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Researching the Communication Arts
The First Annual Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha 
Student Research Conference
Hosted by The University of Alabama’s Chapter of DSR-TKA 
March 13-14, 2010 

Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha is the oldest academic Honor Society dedicated to recognizing the academic and skill development of students of public communication.  Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha (“Oratory, the key to power” and "Honor for merit") and exists to promote interest in and to award suitable recognition for excellence in forensics and original speaking, as well as to foster an appreciation of freedom of speech as a vital element of democracy.  
At this conference we will provide graduate and undergraduate students from any degree field with the opportunity to enhance awareness and involvement in communication research.  Graduate Students and undergraduates with a junior or senior designation are encouraged to submit their proposals.  The goals of this conference are to 
· Encourage academic examination of public communication with a focus on competitive communication 
· Develop the research and writing skills of students of communication 
· Further dialogue about the power and responsibility of public rhetoric and rhetoricians 
To that end we are seeking proposals in five topic areas: 
1. Nurturing Innovation in University-sponsored Public Address Activities 
2. Ethical Issues in Competitive Forensics 
3. Gender and Social Identity in Public Discourse 
4. Re-imagining the Forensics Activity
5. The Art of Teaching/Coaching Communication

Panels:
 Accepted papers will be assigned to Panels covering one of the five topic areas identified for the Conference.  Each Panel will be 90 minutes in length and will consist of 4 to 5 presenters.  Each presenter will have a total of 15 minutes for their presentation.  The remaining time will be devoted to a question and answer period.
· Students presenting are required to remain in their session during the entire hour.
· A moderator will introduce the presenter and keep time during each session. 
· One award for Outstanding Paper will be awarded in each topic area.

Registration Fee:
There is a $50 registration fee per person attending the conference.
Registration will take place on Friday evening, March 12 from 7:00-9:00pm on UA campus.
Deadline for Submission:
February 1, 2010	Extension – February 10, 2010
Submission Requirements:
· Submission proposal cover sheet is attached
· Abstract of submission (maximum 1 typed, double spaced summary, 12 font size)
· Return completed cover sheet and abstract via email to jedwards@olemiss.edu 
Notification:
All students submitting a proposal will be notified of the status of their proposal February 15, 2010.



2010 DSR-TKA Student Research Conference 
Submission Proposal Cover Sheet 
(Please type, save and email this form along with your one sheet proposal to jedwards@olemiss.edu with a subject line “DSR-TKA Student Research Conference Submission”)
Title of the submission: 


Name (as you wish it to appear on the program directory):  



Degree and major you are currently working towards (such as M.A., Theatre)

Mailing Address and Departmental Address: 

Home/cell Phone:					Office/other Phone:  
If there are co-authors for your submission, list their full name(s), degree/major, and if they are graduate or undergraduate students:
Name(s)			Degree(s)/Major(s)			Graduate/Undergraduate
 (
For Organization use only: 
Receipt Date:
)
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