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July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007
College Mission

The College of Arts and Humanities cultivates the appreciation and practice of forms of creative, intellectual, and cultural expression, the understanding of values and issues raised by those forms of expression, and the ability to think critically and to communicate effectively.

Reporting on College Goal Statements
Our achievements each year are related to our College Goal Statements (numbered in bold below).  We are briefly reporting on progress made during this past year (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007). 

1.  To offer quality undergraduate and graduate programs that engage students in effective learning communities and prepare students for professional careers or advanced study.

The Speech Communication Department offers two tracks for undergraduate majors: a Bachelor of Science (BS)  and a Bachelor of Arts (BA). The primary distinction between the BS and the BA is the modern language requirement for the BA. The Department also offers a comprehensive major in cooperation with the English Department. The joint major is in Communication Arts and Literature (CAL). The Department has approximately 75-100 majors in the BA/BS program and 35-50 in the CAL program. The department offers 18  upper-level courses which is approximately 60% of our total offerings (n = 30).  

The Speech Communication Department offers four tracks for graduate students: a Master of Science (internship), a Master of Arts (alternate plan paper), a Master of Arts (thesis) and a Master of Fine Arts (thesis). The Department has approximately 25 students in the graduate program. The Department routinely offers 10 courses at the 500-level and 9 courses at the 600-level.
2.   To offer general education courses that encourage students to acquire disciplined habits of critical thinking and creative expression, thus enabling students to make and communicate enlightened judgments.
The Speech Communication Department offered approximately 125 sections (serving more than 3,000 students) of general education courses. The number of general education sections offered is comparable to previous years. All our general education courses involve preparing students to appropriately and effectively engage in strong communication practices in their personal, public, and professional lives.
3.  To promote creative and scholarly expression through exhibitions, performances, lectures, and discussions that will engage the campus and the general public in the arts and humanities.

The Speech Communication Department sponsored the “Community Voices” series, sponsored more than 1,500 competitive speaking opportunities, sponsored public performances by the debate and individual-events teams, participated in open forum discussions related to civil liberties, sponsored the Relay for Life, hosted a national speech tournament (AFA-NIET) on the MSU campus, sponsored the Gender Museum through the Gender Communication course, and sponsored the 2nd annual Communication Day in February. A full list of activities is available online at http://www.mnsu.edu/spcomm/news/ 
4.  To offer students opportunities to engage in meaningful practice within their disciplines.

The Speech Communication Department provided multiple opportunities for students to engage in meaningful practices. Approximately one-fourth of all majors have internships and/or teaching internships. The Department sponsored more than 1,500 competitive public speaking and debate presentations. The Department sponsored two URC presentations, three URC Journal submissions in review, six CTAM student presentations, 14 regional/national student presentations, and a campus-wide public performance. A full list of opportunities is available online at http://www.mnsu.edu/spcomm/news/
5.  To engage in scholarship, research, and creative activity—using appropriate technologies—that will contribute to faculty development and to the professions and society.

The Speech Communication Department published 5 articles, participated in 51 conference presentations, participated in 14 public presentations, and received 15 grants to support research and creative activity in the Department. All faculty members in the department were involved in at least one scholarly activity during the academic year.
6.  To provide advising and support services that will aid students in academic and career planning. 

The Speech Communication Department provided regular advising of undergraduate and graduate students; provided advising and support for university, state, regional, and national research projects, presentations, and publications. The Speech Communication Department had a significant number of students involved in research presentations, projects, publications and master’s-level capstone projects. The Speech Communication Department has developed a strong link with the MSU Career Development Center which now provides regular presentations in many of our classes. The Speech Communication Department hosted its 2nd annual Communication Career Day in February 2007. The Department had 10 graduate students earn their master’s degree. The Department had one graduate student admitted to a doctoral program at Florida State University, and undergraduates admitted to master’s programs at MSU, South Dakota State, and Ball State.
7.  To encourage students to be lifelong learners who recognize the interrelatedness of all knowledge in a diverse, global society.

The Speech Communication has focused on recruitment of persons of diversity. The result is an increase of such students applying for and being admitted to your graduate programs. Forensics has been successful in recruiting and retaining students who meet both cultural diversity and affirmative action standards. The department recruited a number of minority graduate teaching assistants for the 2006-07 academic year. All minority students were retained for the 2007-08 academic year.

Any final or summary comment on accomplishments of the department during this past year regarding the mission statement at the beginning of this document:
Our Department’s highlight for 2005-06 is framed by the terms Grants and Awards, and includes the following:

· Dr. Leah White, assistant professor in Speech Communication, has received an MSU Faculty Improvement Grant (FIG) to attend the Pedagogy and Theatre of the Oppressed Three-Day "Forum Joker" workshop with Augusto Boal and Julian Boal. 
· Dr. Kristen Cvancara, assistant professor in Speech Communication, has been awarded a 2007 Summer Research Grant. 2007 is the first year for the Summer Research Grants at MSU. According to the Research and Sponsored Programs website, the $5,000 Summer Research Grant "supports the dissemination of faculty research, scholarship, and creative accomplishments by providing funding for summer projects that demonstrate a high probability of publication, exhibition, or performance. These grants, which are funded by the College of Graduate Studies and Research upon the recommendation of the Faculty Research Committee, support the dissemination of faculty research in all disciplines, including basic, applied, and pedagogical research and creative projects" (http://grad.mnsu.edu/research/frg/docs/summergrants.pdf).

· Dr. Cvancara has been recognized by the Sisters of Sigma, Sigma, Sigma Sorority as making a positive impact on a student's (sister's) college career

· Desiree Rowe (MA, 2005) is the recipient of The AFA-NIET Outstanding New Forensics Coach Award. The criteria used by the NIET Outstanding New Forensics Coach Award Committee in making its recommendation are: (1) a graduate student, assistant coach or team director of an AFA-NIET affiliated team who is in his/her first five years of coaching; (2) leadership in innovations in forensics; (3) qualities as a forensic educator.

· Dr. Nanette Johnson-Curiskis is an inductee into the Redwood Valley Public Schools Alumni Hall of Fame for 2007. The Redwood Valley Hall of Fame is designed to recognize alumni, former school staff members or community members from Belview, Morton, or Redwood Falls who have made a significant difference in the lives of others. The Alumni category recognizes distinguished achievement among those individuals who have attended Belview, Morton, or Redwood Falls school districts. Dr. Johnson-Curiskis graduated from Redwood Falls High School in 1966. Dr. Johnson-Curiskis will be recognized at a banquet in May.  Her portrait will be engraved on the school’s marble “Wall of Fame.” Dr. Johnson-Curiskis was nominated by the wife of her high-school math teacher and her former principal. The nomination was supported by two of her classmates.

· Emily Kofoed, a senior on the MSU Maverick Forensics team has been selected to the 2007 AFA-NIET All-American Team. In order to be named to the team, individuals are selected  based on three criteria: (1) scholastic achievement, (2) AFA-NIET forensic participation, and (3) community service. Only 17 individuals from across the country were selected for the 2007 NIET All-American Team. Kofoed joins four MSU alums as an NIET All-American including Matthew Collie (2006), Heather Jean Kaiser (2004), Chad Kuyper (2003), and Seth Michael Smith (2001).

· Dr. Kristen Treinen, assistant professor in Speech Communication, is the 2007 recipient of the Central States Communication Association “Outstanding New Teacher Award.” The award recognizes faculty who in the first 5 years of full-time teaching have made an outstanding contribution to the discipline.

· Lynn Kuechle (MA candidate in Speech Communication) has been notified she is the recipient of a 2007 President's Commission on the Status of Women Project of the Year Award. The project is research from a feminist perspective and focuses on how motherhood has become filled with unrealistic stereotypes and outdated ideology. The project will culminate in a scripted reading of a compilation of stories collected from mothers through in-depth interviewing. The reading is scheduled for April 30, 7–9 pm, Ostrander Auditorium. All are welcome to attend. Free admission.

· The President's Commission on the Status of Women, the Women's Center, and the Panhellenic Association have announced Kathy Steiner (administrative assistant in the Speech Communication Department), Lou Eckert (instructor in Speech Communication), and Danielle Holbrook (2nd-yr MA student in Speech Communication) will be recognized as Women of Courage and Vision as part of Women's History Month 2007. Kathy, Lou and Danielle will be recognized at a ceremony on Thursday, March 29, 2007 from 4:00 pm- 5:00 pm in the Centennial Student Union Ballroom.

· Dr. Nan Johnson Curiskis and Dr. Kristen Cvancara have received CETL (Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning) grants for Spring 2007. Dr. Johnson-Curiskis' project is titled: Online Small Group Communication; Dr. Cvancara's project is titled: Designing a Team-based Research Methods Course.

· Dr. Warren Sandmann and Professor James Dimock have been selected as Teacher-Scholar Fellows for Summer 2006. Dr. Sandmann's project is titled: Instructional Communication: Developing the Textbook and Creating the Class; Prof. Dimock's project is titled: Creating an MSU Student-Run Summer Workshop for Regional Forensics Students. 

· Dr. Kristen Treinen, Prof. James Dimock and Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills have received a joint IPESL (Initiative to Promote Excellence in Student Learning) grant for Spring 2007. The title of the project is: Infusing Critical Thinking Throughout SPEE 100: Fundamentals of Speech Communication. 

· Christa Brown has received a $2,500 Faculty Improvement Grant. The grant will pay for coursework Christa is taking toward completion of her Ph.D. in Communicaton Studies at Regent University.

· Josh Randall and David Brennan have received a grant to support their research from the Undergraduate Research Conference. The URC committee writes:
"We are very pleased to inform you that your Undergraduate Research Conference (URC) Application for Project Support, "An ethical Debate: Measuring Truthiness In Parlimentary Debate" was selected to receive funding. You have been awarded a Small grant of $500 to be used for project supplies. Congratulations!"

· Two theses from the college were nominated for the MAGS thesis competition, James Dimock’s The Place of Parliamentary Debate in a Pedagogy of Argumentation (chair, Dr. Leah White, Speech Communications), and Jennifer Renier’s The Land as Feminine in O. E. Rolvaag’s Giants in the Earth (chair, Dr. Donald Larsson, English).  The review committee, Donna Casella from English and David Engen from Speech Communications, found both theses to be exceptionally good work.  They recommended that James Dimock’s thesis be forwarded to the Graduate Committee as the nomination from Arts and Humanities.
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