cultural Psychology (Psyc 458/558) 
 
1. Structure of the course 
 
2. The nature of the blogging assignment 

a. Why did I try to incorporate blogging into my course?  
b. What purpose did I think it would serve?  
c. Why public forum and not a private, closed one? 
d. How was student participation evaluated? (See Online Discussion Rubric 

the last page) 
 
Sample of online discussion: http://geographyofthought.blogspot.com/2006/11/costs-and-
benefits-of-habits-of.html#links
 

3. Questions that I had for the students at the end of this process. 
a. To what extent do you think the instructor should participate in online 

discussions with the students? (on a scale of 1 to 5 with 3 indicating that 
instructor should participate half as much as students do). 
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b. What are some thoughts on the assignment? (open-ended) 
c. Would you suggest continuing such an assignment for future students of 

this class? (open-ended) 
d. What would you change about this assignment? (open-ended) 

 
Some common responses to the open-ended questions: 

• Most common response.  
o Overall, it was a good assignmen and should continue in the futuret, but 

the discussions should be brought into the classroom as well. 
• Other responses  

o “It was better than expected but a lot of people got side-tracked and didn’t 
stick to responding to the discussion questions” 

o “The blogging gave a chance for the [quiet] students to participate.” 
o “Somewhat hard to participate frequently because others have already 

said what I wanted to say.” 
o “Posting a blog once a day is difficult, given how much thought must go 

into each response.” 
o “Future students should have to blog because I had to.” 
o “Don’t make it public, but then it would not be a blog now would it?” 

http://geographyofthought.blogspot.com/2006/11/costs-and-benefits-of-habits-of.html#links
http://geographyofthought.blogspot.com/2006/11/costs-and-benefits-of-habits-of.html#links


o “I would recommend it for future students because it gets you to read the 
book and focus on the main points.” 

o “The pace is too fast and doesn’t give me time to digest the reading and 
formulate a thoughtful reaction.” 

o “I was confused as to what I was supposed to do.”  
 
Recommendation for the future 

• Continue blogging assignment but include an in-class discussion component as 
well.  

• Instructor should post blogs at least half as often as the students do. 
• Change the expectation of posting one blog a day to posting at least one blog per 

discussion topic. 
 
Elicit other recommendations from CETL group 

• Should I continue with the public forum or should I make it closed and private? (I 
am inclined to keep it public) 

• Should I tailor the assignment to those who are slower at digesting the reading 
materials? 

• How specifically should I bring the blogging discussion into the classroom?  
Should I just start by asking the same discussion questions that I did in the blog 
and summarize people’s responses to those questions? 



 


