
   

     For the fourth year, Stu-

dent Health Services is spon-

soring an event at the Mazat-

lan Restaurant in Mankato to 

kick off a safe spring break 

for students. 

     From 9:30 – 11:30 pm on 

March 5, students can stop by 

and get free alcohol-free dai-

quiris and margaritas and 

chips, salsa, and quesadillas at 

an authentic Mexican Restau-

rant, as well as play fun 

games to win prizes. 

     “Hundreds of students 

normally attend this event,” 

said Wendy Schuh of Health 

Services, “and the staff at 

Mazatlan loves to get partici-

pate by wearing sombreros 

and hanging our t-shirts on 

the wall throughout the year.” 

     This event is part of Kato-

Party411.com, a grant-funded 

initiative to reinforce safe 

drinking behaviors and de-

crease unsafe drinking behav-

iors.  Of MSU students who drink, 72% use one or more safe 

drinking behaviors.   

 

 

 

      Summer is a great time to 

take courses at Minnesota 

State University Mankato.  

For some students the sum-

mer session offers an opportu-

nity for them to focus more 

closely on one course or to 

give more attention to a more 

challenging subject matter. 

      Summer Session starts 

May 19, 2008.  There are also 

classes starting throughout 

May, June and July.  For cal-

endar dates, go to  

 

http://www.mnsu.edu/

registrar/

SUMMER08CAL.html 

     The Summer Class Sched-

ule is now available on-line at 

www.mnsu.edu  by clicking 

on “Class Schedule” under 

“Quick Links”. 

     Registration begins March 

17, 2008.  Questions regard-

ing registration should be 

Spring Break at Mazatlan      Wendy Schuh, Student Health Services 

Q U E S T I O N S ,  

C O M M E N T S  

O R  

C O N C E R N S ?  

C O N T A C T :  
R O C H E L L E  A M E N T  

 C O O R D I N A T O R  O F  

P A R E N T  S E R V I C E S  

P H O N E :            

( 5 0 7 )  3 8 9 - 6 6 0 1  

E M A I L :   

R O C H E L L E . A M E N T @

M N S U . E D U  

Summer in Mankato         Deborah Spreng, Registrar’s Office 

M I N N E S O T A  S T A T E  

U N I V E R S I T Y  M A N K A T O  

Family Connections 
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I M P O R T A N T   

D A T E S  T O     

R E M E M B E R :  

March 5                    

Safe Spring Break 

www.katoparty411.com 

March 10-14               

No Classes            

Spring Break 

March 17                   

First Day of            

Summer Term      

Registration 

April 8                      

First Day of               

Fall Term                

2008 Registration 

April 11                 

Deadline to            

withdraw from           

full term course 

May 5-9                 

Spring Semester     

Final Exams 

May 10                   

Spring                     

Commencement 

May 19                     

First Day of            

Summer Term    

Courses 

Safe Spring Break Travel Tips: 
 

Stay alert at all times and keep an eye on your luggage 

Keep your ticket, passport, and money with you at all times 

Learn where the fire exits are at a hotel 

Use deadbolts and peepholes 

Never leave drinks unattended 

Go out and come home with the same sober friend  

Sun, dehydration, and altitude can all affect alcohol in your 

body 

Know the laws where you are traveling 

http://www.mnsu.edu/registrar/SUMMER08CAL.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/registrar/SUMMER08CAL.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/registrar/SUMMER08CAL.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/
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Pan African Conference                      LaTolya Carter, Sophomore at Minnesota State 
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     This year marked the 32nd 
Pan African Student Leadership 
Conference which focused on 
building leaders for the Pan Afri-
can community.  As citizens, 
leaders, and people of color it is 
our profound duty to prepare and 
educate our youth to become the 
leaders of our future.  
      The event was filled with 
speakers, presenters, poets, in-
fluential students and staff, and 
most of all prestigious guests.  
Keynote speaker, Dr. Molefi As-
ante, who has written 65 books 

and over 300 articles, spoke 
on the ancient history of Af-
rica, a history that has gener-
ally been ignored. 
      Many speakers focused 
on giving influential informa-
tion to the Pan African goers 
to educate them for the “real” 
world.  Most panels were cen-
tered on major topics and con-
cerns for today‟s youth.   
     Not only does the confer-
ence reach out to the striving 
student, but also to willing, 
young adults.  Everyone can 

walk away with some type of educa-
tional and personal outlook after the 
conference has ended.  The pro-
gram is not just established for fun 
and fashion, it‟s an opportunity to 
network and learn about the African 
heritage as a people.  
 On the first day of the Pan 
African Conference the  
atmosphere was focused on the So-
malia culture and the education and 
misunderstanding of the people. 
Local high school students and stu-
dents from around the state came to 
learn.         ….continued on page 4 

visor will hold a floor meeting 

to discuss closing procedures. 

Encourage your student to at-

tend this meeting. This is where 

they will find the most informa-

tion about moving out.    

     Dumpsters will be provided 

outside of McElroy, Crawford, 

and Gage during the last few 

weeks of the year. Your student 

can throw away larger belong-

     The end of the school year is 

just around the corner! It seems 

like just yesterday that your son 

or daughter moved away to 

school, and now it is time to 

pack up and leave the residence 

halls. We hope these end-of-the-

year highlights will be helpful to 

you:  

    During the last week in April, 

your student’s Community Ad-

ings there, as well 

as their trash, to 

keep the hallways 

clear.  

     During finals 

week, loaner keys 

may not be 

checked out 

through the front 

desk. If your student gets locked out, they should 

go to their complex main desk for help.  

                  …..continued on page  

tinually reviewing our 
emergency procedures 
with an emphasis on im-
proving the safety of cam-
pus. 
 In the last year 
upgrades have been 
added to the campus-wide 
warning systems to 
quickly notify students, 

faculty, and staff of cam-
pus emergencies.  Campus 
officials also meet regu-
larly with local police to 
discuss emergency re-
sponse plans. 
  Minnesota State 
has also installed a cam-
pus-wide audible alert sys-
tem ..continued on pg 3 

 At Minnesota State 
University Mankato we 
believe that campus safety 
is a primary ingredient to 
creating an environment 
that fosters learning and 
the development of future 
leaders.  For years, our 
University community has 
been committed to con-

Making Campus Safer  …….coordinated by Rochelle Ament through various campus offices 

Moving out of the Residence Halls      by Cathy Hughes, Residential Life 

“Campus 

safety is the 

primary 

ingredient to 

foster learning 

and 

development of 

future leaders” 

M A R C H  2 0 0 8  
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entering the appropriate 
information. 
 We also suggest that 
you urge your student to 
contact University faculty or 
staff if they suspect a fellow 
student may have deep 
emotional issues, so follow 
up and counseling can be 
provided. 
 Student success 
both inside and outside the 
classroom is important and 
Minnesota State Mankato is 
attempting to do everything 
we can to provide a safe 
and welcoming environment 
for all University community 
members. 
 

that allows immediate broad-
cast warnings and information 
to be sent over telephone 
speakers in our classrooms, 
laboratories, and offices. This 
system allows us to send text 
messages directly to student 
cell phones as well as send 
emails to all students, faculty 
and staff. 
 We encourage you to 
talk to your student about 
safety on campus.  Check with 
them to see if they have regis-
tered to receive emergency 
alert text messages.  They can 
register for this service by go-
ing to http://
www.mnsu.edu/security/
emergencytext.html and 

Contact information for im-

portant offices and services: 

 

University Security:  

 (507) 389-2111 

Counseling Center: 

 (507) 389-1455 

 

Register for campus emer-

gency alert text messages 

at: 

http://www.mnsu.edu/

security/

emergenytext.html 
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Moving out of the Residence Halls                ...continued from page 2 

     24-Hour Quiet Hours begin on the evening of 
Wednesday, April 30 and continue through finals 
week. All-day quiet hours are observed to assist with 
sleeping and studying.  
 
     Residence halls close at 7:00 PM on Friday, 
May 9, 2008. Students should plan to vacate the halls 
24 hours after their last final exam.  
 
Here are some tips on helping your student have a 
successful end to their time in the residence halls:  

Students should sign up for a check-out time with 
their Community Advisor (in advance) before they 
depart. Failure to check out results in a $50.00 
improper check-out charge.  

Students who do not return their room key will be 
billed an additional $50.00 at the time of check-
out.   

When checking out, the room should be cleaned 
(cleaning supplies are available at each complex 
main desk at the end of the year), tape should be 

removed from walls/doors, and the furniture should 
be back to the original set up.  

Rented lofts should be taken down and removed. 
BedLoft will be on campus during finals week to 
pick up rented lofts. Bed ends should be retrieved, 
if necessary and reattached to the bed. 

Damages to the room not originally recorded on the 
Room Condition Report will be assessed at check 
out and billed to the student.  

 
     Students should watch for flyers, speak to their 
Community Advisor, attend their closing floor meeting, 
and ask questions for a successful end of the year 
check-out.  
     
      Finally, most floors will have closing activities to 
participate in and wrap up the time spent together as a 
floor. We encourage your student to take part and cele-
brate the friendships made throughout the year!  

Making Campus Safer                                     ...continued from page 2 

http://www.mnsu.edu/security/emergencytext.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/security/emergencytext.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/security/emergencytext.html
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directed to the Registration Help Center at:  

registration@mnsu.edu 

Students attend summer session for many reasons, some 

of those reasons include: 

Speed up their time to graduate 

Complete a pre-requisite class to stay on track dur-

ing the regular academic year 

Do an internship 

Have a job at the university (need to be 

enrolled in at least one credit to work on 

campus.) 

Take last class to graduate 

     A summer session fits a normal 16 week 

semester into a faster 5 week session.  Short 

courses are also available. 

     Students should talk with their academic 

advisor for help in finding whether summer 

school is a good academic option for them.  

For financial aid concerns, students should 

contact the Campus Hub. 

education course offerings to explore areas 

of interest for a possible major or minor.  It 

is also helpful to encourage your student to 

see their academic advisor.   

       Academic advisors can assist your stud-

net in planning a course schedule that helps 

them complete graduation requirements and 

zero in on a subject matter for eventual ad-

mission to a degree program.  Students who 

have not declared a major can seek advising 

assistance at the Office of First Year Expi-

      At this time of year students should 

begin to think about course selection for 

Fall 2008.  The schedule for fall courses 

will become available online at 

www3.mnsu.edu/courses beginning  

March 17. 

     We encourage you to ask your student 

about the classes they intend to register 

for during the fall semester.  Encourage 

them to research the available general 

ence.  Students who have declared a major 

receive advising through their academic col-

lege.   

     Your students registration window for fall 

2008 classes will open in mid April.  Encour-

age them to find their exact registration date 

and time, meet with an advisor, obtain their 

registration access code, and  seek out the 

appropriate resources for a successful fall 

registration.   

it is a great way to earn the 
diversity credit needed for 
graduation.   
     The whole experience 
has been impeccable and it 
gets better every year.  The 
speakers, the networking, 
and resources available at 
my disposal will not only be 
beneficial to me in my fu-
ture as a leader, but they 
benefit me now as a stu-
dent by mentoring and ad-

vising me on decisions in 
my life to get me to the fu-
ture leader stage of my life.  
 
Upcoming Conferences 
sponsored by Institutional 
Diversity: 
 
Chicano-Latino Student 
Leadership Conference 
March 6-7, 2008 
 
Contact Institutional Diver-
sity at (507) 389-6125. 

     One of the largest and 
most controversial panel 
discussions was the “Use 
and Burial of the „N‟ Word.”  
While everyone has their 
own perspective, it was 
great to hear a student or 
youth perspective.  
     Overall the conference 
was a success. The turnout 
was remarkable. Not only is 
the conference available for 
the learning experience, but 

Pan African Conference                é..continued from page 2 

  Fall 2008 Registration                é.by Rochelle Ament, Parent Services  

Mankato Summer 

Storage Rental 

Options: 

 

A-1 Storage 
 507-388-1247 
 

Gag’s Mini  

        Storage 
 507-345-5858 
 

Hwy 22 Mini 

        Storage 
 507-388-4304 

 

Kato Moving 

and Storage 
 507-388-9329 
 

Mankato 

Mini Storage 
 507-345-8047 
 

UHaul Self  

        Storage 
 507-345-1044 
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