
LIFELONG LEARNING TIDBITS
Local libraries offer access to e-books, including audiobooks through the Libby app. All you 
need is a valid library card. You can download the app to your smartphone at overdrive.
com and listen to audiobooks while exercising or waiting in the car. This avoids trips to the 
library, and there are no fines for late returns. Instructions are available through Blue Earth 
County Library or the North Mankato Taylor Library.

Blue Earth County Library offers Materials by Mail for rural residents and those with accessibility issues. 
Contact that library to see if you qualify.

GREAT DECISIONS 2024
The Mankato Area Lifelong Learners Great Decisions Program will kick off on April 10th 
at the Pioneer Bank Community Room with a presentation by Henry Berman on the topic of 
Mideast Realignment. Henry is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and Global 
Minnesota and an expert on the Middle East. He is a retired businessman who worked at 
Ecolab for 34 years. Henry has ties to the Middle East region and has spent much time there 
in the last decade. He has a strong interest in this ever-changing and turbulent part of the 
world. Additional presentations this quarter will be on May 8th and June 12th. The updated 
schedule will be provided at a later date to registrants.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Barbara Keating

INVITE A FRIEND … “TO PROMOTE VITALITY IN LATER YEARS”!

The good news: Thank you for the positive feedback we have received on many Lifelong Learners activities 
from educational presentations to social activities to Great Decisions. First Friday at the Movies is very popular, 
and the tea, lunch, and dinner groups as well as the bridge, 500, and book groups all enjoy good turnouts. 

The other good news: With our current 226 members, we are making progress towards our goal of regaining 
our pre-pandemic membership of 250.We will need at least that many to keep a balanced budget in the next 
fiscal year while honoring our commitment to keeping membership fees the same. 

The invitation: Our membership grows largely through personal conversations and invitations. Tell your 
friends, neighbors, and relatives about Lifelong Learners! Give them a copy of our latest newsletter and 
invite them to join. A Silver Membership costs only $35, a bargain for our many options that fulfill our mission  
“to promote vitality in later years.”
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SPECIAL EVENTS - SPRING 2024
Lucky Lindy Coming April 22nd to Mankato Lifelong Learners! 

The year, 2024, marks the 97th anniversary of Lindbergh’s historic non-stop, solo flight 
across the Atlantic from New York to Paris. To commemorate this historic event, Arn Kind, 
of Historical Experiences, Inc. brings to you:

 Lucky Lindy: Charles Lindbergh’s Amazing Transatlantic Flight

In an age when countless passengers fly across the oceans every day, it is difficult for us to truly appreciate what 
a magnificent feat Lindberg accomplished. At a time when the development of airplanes was still in its infancy and 
many did not think airplanes had what it takes to make such a trip, Lindbergh refused to listen to the naysayers 
and searched for and eventually helped to design a plane that could do it. Completing this flight would not just be 
technologically challenging, but it would prove to be physically challenging as well. Because Lindbergh insisted 
on making the flight on his own, he had to stay awake at the controls of his plane for the entire 33.5-hour flight, 
navigating across the trackless Atlantic- a truly amazing feat. Arn Kind, a historian and teacher for 46 years will 
bring this story to life on April 22, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. at the North Mankato Fire Hall #2. The cost is $5.

Maud Hixson Returns with Rick Carlson Trio - April 13, 2024

Maud Hixson is a Twin Cities native who recently made her third appearance at Jazz in 
New York City’s Lincoln Center. She received a Bistro Award for her 2023 album recording: 
Permanent Moonlight- the Songs of Richard Rodney Bennett. She has been described as “gently 
virtuosic”. “Her vocal style is warm, intimate, and compelling”. Her musical storytelling will 
captivate your heart.

Maud returns for another fundraiser at the Wow Zone, Mankato. The jazz 
and swing concert benefits the Betsy-Tacy Society, the Mankato Area Lifelong Learners, and the 
Mankato Area Rotary. Dinner is available from 5-7pm and music is from 7-9pm. Tickets are $25 
and can be purchased at (507)-381-4279 or pam@wowzonefec.com.

Tour of MSU Jet Simulator and Mankato Airport - June 27, 2024

MSU, Mankato and NorthStar Aviation are excited to have us tour the facilities of one of the largest aviation 
programs in the country. We will start our tour on campus in the jet simulation room where aviation students take 
their final flights before leaving for the airlines. At the airport we will tour the facilities and see the fleet of Piper 
Aircraft trainers, maintenance facilities, meet with students in the MSU aviation program and hopefully enjoy blue 
sunny skies where you will see students in flight.

Locations: (1) Our tour will start with the jet simulator on campus in Wiecking 
Center. Park in the #18 Gold parking lot on Ellis Avenue near the corner of Ellis & 
Birch St. Enter through the doors on the east side of Wiecking.(2) At approximately 
2:45 pm everyone will drive themselves from campus out to the Mankato Airport 
at 3030 N. Airport Road, where we will reconvene, and the remainder of our tour 
will take place. 

Cost of the event is $5. Sponsor: Steve Gilbert 

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S !  W E  L O O K  F O R WA R D  T O  M E E T I N G  Y O U !

Betty Felbrugge
Gail Lindfors

Darlene Korstad
Becky Weiss

Susan Lake
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129 Morris Hall  •  Mankato, MN 56001

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

Special Events
Maud Hixson returns
Saturday, April 13, 7 - 9 pm
WOW Zone, Mankato

Arn Kind presents Lucky Lindy
Monday, April 22, 1 - 4 pm
North Mankato Fire Station #2

MSU and North Star Aviation Program Tour 
of Jet Simulator and Mankato Airport
Thursday, June 27, 2 - 5 pm
Part 1 -  Jet Simulator Presentation • 2 - 2:45 pm 
Wieking Center, MSU, Mankato

Part 2 - Airport Tour • 3 - 5 pm
Mankato Airport
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DINING AT CURIOSITY TEA HOUSE 
1745 Commerce Drive, North Mankato 

Sip & Chat: Summer Fruit Pies - $5

• Tues, July 16 – Blueberry Pie
• Tues, Aug 20 – Peach Pie
• Tues, Sept 17 – Apple Pie

Afternoon Harvest Tea - $15

• Wed, Oct 30

E-mail or phone the office to reserve your seat.
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