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2007 FALL

Commencement

Saturday, December Fifteenth

Two Thousand Seven

Bresnan Arena, Taylor Center

Minnesota State University, Mankato

To Our Guests
Today we recognize our graduates’ accomplishments. This ceremony is an important and meaningful 
occasion for students, their families and friends, and the faculty and staff of Minnesota State University, 
Mankato. We offer you the following guidelines to enhance the dignity and smooth flow of the 
ceremony:

Please withhold applause during the presentation of the degrees until all candidates for graduation 
have returned to their seats. 

Please remain seated throughout the ceremony. 

Please do not enter the aisles to take pictures or video of the graduates. Arrangements have been 
made to have a professional photo taken of each graduate on stage. A professional DVD will be 
available for purchase as well. Your cooperation ensures a pleasant, memorable experience for all 
audience members. 

Thank you.

A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System. 
Minnesota State University, Mankato is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. 

This document is available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities 
by calling the Office of Integrated Marketing at 507-389-2523 (V), 800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY).
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Program 
9:00 a.m.

Prelude Concert 	 Minnesota Valley Brass Quintet		
	 Gerard Aloisio, Professor of Music
	 Tom Giles, Emeritus Professor of Music
	 Stewart Ross, Professor of Music
	 Dave Schultz, ‘70, ‘73	
	 Doug Snapp, Associate Professor of Music
	 Minnesota State University, Mankato

Processional March               	 Edward Elgar/arrangement by Douglas R. Snapp

National Anthem	 Kimm Julian
	 Assistant Professor of Music
	 Minnesota State University, Mankato	

Greetings	 Mary E. Jacquart
	 Director of Government Relations
	 Office of the Chancellor
	 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities

	 Trustee David Olson, Chair
	 Board of Trustees
	 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
			
	
Address	 Brenda JoAnn Stelter
	 Bachelor of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate
	 College of Arts and Humanities

	 John Peter Baltes
	 Bachelor of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate
	 College of Business		
		
	 Cassandra Mae Borg
	 Bachelor of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate 
	 College of Science, Engineering and Technology 	
 
Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Minnesota State University, Mankato	 Cynthia Vlasich, ‘78, President
Mankato Alumni Association	 Minnesota State Mankato Alumni Association

Recessional March *

*Audience to remain seated.



�



�

9:
00

 a
.m

. P
r

o
g

r
a

m

Platform Guests 
RICHARD DAVENPORT
	 President
	 Minnesota State University, 

Mankato

MARY E. JACQUART
  	Director of Government 

Relations
  	Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities

TRUSTEE DAVID OLSON, 
CHAIR

	 Board of Trustees
	 Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities

BILL BESSLER
	 Professor of Biological 

Sciences

ANNE BLACKHURST
	 Interim Dean of the 

College of Graduate 
Studies and Research

MARILYN DELMONT
	 Vice President for 

Technology and Chief 
Information Officer

JANE F. EARLEY
	 Dean of the College of 
	 Arts and Humanities

MICHAEL T. FAGIN
	 Vice President for 

Institutional Diversity
 
JOHN E. FREY
	 Dean of the College of 

Science, Engineering and 
Technology

KARL HEISE	
   Professor of Modern 

Languages

ROBERT HOFFMAN
	 Vice President for Strategic 

Business, Education, and 
Regional Partnerships

SCOTT D. JOHNSON	
   Dean of the College of 

Business

SCOTT R. OLSON
	 Provost and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs

JOAN ROCA
	 Dean of Library Services

RICHARD J. STRAKA
	 Vice President for 
	 Finance and Administration

RICHARD TERRILL
	 Professor of English

CYNTHIA VLASICH
	 President of Minnesota 

State University, Mankato 
Alumni Association

WALTER E. WOLFF
	 Interim Assistant Vice 

President for Student Affairs

Procession Participants
FACULTY HONOR
MARSHALS
Bill Bessler, Professor of 

Biological Sciences
Karl Heise, Professor of 

Modern Languages

COLLEGE HONOR
MARSHALS
Terry Flaherty, College of Arts 

and Humanities
Penny Herickhoff, College of 

Business
Beth Proctor, College of 

Science, Engineering and 
Technology

 
JUNIOR HONOR
MARSHALS
Heather E. Martin, College 

of Arts and Humanities
Laura E. Janssen, College of 

Business
Spencer J. Pearson, College 

of Science, Engineering 
and Technology

MARCHING
FACULTY
 
PROFESSORS
Cathryn Bailey
Kimberly Contag
William Dyer
Turgut Guvenli
John Humphrey
Paul Hustoles
Igor Kogoutiouk
Donald Larsson
John Lindberg
David Morano
Diana Moxness
Anne O’Meara
Mark A. Pickar
Ann Quade
Marshel Rossow
Warren Sandmann
Timothy Scott
Harold Thiewes
Steve Wilcox
Robert Zelin

ASSOCIATE
PROFESSORS
Gale Allen
Linda Anglin
Ken Anglin

Harlan Bloomer
Steven Case
Christopher Conlin
Lee Cornell
John Gaterud
Mary Hadley
Bryce Hoppie
Nanette Johnson-Curiskis
Craig Matarrese
Jane McConnell
Paul Moxness
John Paul
Christopher Ruhland
Todd Shanafelt
Lee Tesdell
Gina Wenger

ASSISTANT
PROFESSORS
Monika Antonelli
Jacqueline Arnold
Kathleen Dale
Nancy Drescher
Craig Evers
Scott Fee
Paul Finocchiaro
Gretchen Haas
Furman Haddix
Heather Hamilton
Kim Hinrichs

John Kaliski
In-Jae Kim
Nadja Kramer
Les Laidlaw
Keith Luebke
Brian Martensen
Liz Miller
Andrew Miner
Thomas Olach
Hyuna Park
Cecilia Pick
Diane Richards
Andrew D. Roberts
Matthew Sewell
Esther Smidt
Steve Smith
Daniel Toma
Brian Wasserman
Chad Wittkop
Qun Zhang

INSTRUCTORS
Mary Guy
Michael Haskins
Kristopher Regas

ADMINISTRATIVE and 
SUPPORT FACULTY
Maria Baxter-Nuamah
Diane Berge
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College of Graduate Studies
The candidates will be presented by Anne Blackhurst, Interim Dean.

MASTER OF ARTS
Melissa H. Brandt, Rochester
English: Literature  
Advisor: Dr. William Dyer
	   
Jacob D. Eckstein, Shoreview
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills
	   
Jacey N. Greff, Rapid City, South Dakota
English: Literature  
Advisor: Dr. JoAnna Mink
Thesis: The Fallen Woman in Christina 

Rossetti’s “Goblin Market”
	   
John C. Hendrickson, Mankato
English: Literature  
Advisor: Dr. Roland Nord
Thesis: The Golden Thread: The 

Centrality of Lucie Manette Darnay 
in the Salvation Motifs in Charles 
Dickens’ A TALE OF TWO CITIES

Danielle R. Holbrook, Tallahassee, 
Florida

Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills
Thesis: Busting Out: A Barthesian 

Analysis of Lane Bryant’s Cacique 
Advertising

Hillary E. Hoover, Mission Hills, 
Kansas

Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills
	   
Oleksandr O. Komarenko, Ukraine
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis
Thesis: A Comparison of Computer-

Assisted Peer Review Activities and 
Their Traditional Paper Counterparts 
in the Setting of an Academic ESL 
Writing Course: A Case Study

Lynn C. Kuechle, Mankato
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Leah White
	   
Daryl B. Lanz, Fairmont
English: General Studies
Advisor: Dr. Terrance Flaherty
	   

Jonathan L. Loging, Mankato
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills
	   
Carolyn A. Mager, Saint Peter
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. David Engen
	   
Betty T. McMahon, Madison Lake
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Stephen Stoynoff
	   
Frederman Moreno Parra, Colombia
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Drescher
	   
Mark A. Paustian, New Ulm
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Kristen Treinen
	   
Elizabeth L. Prunty, Ward, South Dakota
Art
Advisor: Brian Frink
Thesis: Translation
	   
Andrew H. Robertson, Mankato
English: Technical Communication 
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hurley
Thesis: Minnesota State University, 

Mankato Web Style Guide

Richard A. Rohlfing, Madison Lake
English: Technical Communication 
Advisor: Dr. Nancy MacKenzie
	   
Jessica J. Schomberg, Mankato
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Drescher
Thesis: English Language Learners and 

Library Research

Rocio Sotelo, Mexico
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Peterson
	   
Jeris J. Swanhorst, Plymouth	
English: Literature  
Advisor: Dr. Anne O’Meara	
Thesis: Discovering Identity in Louise 

Erdrich’s MASTER BUTCHERS 
SINGING CLUB

Kazukuni Takemura, Japan
English: TESL 
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Drescher
	   
Denise M. Ware, Mankato
English: Technical Communication 
Advisor: Dr. Gwen Griffin
  
Emily Waterston Heinis, Mankato
Speech Communication
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Cronn-Mills	   

MASTER OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION
Jody L. Barney, Cleveland
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Elliott
	   
Brandon C. Nordstrom, Welcome
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Elliott
  
David D. Pagel, Mankato
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Elliott
	   
Chayanuch Tanawongsuwan, Thailand
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox
	   
William A. Ward, Janesville
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Elliott	

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Gary L. Erickson, Greenville, Illinois
Theatre Arts
Advisor: Dr. Paul Hustoles
Thesis: Sound Design of THE RUNNER 

STUMBLES

Nicole L. Helget, North Mankato
Creative Writing
Advisor: Candace Black
Thesis: The Turtle Catcher

Esther L. Iverson, Bowling Green, Ohio
Theatre Arts
Advisor: Dr. Paul Hustoles
Thesis: Costume Design for THE LARK
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Brian R. Klosa, Saint Peter
Forensics
Advisor: Dr. Leah White
Thesis: These speeches somehow 

seem different: An analysis of the 
structural and stylistic components 
of Interstate Oratory speeches

Patricia L. Linehan, Lake Crystal
Creative Writing
Advisor: Richard Terrill
Thesis: Energy is Neither Lost Nor 

Made
	   
Philip N. MacKenzie, Mankato
Creative Writing
Advisor: Dr. Roger Sheffer
Thesis: Lonely Nights in Elma, MN

MASTER OF MUSIC
Benjamin J. LeRoy, Mankato
Music
Advisor: Dr. Douglas Snapp
	   
Craig A. Melhorn, Superior, Colorado
Wind Band Conducting
Advisor: Dr. Amy Roisum Foley

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Nazia Ahmed, Bangladesh
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Mark Dvorak
Thesis: Gain and Bandwidth 

Enhancement Technique for 
Microstrip Array Antenna

	   
Chaitanya S. Ambadipudi, India
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Dean Kelley

Justin D. Anderson, Saint Peter
Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology
Advisor: Dr. Harry Petersen
	   
Kurt E. Brown, Jamaica
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Hamed Sallam	
  
Jonathan Dinsmore, Saint Paul
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Leon Tietz
	   
Komba E. Fayia, Minneapolis
Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology
Advisor: Ann Goebel

Robyn L. Geldner, Saint Paul
Multidisciplinary Studies
Advisor: Dr. Maria Bevacqua
	   
Felicia M. Hamlin, Blue Earth
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Contag
Thesis: Imagery in the Poetry of 

Ecuadorian Poet Sara Vanegas 
Covena

Jerry J. Hermann, Saint Paul
Environmental Sciences
Advisor: Dr. Bertha Proctor
Thesis: Evaluation and Optimization 

of the Minnesota State University, 
Mankato; Department of Chemistry 
and Geology Laboratory Exhaust 
Hoods	  

 
Soraya Y. Hernandez, Waseca
Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology
Advisor: Dr. Harry Petersen
Thesis: ErgoLean: Work Smart, 
	 Not Hard

Kristin K. Herrmann, Mankato
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Robert Sorensen
Thesis: Transmission dynamics of 

Cyathocotyle bushiensis and 
Sphaeridiotrema globulus in Pool 
7 of the Upper Mississippi River 
National Wildlife and Fish Refuge

Kenneth M. Hutchins, North Mankato
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Mark Dvorak
	   
Keerthi Kamalapuri, India
Computer Science
Advisor: Steven Case
	   
Mukthi Kamalapuri, Blaine	
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos
	   
Erick Y. Kim, Mankato
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Mark Dvorak
Thesis: Increasing the Transmittal 

Power of WPAN Compliant 
Integrated Circuits

Ravikiran Koduri, India
Multidisciplinary Studies
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos

Dheeraj Kumar, Eagan
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Dorothy Wrigley
	   
Dale W. LaRue, Saint Charles
Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology
Advisor: Dr. Harry Petersen

Nhan D. Le, Vietnam
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Dean Kelley
	   
Radha Machampalayam Arjunan, 

India
Computer Science
Advisor: Dr. Dean Kelley
Thesis: An ASR System Using Coarse 

Coding of Pronunciation Based on 
Articulatory Features

	   
Nathaniel A. Maddux, Bloomington
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Contag
Thesis: The Soul of Nature in 

the Narrative of César Dávila 
Andrade: The Function of Animism 
in Abandonados en la tierra, 

	 Trece relatos and Cabeza de gallo
	   
Daniel J. Martin, Madelia
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Brock McMillan
Thesis: River Otters in Southeastern 

Minnesota: Activity Patterns and an 
Aerial Snow-Track Survey to Index 
Populations

	   
Cac N. Nguyen, Georgetown, Texas
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Jin Park
	   
Shirley G. Nieto-Flores, Peru
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. James Grabowska
Thesis: Towards the Study of the Use 

of Color in Cortázar's: Axolotl and 
La Isla A Medio Día  

	   
Jessica A. Oelke, Janesville	
English	
Advisor: Dr. Terrance Flaherty
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Nandan Patibandla, India
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Gale Allen
	   
Matthew K. Perlik, Columbus, Ohio
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Brock McMillan
	   
Akhlaqur Rahman, Bangladesh
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Qun Zhang
	   
Simone L. Rollins, Guyana
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Dorothy Wrigley
Thesis: Enzyme Immunoassay 

Development to Evaluate Cell 
Replication and Regeneration in the 
Annelid, Eisenia Fetida

	   
Vinayak Saklani, India
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Muhammad Khaliq
	   

Kevin G. Schnaser, Revillo, 
	 South Dakota
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Karl Heise
	   
Angela L. Stearns, Harrisburgh, 
	 South Dakota
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Penny Knoblich
Thesis: Electrical Stimulation of the 

Dorsal Spinal Column at T12-T13 
Increases Renal Sodium Excretion 
but Not Renal Blood Flow

Clint S. Stotesbery, Ellicott City, 
Maryland

Computer Science
Advisor: Steven Case
	   
Jason C. Stroup, North Mankato
Engineering	
Advisor: Dr. Thomas Hendrickson
	   

Roman Thapa, Nepal
Manufacturing Engineering 

Technology
Advisor: Ann Goebel
	   
Archana Thota, Eden Praire	
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Dorothy Wrigley
	   
Binaya Tuladhar, Nepal
Physics
Advisor: Dr. Hai-Sheng Wu

Thomas L. Turner, Jr.., Kingsport, 
Tennessee

Multidisciplinary Studies
Advisor: Dr. Sandra Mullins
	   
Maria H. White, Rosemount
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Contag
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College of 
Arts and Humanities

The candidates will be presented by Jane F. Earley, Dean.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Emma A. Baumann, English
Karrie E. Davids, Spanish
Matthew C. Davis, Theatre Arts
Angela M. DeLuca, Spanish 

Education K-12
James M. Gillham, Philosophy
Chad H. Gunderson, Art
Kara J. Hansen, Art
Brian D. Johnson, 
	 Mass Communications
Eliza A. Koch, Mass Communications
Julie L. Lemley, English/Speech 

Education
Matthew J. Olson, Art
Dana A. Paasch, English/
	 Speech Education
Zachary W. Pitts, English
Jacquelyn S. Prince, Art
Renee M. Rasmussen, English/

Speech Education
Bailey B. Rolfsrud, Philosophy, Politics 

and Economics
Ikue Sato, English
Jennifer K. Schmitz, Spanish
Christine M. Seymour, Music: 

Education
Danielle M. Thomsen, Spanish
Alison M. Troldahl, Mass 

Communications: Public Relations
Jessica J. Wiechman, Spanish

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Kristen J. Anderson, English/Speech 

Education
Ariana K. Bealey, Art Education
Jason D. Boldt, Art
Elspeth C. Carlstrom, Art
Emmeline E. Elliott, Mass 

Communications: News-Editorial
Amber E. Franta, English/Speech 

Education
Kathryn A. Gordhamer, Music: 

Education
Aimee L. Kirchoff, Mass 

Communications
James P. Kirwin, Theatre Arts
Jamie M. Koerner, Mass 

Communications
Jamie M. Koerner, Spanish
Julianne L. Kroon, Mass 

Communications

Sarah M. Kuebler, Mass 
Communications

Amanda A. Kuntz, Art Education
John H. Maiers, Mass Communications
Molly A. Malone, Spanish
Lisa L. Meyer, Spanish Education K-12
Melissa J. More, Art
Gabrielle M. Pyan, English
Jocelyn R. Quam, Spanish Education 

K-12
Katie M. Rajewsky, French Education 

K-12
Joshua E. Randall, Speech 

Communication
Daniel L. Steffenhagen, Art Education
Brenda J. Stelter, Spanish Education 

K-12

CUM LAUDE 
Sue E. Draayer, Mass 

Communications: News-Editorial
Meghan M. Feehan, Philosophy, 

Politics and Economics
Sara J. Foss, Mass Communications
Sarah E. Gleitz, Speech 

Communication
Christopher P. Holmberg, Mass 

Communications: News-Editorial
Andrew W. Johnson, Mass 

Communications
Melissa M. Kjolsing, Mass 

Communications
Angela M. Korte, Art
Candace J. Laackmann, Mass 

Communications
Grete A. Laingen, German
Sarah E. Lawrence, Mass 

Communications
Carly D. Listman, Mass 

Communications
Brandi L. Maahs, Mass 

Communications: Public Relations
Benjamin P. Marti, Mass 

Communications: News-Editorial
Benjamin P. Marti, Mass 

Communications: Public Relations
Thea J. Maus, English/Speech 

Education
Michelle A. May, English
Toby A. Miller, Theatre Arts
Angela M. Olson, Mass 

Communications

Jacleen R. Olson, Theatre Arts
Jennifer M. Paul, Art
Richard J. Retterer, Art
Stacey L. Rupert, Mass 

Communications
Stephanie N. Sandhurst, English
Stephanie A. Valenta, Spanish
Kristin L. Westendorf, English
Tamara S. Wilberding, Mass 

Communications

DEPARTMENT OF ART
Professor James Johnson, 
Chairperson

Ryan T. Adel, BA, Worthington
Ariana K. Bealey, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Jason D. Boldt, BFA, Mankato
Elspeth C. Carlstrom, BFA, Mankato
Casey C. Christenson, BFA, Freeborn
Brianna M. Clark, BA, Rockford
Emily M. Easton, BA, Eagan
Kelli A. Gilbert, BFA, Mason City, 

Iowa
Chad H. Gunderson, BFA, Richfield
Brandon R. Guse, BS, Owatonna
Kara J. Hansen, BA, Brandon, 
	 South Dakota
Theresa M. Klein, BFA, Fulda
Angela M. Korte, BA, Fairmont
Amanda A. Kuntz, BS, Eagan
Meredith O. Lemiso, BA, Mankato
Katelyn M. Lubbers, BA, Andover
Melissa J. More, BFA, Pemberton
Nora E. Myers, BFA, Mankato
Bailey M. Namtvedt, BFA, 
	 Eden Prairie
Matthew J. Olson, BFA, Hawick
John C. Parenteau, BFA, 
	 Maple Grove
Jennifer M. Paul, BFA, Cologne
Jacquelyn S. Prince, BFA, Estherville, 

Iowa
Richard J. Retterer, BFA, Mount 

Pleasant, Wisconsin
Catherine A. Smith, BFA, Fairmont
Daniel L. Steffenhagen, BS, Lake City
Vixay Sysouthavongsa, BFA, 
	 North Mankato
Kathryn A. Tolle, BFA, Lino Lakes
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Brandi A. Yetter, BA, Brandon, 
	 South Dakota
Angela M. Young, BFA, Montrose
Scott M. Zabilla, BFA, Saint Paul

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Professor John Banschbach,
Chairperson

Kristen J. Anderson, BS, Saint Peter
Sadie L. Anderson, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Emma A. Baumann, BS, Mankato
Samantha J. Bohnenblust, BS, 

Mankato
Nathan B. Borgen, BS, Delavan, 

Wisconsin
David A. Buckley, BA, Mankato
Anthony R. Duppong, BA, 
	 Cottage Grove
Amber E. Franta, BS, Gibbon
Jason A. Giroux, BA, North Mankato
Rebecca L. Guadagnoli, BS, Hanska
Eric M. Hoffheiser, BS, 
	 The Woodlands, Texas
Christopher Johnsen, BS, Eden Prairie
Lisa A. Johnson, BS, Waseca
Erica S. Kromer, BS, Mankato
Julie L. Lemley, BS, Madison Lake
Thea J. Maus, BS, Lino Lakes
Michelle A. May, BA, Mankato
Nicole T. Meyers, BA, Mankato
Jessica R. Novak, BS, Chanhassen
Dana A. Paasch, BS, Cottage Grove
Zachary W. Pitts, BS, Colton, 
	 South Dakota
Gabrielle M. Pyan, BA, New Ulm
Renee M. Rasmussen, BS, Faribault
Stephanie N. Sandhurst, BA, Fulda
Ikue Sato, BA, Japan
Sarah M. Turbes, BA, Mankato
James R. Tyson, BS, Mankato
Kristen M. Wagner, BA, Mankato
Tiffany L. Wayne, BS, Ellendale
Kristin L. Westendorf, BA, Mankato

DEPARTMENT OF 
MASS COMMUNICATIONS
Professor Jane McConnell,
Chairperson

Jenna R. Alleva, BS, Red Wing
Regina A. Barna, BS, Farmington
Tyler J. Bettin, BA, Truman
Kimberly A. Broback, BS, 
	 Apple Valley

Breauna R. Butler, BA, Burnsville
Corey J. Butler, Jr., BA, Rosemount
Nicholas C. Conrad, BS, 
	 Vadnais Heights
Kathryn C. Crandall, BS
Sue E. Draayer, BS, Owatonna
Emmeline E. Elliott, BS, Madison, 

South Dakota
Joseph D. Faust, BS, Brooklyn Park
Sara J. Foss, BS, Mankato
Joanna L. Graf, BA, Rochester
Rebecca L. Guadagnoli, BS, Hanska
Christopher H. Hinkey, BS, Melvin, 

Iowa
Christopher P. Holmberg, BS, 

Brandon
Andrew W. Johnson, BS, Edina
Brian D. Johnson, BS, Mankato
Aimee L. Kirchoff, BA, Oakdale
Melissa M. Kjolsing, BS, Mankato
Eliza A. Koch, BA, Gaylord
Jamie M. Koerner, BA, Lincoln, 

Nebraska
Julianne L. Kroon, BS, North Mankato
Sarah M. Kuebler, BS, Sleepy Eye
Candace J. Laackmann, BS, Fulda
Sarah E. Lawrence, BS, Mankato
Carly D. Listman, BS, Deadwood, 

South Dakota
Brandi L. Maahs, BA, Brooklyn Park
John H. Maiers, BS, North Mankato
Benjamin P. Marti, BS, Sleepy Eye
Masataka Matsumoto, BA, Japan
John F. Muesing, BS, Mankato
Daniel S. Myers, BS, Mankato
Jaya C. Narayana, BS, Frisco, Texas
Christopher A. Nitz, BS, Plymouth
Jason D. Norton, BS, Apple Valley
Angela M. Olson, BA, Mankato
Shelby L. Peacock, BS, Rosemount
Sarah F. Rotering, BS, New Ulm
Stacey L. Rupert, BA, Mankato
Jeffrey D. Sand, BS, Brooklyn Center
Thomas E. Schultz, BS, Stillwater
Jennifer L. Schwartz, BA, Savage
Jon C. Swedien, BS, Mankato
Kathryn A. Tolle, BS, Lino Lakes
Alison M. Troldahl, BS, Mankato
Heather M. Tukua, BA, 
	 North Mankato
Jamie L. Whitmore, BS, 
	 Cottage Grove
Tamara S. Wilberding, BS, 
	 Madison Lake
Laura B. Yager, BS, New Ulm

DEPARTMENT OF 
MODERN LANGUAGES
Professor James Grabowska,
Chairperson

Amy M. Bellido, BA, Eagan
Karrie E. Davids, BS, Preston
Angela M. DeLuca, BS, Mankato
Marissa E. Ellefson, BA, Mankato
Gabriela Fraga, BA, Madelia
Gloria H. Garza, BA, Saint James
Shuaib M. Ibrahim, BS, Minneapolis
Jamie M. Koerner, BA, Lincoln, 

Nebraska
Kathryn A. Lacher, BS, Mankato
Grete A. Laingen, BS, Willmar
Molly A. Malone, BA, Slayton
Laura A. Martin, BA, Mankato
Masataka Matsumoto, BA, Japan
Lisa L. Meyer, BS, Buffalo Center, 

Iowa
Michael P. Morris, BA, New Prague
Amy L. Owens, BA, Hubertus, 

Wisconsin
Jocelyn R. Quam, BS, Owatonna
Katie M. Rajewsky, BS, Minneapolis
Andrea M. Retterath, BA, Hazen, 

North Dakota
Joshua A. Rising, BS, Fridley
Jennifer K. Schmitz, BS, Brewster
Jennifer L. Schwartz, BA, Savage
Brenda J. Stelter, BS, Waseca
Danielle M. Thomsen, BA, Huron, 

South Dakota
Shannon R. Treachler, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Olga Y. Trevino, BS, Sherburn
Stephanie A. Valenta, BA, 
	 North Mankato
Jessica J. Wiechman, BS, Belle Plaine

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC   
Professor John Lindberg, 
Chairperson

Kathryn A. Gordhamer, BS, 
Minneapolis

Amanda J. Howie, BS, Garner, Iowa
Lewis J. Miller, BS, New Hope
Christine M. Seymour, BS, Mankato
Abigail A. Tieck, BM, Hinton, Iowa
Megan J. Vossen, BS, Mankato
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DEPARTMENT OF
PHILOSOPHY
Professor Cathryn Bailey, 
Chairperson

Meghan M. Feehan, BS, Lonsdale
James M. Gillham, BA, Bloomington
Bobbie J. Nerison, BA, Henderson
Bailey B. Rolfsrud, BS, Mankato

DEPARTMENT OF 
SPEECH COMMUNICATION
Professor Warren Sandmann,
Chairperson

John D. Beelman, BS, Bloomington
Molly M. Burdorf, BS, Emmetsburg, 

Iowa
Marissa E. Ellefson, BA, Mankato
Joseph D. Faust, BS, Brooklyn Park
Amy T. Forsythe, BS, Forest Lake
Derik D. Garry, BS, Mankato
Joseph R. Gatten, BS, Burnsville
Sarah E. Gleitz, BS, Mankato
Megan E. Jelinek, BA, Maplewood
Allison M. Polster, BS, Chanhassen
Cynthia A. Posner, BS, Mankato
Joshua E. Randall, BS, Muncie, 

Indiana
Lindsay M. Stoeckicht, BA, Excelsior

DEPARTMENT OF 
THEATRE AND DANCE
Professor Paul Hustoles, 
Chairperson

Tharen E. Callanan, BFA, Mankato
Doug E. Castle, BS, Greenwood, 

Wisconsin
Matthew C. Davis, BS, Clifton, 

Colorado
Zachary W. Grau, BA, New Ulm
James P. Kirwin, BS, Grand Rapids
Mallory K. Martin, BS, Mankato
Toby A. Miller, BFA, Mankato
Jacleen R. Olson, BFA, Waconia

LIBERAL STUDIES
Sara Granberg-Rademacker,
Coordinator

Roberto B. Alvarado, AA, Mankato
Daniel J. Cooper, AA, Reading
Amanda L. Dahms, AA, Mankato
Andrew S. DalBello, AA, Rochester
Kay M. Fjeld, AA, Franklin
Megin M. Flitter, AA, Mankato
Tyler D. Fredin, AA, Rockwell, Iowa
Laura A. Gunderman, AA, Dundee
Azzizeh S. Haddad, AA, Eagle Lake
Bonnie L. Hanson, AA, Madison Lake
Tiffany J. Haubrick, AA, Champlin

Jenae L. Kaska, AA, Grafton, Iowa
Cassandra K. Luna, AA, Laramie, 

Wyoming
Abby N. McDonald, AA, Edina
Lindsey S. Mees, AA, Mankato
Jon P. Michaletz, AA, North Mankato
Peter D. Mielke, AA, Sleepy Eye
Michael B. Miller, AA, Chaska
Tara J. Neuman, AA, Granite Falls
Edna N. Nkwenti, AA, Saint Paul
Reannon K. Norland, AA, Rosemount
Andrea K. Owen, AA, Saint Cloud
Cy M. Reding, AA, Redwood Falls
Rebecca R. Redlin, AA, Mankato
Dawn M. Rozga, AA, Wells
Daniel R. Schroeder, AA, Morgan
Miranda A. Slama, AA, Belle Plaine
Tyler J. Stallman, AA, Blue Earth
Laura M. Swanson, AA, Stillwater
Mark N. VanderWilt, AA, Mankato
Lindsey M. Wagner, AA, Northfield
Anita C. Weir, AA, Fairfax
Kristina L. Willers, AA, Brooklyn Park
Matthew R. Winn, AA, Racine, 

Wisconsin

OPEN STUDIES
Professor Marshel Rossow

Tami L. Hoffman, BS, Mankato
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College of 
Business

The candidates will be presented by Scott D. Johnson, Dean.   

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Julie A. Berg, Accounting
Samuel W. Bohning, Management
Daniel J. Groh, Accounting
Jenifer M. Havemeier, Management
Jenifer M. Havemeier, Marketing
Phung T. Huynh, International 

Business
Irina Kansakar, Finance
Irina Kansakar, Accounting
Stephanie J. Miller, Accounting
Kaitlyn N. Moll, Accounting
Kaitlyn N. Moll, Finance
Jeffrey C. Tibbetts, International 

Business
Benjamin R. Van Wie, Accounting
Benjamin R. Van Wie, Finance
Krystle M. White, Finance

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Jatin Batra, Finance
Jatin Batra, International Business
Eric J. Beenken, Accounting
Hannah P. Berreau, Accounting
Hannah P. Berreau, Finance
Jennifer A. Bottelberghe, 

Management
Brian V. Chicos, Management
Whitney L. Compton, Management
Ashley A. Davis, Management
Kevin J. Eisenbeisz, Marketing
Krista A. Gillen, Accounting
Krista A. Gillen, Finance
Tara A. Hoisington, Marketing
Michelle C. Hopper, Accounting
Daniel L. Jonas, Marketing
Swadhin Karki, International Business
Zachary C. Miller, Accounting
Brooke A. Morgan, Accounting
Brooke A. Morgan, Finance
Craig A. Myhre, Marketing
Renee A. Norman, Management
Lindsay A. Oakland, Accounting
Lindsay A. Oakland, Management
Mindy L. O’Dell, Management
Ashley A. Peterson, Marketing
Brian B. Plath, Accounting
Brian B. Plath, Finance
Kay L. Prescher, Accounting
Twila K. Quast, Management
Joshua E. Randall, Management

Joseph M. Swintek, Marketing
Anthony J. Tanata, Marketing
Tyler M. Ties, Finance
William J. Titus, Accounting
Andrew J. Weiss, Accounting
David J. Working, Accounting
David J. Working, Finance
Nathan A. Zender, Finance
Nathan A. Zender, Management

CUM LAUDE
John P. Baltes, Accounting
John P. Baltes, Management
Ryan C. Birkemeyer, Management
Karim Choukairi, Finance
Karim Choukairi, Management
Jacob P. Dahlstrom, Management
Bradley A. Dybing, Marketing
Erich W. Fisher, Finance
Joanna L. Fries, Management
Stefanie A. Gibbs, Management
Cheryl A. Gibson, Management
Nathan R. Grunwald, Accounting
Jamie L. Healy, Marketing
Joseph W. Hellman, Accounting
Joseph W. Hellman, Finance
Preston T. Holtz, Marketing
Lucas R. Howk, Management
Ryan M. Jansen, Marketing
Saida M. Karamagi, Management
Kurtis M. Kisio, Management
Peter T. Knutson, Management
Christopher M. Kulzer, Accounting
Tracy K. Landgraff, Management
Laurie A. Lloyd, Accounting
William S. Lubbesmeyer, Marketing
Jon R. McIntyre, Marketing
Erin E. Murphy, Finance
Masataka Nihira, Finance
Bridget J. Olsen, Finance
Daniel C. Ristau, Accounting
Nicholas M. Salonek, Finance
Jolene D. Sieben, Accounting
Amber S. Spanier, International 

Business
Nida Sumar, Accounting
Michael J. Thomas, Management
Nicholas J. Thunker, Finance
Thomas J. Vondra, Finance
Mark R. Werner, Management
Victoria R. Werr, Management

DEPARTMENT OF 
ACCOUNTING AND
BUSINESS LAW
Professor Mary Rolfes, 
Chairperson

Aisha Apoudjak, BS, Mankato
Adam M. Arends, BS, Estherville, Iowa
Joshua T. Arndt, BS, Montevideo
John P. Baltes, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Eric J. Beenken, BS, Farmington
Jennifer D. Benford, BS, Belle Plaine
Julie A. Berg, BS, Redwood Falls*
Hannah P. Berreau, BS, Le Sueur
Nicole L. Bresser, BS, Mankato
Tressa M. Bushaw, BS, Saint Peter
Kelly M. Chad, BS, Woodbury
Ryan M. Eckhart, BS, Woodbury
Laura E. Frank, BS, Cleveland
Crista A. Frederick, BS, Eagle Lake
Lyndsey L. Freeman, BS, Mankato
Krista A. Gillen, BS, Faribault*
Amy J. Groebner, BS, Slayton
Daniel J. Groh, BS, Janesville*
Nathan R. Grunwald, BS, New Ulm
Joseph W. Hellman, BS, Burt, Iowa
George H. Henry, BS, Kenyon
Roger G. Hoeben, BS, Apple Valley
Michelle C. Hopper, BS, Davenport, 

Iowa*
Umair Javed, BS, Pakistan
Britta L. Johnson, BS, Burnsville
Irina Kansakar, BS, Nepal*
Faizan M. Khan, BS, Pakistan
Caiyun Z. Kontz, BS, Albert Lea*
Christopher M. Kulzer, BS, 
	 Sauk Centre
Jesse S. Lindahl, BS, Hastings
Laurie A. Lloyd, BS, Le Center
Scott C. Luepke, BS, Courtland
Ryan P. McCabe, BS, Mankato
Stephanie J. Miller, BS, Mankato*
Zachary C. Miller, BS, Princeton
Kaitlyn N. Moll, BS, Freeport*
Brooke A. Morgan, BS, Austin
Jenna M. Mueller, BS, Prior Lake
Lindsay A. Oakland, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Brooke J. Peterson, BS, Northfield
William I. Pierce, BS, Roseville
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Brian B. Plath, BS, Hastings*
Wendy M. Pollack, BS, Eden Prairie
Kay L. Prescher, BS, Mankato
Kristine J. Rebelein, BS, Buffalo 

Center, Iowa
Daniel C. Ristau, BS, Blue Earth
Jolene D. Sieben, BS, Burtrum
Nida Sumar, BS, Pakistan
Melissa L. Theisen, BS, Medicine 

Lake
William J. Titus, BS, White Bear Lake*
Benjamin R. Van Wie, BS, Plymouth*
Daniel J. Voss, BS, Lakefield
Andrew J. Weiss, BS, Prairie du Sac, 

Wisconsin
Bryan D. Wellner, BS, Mankato
Shanna G. Willaert, BS, Mankato
Kevin E. Wittbrot, BS, Waukesha, 

Wisconsin
Brent Wood, BS, Mankato
David J. Working, BS, Blaine

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
Professor Stephen Wilcox,
Chairperson

Joshua T. Arndt, BS, Montevideo
Adam R. Axelsen, BS, Menomonie, 

Wisconsin
Ryan A. Bald, BS, Lakeville
Lamin B. Barrow, BS, Mankato
Jatin Batra, BS, India
Hannah P. Berreau, BS, Le Sueur
Taylor W. Broten, BS, Cumberland, 

Wisconsin
Andrew R. Bruce, BS, Stillwater
Jerome R. Butler, BS, Mankato
Sara L. Campbell, BS, Montgomery
Karim Choukairi, BS, Morocco
Bryan J. Christensen, BS, Andover
Yvette C. Firle, BS, Lake Crystal
Erich W. Fisher, BS, Rochester
Eric W. Gendreau, BS, Circle Pines
Krista A. Gillen, BS, Faribault
Lora A. Hammermeister, BS, Mankato
Daniel J. Harke, BS, Stevens Point, 

Wisconsin
Joseph W. Hellman, BS, Burt, Iowa
Mitchell P. Hewitt, BS, Eden Prairie
Nathan R. Johnson, BS, Roseville
Tyler P. Johnson, BS, Mankato
Irina Kansakar, BS, Nepal*
Faizan M. Khan, BS, Pakistan
Owais Khan, BS, Pakistan
Todd N. Kuester, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Kathleen J. Landherr, BS, Owatonna

Goad N. Lor, BS, Saint Paul
Jessica J. Martens, BS, Gaylord
Timothy J. Mitchell, BS, Jackson
Mohamoud S. Mohamoud, BS, 

Mankato
Kaitlyn N. Moll, BS, Freeport*
Brooke A. Morgan, BS, Austin
Kevin Motarjemi, BS, Mankato
Erin E. Murphy, BS, Blue Earth
Muhammad M. Naqvi, BS, Pakistan
Masataka Nihira, BS, Japan
Bridget J. Olsen, BS, Courtland
Brian B. Plath, BS, Hastings*
Daniel T. Polson, BS, Mankato
Nicholas M. Salonek, BS, Montrose
Sarah J. Schroeder, BS, New Ulm
Robert L. Smith, BS, Mankato
Joshua B. Spiess, BS, Mankato
Chad M. Stranlund, BS, Savage
Nicholas J. Thunker, BS, Prior Lake
Tyler M. Ties, BS, Lewiston*
Daniel H. Tzegay, BS, Oakdale
Benjamin R. Van Wie, BS, Plymouth*
Thomas J. Vondra, BS, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota
Daniel J. Voss, BS, Lakefield
Linsey K. Warmka, BS, Wells
Bradley E. Webbles, BS, Rochester
Krystle M. White, BS, Windom*
Kelsey E. Willard, BS, Eagle Lake
Kevin E. Wittbrot, BS, Waukesha, 

Wisconsin
David J. Working, BS, Blaine
Benjamin L. Zellmann, BS, Saint 

James
Nathan A. Zender, BS, Sherburn

DEPARTMENT OF
MANAGEMENT
Professor Miles Smayling,
Chairperson

Sara M. Adams, BS, Janesville
Luke D. Anderson, BS, Elk River
John P. Baltes, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Zachary W. Bartlett, BS, Mankato
Paul S. Bateman, BS, North Mankato
Reed J. Becher, BS, Champlin
Andrea M. Berg, BS, Kasota
Brandon H. Bertsch, BS, Dubuque, 

Iowa
Ryan C. Birkemeyer, BS, Mankato
Samuel W. Bohning, BS, Lake 

Crystal*
Jennifer A. Bottelberghe, BS, 

Minneota*

Taylor W. Broten, BS, Cumberland, 
Wisconsin

Brian V. Chicos, BS, West Concord*
Karim Choukairi, BS, Morocco
Daniel M. Clifford, BS, Bloomington
Whitney L. Compton, BS, Knoxville, 

Iowa
Anna M. Crittenden, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Jacob P. Dahlstrom, BS, Maple Grove
Ashley A. Davis, BS, Forest City, Iowa
Bethany A. Ebling, BS, Phoenix, 

Arizona
Spencer H. Erickson, BS, Richfield
Darren E. Esser, BS, Blue Earth
Myles R. FitzSimmons, BS, 
	 Good Thunder
Mark C. Friedrich, BS, Goodhue
Joanna L. Fries, BS, North Mankato
Stefanie A. Gibbs, BS, Kilkenny
Cheryl A. Gibson, BS, Mankato
Dahmon K. Gullord, BS, Fairmont
Nicholas R. Hage, BS, Lakefield
Justin R. Haines, BS, Mason City, 

Iowa
Emily J. Haugen, BS, Zumbrota
Jenifer M. Havemeier, BS, 
	 Coon Rapids
Travis A. Heidebrink, BS, Rushmore
Cory A. Helland, BS, Mapleton
Morgan L. Helmers, BS, Jackson
Marcus C. Hinkley, BS, Freeborn
Jenna M. Hoernemann, BS, 
	 Young America
Jessica J. Holweger, BS, Virginia
Lucas R. Howk, BS, New Ulm
Cathryn M. Jensen, BS, Tyler
Britta L. Johnson, BS, Burnsville
Cassie J. Johnson, BS, Janesville
Mark E. Johnson, BS, North Mankato
Jocelyn K. Jones, BS, Round Lake
Saida M. Karamagi, BS, Tanzania, 

United Republic of
Kurtis M. Kisio, BS, Canada
Martin J. Klingberg, BS, 
	 Vadnais Heights
Peter T. Knutson, BS, Mankato
Sandie L. Knutson, BS, Mankato
Tracy K. Landgraff, BS, Chisago City
Kathleen J. Landherr, BS, Owatonna
Eric E. Larson, BS, Sleepy Eye
Xiong Lor, BS, Saint Paul
Muhammad I. Malik, BS, Pakistan
Colleen M. McGuire, BS, Shakopee
Nathan A. Metcalf, BS, East Grand 

Forks
Dallas A. Mitchell, BS, North Sioux, 

South Dakota
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Adam O. Mohamud, BS, Rochestser
Chad M. Nelson, BS, Fridley
David M. Newell, BS, Albert Lea
Mark A. Newman, BS, New Ulm
Renee A. Norman, BS, 
	 New Richland*
Lindsay A. Oakland, BS, 
	 North Mankato
Mindy L. O’Dell, BS, Rosemount
Heather S. Olson, BS, Preston
Cassy A. O’Neil, BS, Norwood
Alicia N. Paakh, BS, Cedar
Michael J. Payne, BS, Mankato
David J. Pederson, BS, Stillwater
Sally J. Pinske, BS, North Mankato
Twila K. Quast, BS, Shakopee*
Joshua E. Randall, BS, Muncie, 

Indiana
Alan J. Reiser, BS, New Ulm
Tyler G. Rogers, BS, Brewster
Annette F. Ruiz, BS, Mankato
Taryn L. Runck, BS, Springfield
Charles W. Schmitz, BS, Canby
Jason H. Sibert, BS, Montevideo
Julie M. Sticha, BS, New Prague
Samantha M. Strese, BS, Northfield
Lawrence E. Swann, III, BS, Morgan
Zachary R. Swanum, BS, Shakopee
Charles J. Teppen, BS, Northfield
Michael J. Thomas, BS, Rochester
Melissa A. Tripp, BS, Worthington
Matthew R. Turek, BS, Mankato
Meghan A. Van Heuklon, BS, 

Rochester
Todd K. Waldron, BS, Burnsville
Kathryn A. Walker, BS, Brooklyn Park
Stephen J. Webb, BS, Eden Prairie
Anthony J. Weber, BS, South 
	 Saint Paul
Jeffrey M. Weber, BS, Le Center
Mark R. Werner, BS, Saint Peter
Victoria R. Werr, BS, Shoreview
Dustyn W. Wikert, BS, Ringsted, Iowa
Nicholas P. Williams, BS, Le Sueur
Matthew C. Wimer, BS, Maple Grove
David R. Winkel, BS, Roseville
Dao Xiong, BS, Kimberly, Wisconsin
Nathan A. Zender, BS, Sherburn

DEPARTMENT OF 
MARKETING AND 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
Professor Ann Kuzma, 
Chairperson

Matthew A. Ahern, BS, Lindstrom
Jordan C. Anderson, BS, Litchfield
Abbie M. Bak, BS, Beresford, 
	 South Dakota
Bradley P. Barnard, BS, Good Thunder
Tara A. Barrett, BS, Rothchild, 

Wisconsin
Jatin Batra, BS, India
Bradley R. Bosacker, BS, Jackson
James M. Broden, BS, Eden Prairie
Matthew A. Bykowski, BS, 
	 Eden Prairie
Anna M. Crittenden, BS, 
	 North Mankato
JaNaye B. Dee, BS, Rosemount
Bradley A. Dybing, BS, Lanesboro
Kevin J. Eisenbeisz, BS, Aberdeen, 

South Dakota
Luke A. Emmerich, BS, Minneapolis
Mackenzie S. Felton, BS, Eagan
Scott T. Fick, BS, Hutchinson
Gabriela Fraga, BS, Madelia
Thomas J. Gladwin, BS, Maple Grove
Tyler S. Goodmanson, BS, 
	 Maple Grove
Allan B. Gould, BS, Savage
Alison M. Green, BS, Apple Valley
Laura A. Grenander, BS, 
	 Apple Valley
Derek B. Guertin, BS, Lino Lakes
Jenifer M. Havemeier, BS, 
	 Coon Rapids*
Jamie L. Healy, BS, Mounds View
Jennifer M. Heiman, BS, Coon Rapids
Jeff A. Hellickson, BS, Preston
Daniel R. Henning, BS, Hutchinson
Tara A. Hoisington, BS, Coon Rapids
Scott A. Hollinger, BS, Mankato
Preston T. Holtz, BS, Litchfield
Lucas M. Hughes, BS, Apple Valley
Phung T. Huynh, BS, Vietnam
Audra J. Jackson, BS, Windom
Ryan M. Jansen, BS, Bloomington
Jennifer M. Johnson, BS, Rosemount
Mark E. Johnson, BS, North Mankato
Tressa L. Johnson, BS, Shoreview
Daniel L. Jonas, BS, Blaine

Swadhin Karki, BS, Nepal
Jacob A. Karst, BS, Woodbury
Faizan M. Khan, BS, Pakistan
Alexandra R. Krenz, BS, Madelia
Kevin M. Kujala, BS, White Bear 

Township
Eric E. Larson, BS, Sleepy Eye
Matthew D. Learn, BS, Lyle
William S. Lubbesmeyer, BS, 
	 Apple Valley
Vincent M. Lyons, BS, Eagle Lake
David M. Mahabir, BS, Louisianna, 

Missouri
Laura A. Martin, BS, Mankato
Anton A. Martynenko, BS, Eagan
Dustin J. Mathis, BS, Coon Rapids
Josue Mayorga, BS, Worthington
Jon R. McIntyre, BS, North Saint Paul
Ryan T. McNamara, BS, Apple Valley
Casey R. Meyer, BS, Lakeville
Patrick J. Midthun, BS, Orono
Mary K. Moharter, BS, Eagan
Stephanie A. Moncada, BS, Oakdale
Matthew S. Mowry, BS, Burnsville
Craig A. Myhre, BS, Minneota
Matthew D. Peschong, BS, 
	 Brooklyn Park
Ashley A. Peterson, BS, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota
Sally J. Pinske, BS, North Mankato
Eric M. Preuss, BS, Wood Lake
Craig Regep, BS, Victoria
Kristin A. Renstrom, BS, White Bear 

Lake
Robert J. Rieger, BS, Mankato
Amy M. Rindels, BS, Preston
Brittany L. Scott, BS, Tracy
Manisha Shrestha, BS, Nepal
Amber S. Spanier, BS, Paynesville
Brandon C. Stepanek, BS, Savage
Tiffany R. Stevens, BS, Eden Prairie
Zachary S. Stevens, BS, Erwinna, 

Pennsylvania
Joseph M. Swintek, BS, Maple Grove*
Anthony J. Tanata, BS, Stewart*
Lindsay R. Tasche, BS, Hutchinson
Morgan M. Thompson, BS, Owatonna
Jeffrey C. Tibbetts, BS, Burnsville*
Aaron J. Van Heuklon, BS, Rochester
Chad M. Vosejpka, BS, Lonsdale
Mackenzie L. Willman, BS, Burnsville
Zachary T. Wilson, BS, Gilbert
Anny Yu, BS, Hong Kong
Sara E. Zezza, BS, Hudson, Wisconsin

d   d 
*Member of Beta Gamma Sigma
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College of 
Science, Engineering and Technology

The candidates will be presented by John E. Frey, Dean.   
	   
SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Jamie L. Halbersma, Interior Design
Cole M. Helget, Automotive 

Engineering Technology
Jonathan C. McCabe, Biology: 

Human Biology
Jennifer D. Swintek, Interior Design

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Emmanuel Awah-Niba Achu, 

Biochemistry
Logan A. Beenken, Computer and 

Information Sciences
Paul F. Burkhardt, Life Science 

(Biology)
Ronay K. Conway, Chemistry
Samuel D. Crow, Computer Science
Micah J. Eisentrager, Construction 

Management
Leila M. Erdmann, Biology: 
	 Human Biology
Scott R. Gilles, Biology: 
	 Human Biology
Dulcee A. Gilmore, Biology: 
	 Human Biology
Nicole A. Jechorek, Interior Design 

and Construction Management
Rumman H. Kabir, Electrical 

Engineering
Caleb J. Kortuem, Computer and 

Information Sciences
Elizabeth E. Mauland, Biology: 

Human Biology
Joseph H. Montag, Construction 

Management
Eric W. Oei, Electrical Engineering
Tony S. Olinger, Management 

Information Systems
Derek J. Price, Construction 

Management
Dana M. Reinhart, Computer Science
Ryan D. Schniepp, Construction 

Management
Dan J. Schuette, Construction 

Management
Ashika Shrestha, Electrical Engineering

Ross W. Stockman, Computer and 
Information Sciences

Tenzing G. Surshar Lama, Biology: 
Human Biology

Tenzing G. Surshar Lama, Biology: 
Microbiology

Tenzing G. Surshar Lama, 
Biotechnology

Cynthia A. Williams, Biology: 
Human Biology

CUM LAUDE
James M. Bjerke, Mathematics
Cassandra M. Borg, Biology: 
	 Human Biology
Matthew J. Bune, Chemistry
Neil M. Darling, Computer and 

Information Sciences
Maria A. Downs, Biology: Ecology
Andrew P. Engelmeyer, Computer 

and Information Sciences
Eric J. Esselman, Automotive 

Engineering Technology
Ashley R. Fordyce, Biology: Zoology
Maureen K. Fredrickson, 
	 Interior Design
David M. Freitag, Construction 

Management
Brittany A. Joyce, Interior Design
Abby L. Kremer, Biology: 
	 Human Biology
Grete A. Laingen, Interior Design
Erin E. Murphy, Interior Design
Sara A. Ockwig, Interior Design
Daniel T. Prihoda, Automotive 

Engineering Technology
Gail M. Schwartz, Interior Design 

and Construction Management
Subin Shrestha, Computer Science
Zachary G. Sonnek, Computer 

Science
Mohammad A. Taj, Computer and 

Information Sciences
Cory D. Tellers, Construction 

Management

DEPARTMENT OF 
AUTOMOTIVE AND
MANUFACTURING
ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGY
Professor Ann Goebel, 
Chairperson

Fredrick E. Anderson, III, BS, Hastings
Cory G. Barwald, BS, Brook Park
Christopher J. Connors, BS, Eagan
Eric J. Esselman, BS, Spencer, 

Wisconsin
Brian L. Fabian, BS, Mankato
Christopher M. Grasser, BS, 

Mankato
Cole M. Helget, BS, Sleepy Eye
Matthew J. Hodder, BS, Princeton
Aaron L. Isakson, BS, Shakopee
Andrew M. Isder, BS, Avoca
Matthew S. Jackson, BS, Buffalo
Jason J. Kline, BS, Mankato
Jacob L. Kriesel, BS, Longsville
Adam A. Larson, BS, Maplewood
Kristopher C. Lee, BS, Saint Paul
Patrick T. Lehmann, BS, Millville
Jonathan K. Liu, BS, Lakeville
Luke G. Markham, BS, Janesville, 

Wisconsin
Ilyas S. Maye, BS, Minneapolis
Peter T. Meier, BS, New Ulm
Martin Mogensen, BS, Saint Peter
Joshua B. Oachs, BS, Mankato
Matthew T. Paschal, BS, New 

London, Missouri
Daniel T. Prihoda, BS, Austin
Craig M. Rappe, BS, Owatonna
Anthony J. Reichel, BS, Eden Prairie
Blake R. Rosengren, BS, Saint Paul
Scott P. Sandstrom, BS, Roseau
Jeremy M. Schimek, BS, Blue Earth
Derek L. Sicheneder, BS, Delavan
Chester S. Stuckmayer, BS, Pine River
Zachary J. Sundberg, BS, Duluth
Jacob K. Wilson, BS, Cokato
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DEPARTMENT OF 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Professor Gregg Marg, 
Chairperson

Kowsar H. Adan, BS, Mankato
Sarah R. Alford, BS, New Ulm
Yusuf B. Ali, BS, Mankato
Tonya M. Ansel, BS, Dubuque, Iowa
Amanda J. Appel, BS, Mapleton
Cassandra M. Borg, BS, Custer, 

South Dakota
Monica R. Brooks, BS, Owatonna
Jake R. Buchholtz, BS, Forest Lake
Meggie M. Burke, BS, North 

Mankato
Paul F. Burkhardt, BS, Vernon Center
Carrie A. Christensen, BS, Kasson
Danielle M. DeVito, BS, Bloomington
Malia K. Dinga, BS, Plymouth
Ryan D. Doane, BS, Plainview
Maria A. Downs, BS, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota
Leila M. Erdmann, BS, Hillpoint, 

Wisconsin
Jacob J. Firle, BS, New Ulm
Ashley R. Fordyce, BS, Atwater
Scott R. Gilles, BS, Adams
Heather J. Gilman, BS, Truman
Dulcee A. Gilmore, BS, Jackson
Abdullahi A. Hosh, BS, Minneapolis
Adam E. Johnson, BS, Mankato
Abby L. Kremer, BS, Marshalltown, 

Iowa
Kurt T. Lahr, BS, Dassel
Samantha J. Luedke, BS, Maple Grove
Elizabeth E. Mauland, BS, Saint Peter
Jonathan C. McCabe, BS, Mankato
Sonja C. Opitz, BS, Hopkins
Josiah O. Owino, BS, Mankato
AmandaJo V. Schluter, BS, Le Sueur
Carrie A. Sharpe, BS, Morgan
Brett D. Shultz, BS, New Richland
Tara L. Simmons, BS, Albert Lea
Daniel M. Smedberg, BS, 
	 Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
Tenzing G. Surshar Lama, BS, Nepal
Cynthia A. Williams, BS, Mankato
Bridgett M. Winkels, BS, Mankato

DEPARTMENT OF 
CHEMISTRY AND GEOLOGY   
Professor Brian Groh, 
Chairperson

Emmanuel Awah-Niba Achu, BS, 
Cameroon

Matthew J. Bune, BA, Lakeland
Ronay K. Conway, BA, Menomonie, 

Wisconsin
Sean M. Eppel, BS, Burnsville
Ashly T. Flynn, BA, Eden Prairie
Eric E. Hall, BA, New Ulm
Rachel L. Murtha, BA, Mankato
Katrina M. Sandeberg, BA, Burnsville
Chad A. Walden, BS, New Ulm

DEPARTMENT OF 
COMPUTER SCIENCE  
Professor Steven Case, 
Chairperson

Sarmad Abbas, BS, United Kingdom 
(Great Britain)

Hitham S. Al Qadheeb, BS, Mankato
Logan A. Beenken, BS, Albert Lea
Shao-Wen Chen, BS, Taiwan
Samuel D. Crow, BS, Waterville
Neil M. Darling, BS, Coon Rapids
Josh M. Dean, BS, Apple Valley
Kenneth M. Dowe, BS, Burnsville
Andrew P. Engelmeyer, BS, Eagan
Pan Gao, BS, Saint Louis, Missouri
Alex H. Goltz, BS, Elmore
John W. Hiner, BS, Northfield
Neil A. Ihrke, BS, Plainview
Peter A. Kloss, BS, Madison Lake
John J. Koniges, BS, Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina
David W. Korsman, BS, New Brighton
Caleb J. Kortuem, BS, Madison Lake
Joshua N. Lanners, BS, Kandiyohi
Tony Lee, BS, Brooklyn Park
Adam E. Lesperance, BS, 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Michael A. Madsen, BS, Lino Lakes
Ivan A. Marte, BS, Fairmont
Andrew S. Mueller, BS, Austin
Quinten C. Nelson, BS, Owatonna

Amged A. Omran, BS, White 
	 Bear Lake
Pankaj R. Pande, BS, Nepal
Corey J. Peoples, BS, Owatonna
John F. Prout, BS, Mendota Heights
Abbas Raza, BS, Pakistan
Dana M. Reinhart, BS, New Ulm
Joshua A. Rising, BS, Fridley
Andrew R. Schmidt, BS, Vadnais 

Heights
Grace E. Schwab, BS, Albert Lea
Justin L. Sharpe, BS, Spicer
Subin Shrestha, BS, Nepal
Kyle J. Sjostrand, BS, Mankato
Zachary G. Sonnek, BS, Mankato
Christopher D. Stalboerger, BS, 

Mankato
Ross W. Stockman, BS, Norwood
Mohammad A. Taj, BS, Pakistan
Alex M. Thom, BS, Mankato
Nicholas C. Zell, BS, Janesville

DEPARTMENT OF 
ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER
ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY
Professor Bill Hudson, 
Chairperson

Raymond F. Cracauer, BS Computer 
Engineering, Bloomington

Nathan D. Entinger, BS Computer 
Engineering, Mankato

Rumman H. Kabir, BSEE, Bangladesh
Eric W. Oei, BSEE, Indonesia
Ashika Shrestha, BSEE, Nepal
Mohnish J. Tuladhar, BSEE, Nepal

Department of
Information Systems 
and Technology
Professor David Haglin, 
Chairperson

Justin R. DeRock, BS, Buffalo Lake
Philip B. Geertsema, BS, Worthington
Cassandra L. McCready, BS, 

Worthington
Tony S. Olinger, BS, Carver
Daniel J. Workman, BS, Eden Prairie
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DEPARTMENT OF 
INTERIOR DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT
Professor Scott Fee, 
Chairperson

Justin J. Anderson, BS, Watertown
Kara M. Ballman, BS, Cleveland
Matthew F. Becker, BS, Eden Prairie
Ian J. Bigham, BS, Long Lake
Andrew E. Brooks, BS, Plymouth
Lee T. Brown, BS, Lake Crystal
Mark A. Butler, BS, Owatonna
Christine M. Cemenski, BS, Le Sueur
Eric J. Chin, BS, Apple Valley
Matthew A. Dankers, BS, Farmington
Brian A. DeVries, BS, Worthington
Jim M. Dilling, BS, Fond du Lac, 

Wisconsin
Blake R. Dronen, BS, Chaska
Matthew L. Eastman, BS, Maple Grove
Micah J. Eisentrager, BS, Lakeville
Stephanie L. Espersen, BS, Saint Paul
Nicholas M. Fiecke, BS, Mankato
Paul C. Fischer, BS, Prior Lake
Amy L. Fluck, BS, Redwood Falls
Maureen K. Fredrickson, BS, Warren
David M. Freitag, BS, Saint James
Adam S. Glynn, BS, Mankato
Jamie L. Halbersma, BS, Pipestone
Jeffrey J. Hanson, BS, Baxter
Jeremy R. Hanson, BS, Nerstrand
Alisa M. Hoehn, BS, Saint Peter
Andrew J. Hoffmann, BS, Bloomington
Samuel F. Hoppe, BS, Lonsdale

Megan M. Howes, BS, Stewartville
Nicole A. Jechorek, BS, Brooklyn Park
Leanne L. Jobe, BS, Shoreview
Brianna B. Johnson, BS, Saint Peter
Heidi L. Johnson, BS, Montgomery
Tracy L. Johnson, BS, Mankato
Patrick W. Jones, BS, Apple Valley
Brittany A. Joyce, BS, Wayzata
Adam J. Kramer, BS, Mankato
Dustin G. Kruger, BS, New Prague
Grete A. Laingen, BS, Willmar
Jordan T. LaSota, BS, Chanhassen
Thomas R. Libbesmeier, BS, Kimball
Justin W. Manke, BS, Stacy
Joseph H. Montag, BS, Manchester, 

Iowa
Erin E. Murphy, BS, Blue Earth
Joy A. Newberg, BS, Lake Crystal
Lynsie S. Nicol, BS, Shoreview
Patrick R. Nordberg, BS, Hanover
Sara A. Ockwig, BS, North 
	 Saint Paul
Heather N. Olson, BS, Somerset, 

Wisconsin
John T. Pekar, BS, Brainerd
Derek J. Price, BS, Mankato
Eric A. Radel, BS, Mankato
Kyle R. Rhodes, BS, Elk River
Ryan D. Schniepp, BS, Cottage Grove
Melissa J. Schoeppner, BS, Le Sueur
Victoria L. Schossow, BS, Saint Paul
Christopher M. Schreiber, BS, 

Burnsville
Dan J. Schuette, BS, Watertown
Trevor R. Schuster, BS, Alden
Gail M. Schwartz, BS, Le Sueur
Bradley A. Seykora, BS, Owatonna

Benjamin J. Smith, BS, Apple Valley
Ryan R. Stewart, BS, Roberts, 

Wisconsin
Christopher D. Swanson, BS, Fairmont
Jessica M. Swart, BS, Rosemount
Jennifer D. Swintek, BS, Maple Grove
Cory D. Tellers, BS, Chaska
Lane G. tenCate, BS, Ogilvie
Andrew B. Theirl, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Daniel J. Thompson, BS, Nicollet
Mark P. Thuente, BS, Clinton
Derek R. Ugland, BS, Kenyon
Robert E. Ulferts, BS, Mankato
Betsy L. Waller, BS, Austin
Kelsey K. Waterworth, BS, Corcoran
Daniel E. Welty, BS, Ham Lake
Tony J. Wendland, BS, Plymouth
Laura J. Wiener, BS, Sartell
Naomi R. Wike, BS, Viborg, 
	 South Dakota
Shawn C. Wilson, BS, Dellwood
Joseph A. Winkelman, BS, Princeton
Mikki J. Winter, BS, Faribault

DEPARTMENT OF 
MATHEMATICS AND
STATISTICS 
Professor Ernest Boyd,
Chairperson

James M. Bjerke, BS, Fulda
Reid W. Breitenfeldt, BS, Mankato
Casey R. O’Brien, BS, Rochester
Jennifer V. Soine, BS, Brooklyn Park
Bryan H. Zachau, BS, Andover
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Program 
12:00 p.m.

Prelude Concert 	 Minnesota Valley Brass Quintet		
	 Gerard Aloisio, Professor of Music
	 Tom Giles, Emeritus Professor of Music
	 Stewart Ross, Professor of Music
	 Dave Schultz, ‘70, ‘73	
	 Doug Snapp, Associate Professor of Music
	 Minnesota State University, Mankato

Processional March               	 Edward Elgar/arrangement by Douglas R. Snapp

National Anthem	 Kimm Julian
	 Assistant Professor of Music
	 Minnesota State University, Mankato	

Greetings	 Mary E. Jacquart
	 Director of Government Relations
	 Office of the Chancellor
	 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities

	 Trustee David Olson, Chair
	 Board of Trustees
	 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
			
	
Address	                                                                                            Amber Marie Moon
	 Bachelor of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate
	 College of Allied Health and Nursing

	 Bryan Matthew Stempka
	 Master of Science 
	 Fall 2007 Graduate 
	 College of Education

	 Honey Lynn Stempka
	 Master of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate
	 College of Education		
		
	 Sharon JoAnn Dexheimer
	 Bachelor of Science
	 Fall 2007 Graduate 
	 College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 	
 
Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Minnesota State University, Mankato	 Cynthia Vlasich, ‘78, President
Mankato Alumni Association	 Minnesota State Mankato Alumni Association

Recessional March *

*Audience to remain seated.
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Platform Guests 
RICHARD DAVENPORT
	 President
	 Minnesota State University, 

Mankato

MARY E. JACQUART
  	Director of Government 

Relations
  	Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities

TRUSTEE DAVID OLSON, 
CHAIR

	 Board of Trustees
	 Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities

JOHN C. ALESSIO
	 Dean of the College of 

Social and 
	 Behavioral Sciences

ANNE BLACKHURST
	 Interim Dean of the 

College of Graduate 
Studies and Research

MARY BLIESMER
	 Chairperson and Professor 

of School of Nursing

MARILYN DELMONT
	 Vice President for 

Technology and Chief 
Information Officer

MICHAEL T. FAGIN
	 Vice President for 

Institutional Diversity
 

KAYE HERTH
	 Dean of the College of 

Allied Health and Nursing	

ROBERT HOFFMAN
	 Vice President for Strategic 

Business, Education, and 
Regional Partnerships

MICHAEL A. MILLER
	 Interim Vice President for 
	 University Advancement

SCOTT R. OLSON
	 Provost and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs

JOAN ROCA
	 Dean of Library Services

Procession Participants
FACULTY HONOR
MARSHALS
Mary Bliesmer, Chairperson 

and Professor of School of 
Nursing

John A. Romas, Chairperson 
and Professor of Health 
Science

COLLEGE HONOR
MARSHALS
Steve Bohnenblust, College 

of Allied Health and 
Nursing

Sandra Mullins, College of 
Education

William Wagner, College 
of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences

JUNIOR HONOR
MARSHALS
Heidi S. Rusch, College of 

Allied Health and Nursing
Michael A. Meeker, College 

of Education

Andrea J. Niemeier, College 
of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences

MARCHING FACULTY
 
PROFESSORS
William Anderson
Donna Brauer
LTC Thomas R. Cooper
Sherry Folsom-Meek
Clark Johnson
Norma Krumwiede
Judith Kuster
Martin Mitchell
Bikash Nandy
James Petersen
Gary Rushing
Patricia Young

ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSORS

Wayne Allen
Rick Auger
Barb Bergman
Maria Bevacqua

Christine Black-Hughes
Carol Brown
Loretta DeLong
Nancy Fitzsimons
Kathleen Foord
Atrayee Ghosh Roy
Diane Graham
Karl Matz
Ron Nickerson
Jerry W. Robicheau
Pedro Thomas
Mary Visser
Robin R. Wingo

ASSISTANT 
PROFESSORS

Dawn Albertson
Michelle Alvarez
David Bissonnette
Jill Conlon
Maurella Cunningham
Anne Dahlman
Kebba Darboe
Lillian Duran
Lisa Fleck
Terry Fogg
Julia Hebenstreit

Vicki Hunter
Karen Hurlbutt
Deborah Jesseman
Kelly Krumwiede
Kirsten Letofsky
Theresa Mackey
Paul Mackie
SFC John Moore
Agnes Odina
Kevin Parsneau
Andrew Phemister
Craig L. Ruedy
Elizabeth Sandell
Ronald Schirmer
Jessica Schomberg
Sarah Sifers
Jocelyn Stitt
Marlene Tappe
Rachelle Toupence
Beth Wielde
Forrest Wilkerson

ADMINISTRATIVE and 
SUPPORT FACULTY
Maria Baxter-Nuamah
Diane Berge

JOHN A. ROMAS
	 Chairperson and Professor 

of Health Science

RICHARD J. STRAKA
	 Vice President for 
	 Finance and Administration

CYNTHIA VLASICH
	 President of Minnesota 

State University, Mankato 
Alumni Association

RONALD P. WEISS
	 Associate Professor of 

Educational Leadership

WALTER E. WOLFF
	 Interim Assistant Vice 

President for Student Affairs
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College of 
Graduate Studies

The candidates will be presented by Anne Blackhurst, Interim Dean.

MASTER OF ARTS
Vegard Aaland, Norway
Political Science
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
Thesis: Exceptionalism in United 

States Foreign Policy Behavior

Daniel Allosso, Ortonville
History
Advisor: Dr. Erwin Grieshaber
Thesis: Chile, Copper, and History: 

The Influence of Copper on Intra-
Elite Struggles in Chilian History

Lance W. Andrews, Seven Fields, 
Pennsylvania

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Sachau
Thesis: Tournament Validity: Are Some 

Tournaments a Better Test of Player 
Ability Than Others?

	   
Amina Arte, Rochester
Political Science
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Aaron J. Aslakson, Hancock
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Mary Visser
	   
Joshua E. Aul, Glencoe
Urban Planning
Advisor: Dr. Raymond Asomani-Boateng
	   
Christina M. Bade, Mankato
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Walsh
Thesis: A Research Investigation 

of the Relationship between 
Competitive Anxiety and Causal 
Attributions of Male and Female 
Collegiate Tennis Players

Benjamin D. Baker, Saint Peter
Urban and Regional Studies
Advisor: Dr. David Laverny-Rafter
	   

Kayla P. Barth, Alexandria
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Ecker
Thesis: Quality of Life in Phase II 

Cardiac Rehabilitation Patients

Pari B. Becker, Minnetonka	
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Andrea Lassiter
Thesis: Transformational Leadership and 

Social Intelligence: An Evaluation of 
the 2006-2007 Leadership Institute 
at Minnesota State Mankato

William L. Beene, Little Rock, Arkansas
Physical Education
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Stephanie J. Begley, Coal Valley, 

Illinois
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Walsh
Thesis: A Survey Investigation among 

Division II Female Basketball, 
Softball, and Volleyball Teams on 
Select Measures of Cohesion

Ward A. Berndt, Rollingstone
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
Thesis: An Investigation of Post-

Conventional Moral Reasoning 
among Intercollegiate Athletes

LaTisha M. Birkeland, Plymouth
Urban Planning
Advisor: Dr. David Laverny-Rafter
	   
Anne E. Bonsall Hoekstra, 
	 Cedar Falls, Iowa
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Buchanan
Thesis: Effectiveness of a Video 

Designed to Increase Positive 
Emotional Responding in 
Individuals with Dementia

Michael R. Boulton, Porter
Urban and Regional Studies
Advisor: Dr. Miriam Porter
	   

Steven R. Carleton, Mankato
Urban Planning
Advisor: Dr. Raymond Asomani-Boateng
	   
Yun-Mi Choi, Republic of Korea
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Vinai Norasakkunkit
Thesis: Changes in Attitude Towards 

the Situation or Changes in 
Attitude Towards the Self? The 
Role of Cognitive Dissonance in 
Adjusting to Unpleasant Work 
Environments for Independent and 
Interdependent Selves in the United 
States and Korea

  
Janette M. Donovan, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Andrea Lassiter
Thesis: An Examination of Satisfaction, 

Involvement, and Commitment of 
Leaders: Same or Different from 
Employee Engagement?

Michael W. Durando, Stevenson 
Ranch, California

Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Lisa Perez
Thesis: It’s Good to Be Bad: Potential 

Benefits of Counterproductive Work 
Behavior

Daniel R. Edgerton, Spring Lake Park
Urban Planning	
Advisor: Dr. Perry Wood
	   
Colleen J. Edwards, Galena, Illinois
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Patrick Akuffo
	   
Elizabeth M. Geer, Adams
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Ryan C. Granata, Little Rock, Arkansas
Urban Planning
Advisor: Beth Wielde
	   
Kent S. Hackbarth, Appleton, 

Wisconsin
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Ecker
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Jacob A. Helton, Saint Peter
Urban Studies/Public Administration
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson
	   
Kimberly S. Holien, Saint Louis Park
Urban and Regional Studies
Advisor: Dr. Miriam Porter
  
Nicole M. Imhoff, Plymouth
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Ecker
Thesis: A Comparison of the Bod 

Pod, Biomarkers BIA 450, RJL 
Quantum III and Impedimed DF50 
in Measuring Body Composition

Sharmarke M. Issa, Minneapolis
Urban Planning
Advisor: Dr. Perry Wood
	   
Michelle T. Jesse, Charlotte, 
	 North Carolina
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Barry Ries
Thesis: Risk Taking Behaviors 

Following a Natural Disaster: 
	 A Five Year Follow-up

Steven R. Jones, Eagle Lake
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Soonhwan Lee
	   
Jeremy J. Kaler, Finksburg, Maryland
History
Advisor: Dr. Humberto Loayza
	
McKenzie D. Kelly, Faribault
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
  
Lisa L. Knutson, Madison Lake
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Soonhwan Lee

Joseph P. Kohlmann, South St. Paul
Urban and Regional Studies
Advisor: Dr. David Laverny-Rafter
	   
Andrea Jo Larson, Cresco, Iowa
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Sachau
	   
Rebecca J. Lenoch, Cottage Grove
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Ecker	
  

Aimee L. Limke, Bismarck, 
	 North Dakota	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Mary Visser
	   
George S. Lorentz, Hampton	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Ecker
	   
Kelly G. Mcbride, Forest Lake	
History	
Advisor: Dr. Charles Piehl	
Thesis: From Text to Image: Changing 

Depictions of the Virgin Mary at the 
Time of the Reformation

Catherine M. McCormick, Mesa, 
Arizona	

Clinical Psychology	
Advisor: Dr. Barry Ries
	   
Jennifer A. Mocol, Mankato	
Urban and Regional Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Raymond Asomani-Boateng
	   
Thomas A. Morton, Kansas City, 

Missouri	
Urban Planning	
Advisor: Dr. Fei Yuan
	   
Colin M. Mustful, Champlin	
History	
Advisor: Dr. Erwin Grieshaber	
Thesis: The Generation of 1837: 

Attitudes, Policies, and Actions 
toward Indian Populations of 
Argentina

Kirk J. Nauman, Duluth	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Jesse L. Nelson, Willmar	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Troy E. Owens, Ankeny, Iowa	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Tiffany M. Parker, Derry, 
	 New Hampshire	
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly O’Farrell	
Thesis: Current Employees’ Job 

Satisfaction and Identification as a 
Function of Employer Branding

Angelique Pate, Mankato	
Urban and Regional Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Miriam Porter
	   
Theodore T. Pride, Detroit, Michigan
Urban and Regional Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Anthony Filipovitch
	   
Justin R. Rowenhorst, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota	
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Daniel Sachau	
Thesis: Effects of Schema Activation 

on Product Frequency Judgments

Adam J. Roybal, Pueblo, Colorado
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Andrea Lassiter	
Thesis: Applying a Model of 

Organizational Commitment to 
Examine Turnover in a Military 
Sample

Evan J. Rusch, Mankato	
Political Science	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
Thesis: Unionized Library 

Organizations: A Comparative 
Case Study

	   
Cody W. Schreyer, North Mankato
Political Science	
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson
	   
Joshua E. Schroeder, Kingsley, Iowa
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Jamie L. Skadeland, Lakewood, 

Colorado	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Walsh	
Thesis: An Investigation Assessing 

Preferred Leadership Styles by 
NCAA DII and DIII Female 
Intercollegiate Team Sport Athletes

Jacob W. Steen, Hopkins	
Urban Planning	
Advisor: Dr. David Laverny-Rafter
	   
Renu A. Thomas, India	
Clinical Psychology	
Advisor: Dr. Barry Ries
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Ubong B. Usoro, Bloomington
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing

Patrick W. Waletzko, Clear Lake	
Urban Studies/Public Administration
Advisor: Dr. Janet Cherrington-Cucore/

Dr.Avra Johnson
	   
Benjamin N. Witts, North Mankato
Clinical Psychology	
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Sifers	
Thesis: Validation of the Witts 

Inventory of Sexual Experiences

Lori L. Wollmuth, North Mankato	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Yean Sub Lim	 

MASTER OF ARTS IN
TEACHING
Alyssa G. Dobson, Cherokee, Iowa
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Page
	   
Scot F. Eichorst, Waseca	
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Debra Anderson
	   
Cynthia L. Falk, Albert Lea	
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Page
	   
Joseph G. Frisk, Austin	
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Sandra Mullins
	   
Shelby J. Herrera, Mankato	
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Sandra Mullins
	   
Dennis P. Schwab, Owatonna	
5-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Sandra Mullins
	   
Rachael J. Schweigert, New Prague
K-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Patricia Hoffman
	   
Billie Jo L. Shoen, Cottage Grove	
K-12 Licensure	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Page	
	   

MASTER OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION
Samuel E. Ankrah, Ghana	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Nevin Hunter
	   
Joshua W. Davis, Saint Paul	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson
	   
Daniel R. Girolamo, Waterville	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson
	   
David A. Graeber, Oviedo, Florida
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Ali M. Malik, Pakistan	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Joshua W. Milow, Madelia	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Miriam E. Monono, Mankato	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Sajib Prajapati, Nepal	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Granberg-

Rademacker
	   
Rebecca M. Valley, Mankato	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson

Robert M. Waterman, Cottage 
Grove

Public Administration
Advisor: Dr. Nevin Hunter
	   
Erinn M. Wilson, North Mankato	
Public Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Avra Johnson    

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Elizabeth J. Aas, Chaska	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Jessica L. Abrahams, Mankato	
Physical Education-General	
Advisor: Dr. Heidi Henschel Pellett	
Thesis: An Examination of Perceived 

and Preferred Coaching Style 
Differences of Division II Female 
Basketball Players

Rebecca O. Ajagbe, Saint Paul	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. M Larsen
	   
Krissy L. Anderson, Minneapolis	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. John Seymour
	   
Raquel M. Andrade, Worthington	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Ryan A. Barnes, Mocksville, 
	 North Carolina	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Joshua J. Barrons, Marlette, Michigan
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Richard Auger	
 
Evan J. Bartusek, Hanlontown, Iowa
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Wendie S. Battist, Faribault	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Stephen Bohnenblust
	   
Margo E. Becker, New Ulm	
Educational Studies: Literacy 	
Advisor: Dr. Peggy Ballard
	   
Lance T. Belanger, Norway, Maine
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Amy L. Benoy, River Falls, Wisconsin
Special Education: Learning Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Robert Miller
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Jerilyn E. Benson, Shakopee	
Talent Development and 
	 Gifted Education	
Advisor: Dr. Robert Miller
	   
Michael P. Bergervoet, Saint Peter	
Anthropology	
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Schirmer
	   
Karen L. Berro, Rochester	
Sociology: Corrections	
Advisor: Dr. Barbara Carson
	   
Jennifer F. Bindner, Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Darren D. Blue, North Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Laina M. Bockenstedt, Dyersville, Iowa
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka
	   
Melissa L. Booth, Eagan	
Special Education: Learning Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler	
  
Jeffrey P. Boran, Waterville
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar

Lorrie J. Bortuzzo, Canada
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Wayne Allen
	   
Edmund B. Bruyere, Chicago, Illinois
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Robert Miller
	   
Abby C. Buck, Afton	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Susan Freeman	
Thesis: Learning about Bisexuality in 

Women’s Studies Textbooks

Jeremy M. Burger, Mankato	
Health Science: School Health	
Advisor: Dr. Marge Murray-Davis
	   
Okony K. Cham, Moorhead	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. John Romas
	   

Xian Liang Chen, China	
Physical Education-General	
Advisor: Dr. Sherry Folsom-Meek
	   
Anthony J. Chlebecek, Cottage 

Grove	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gail Zahn

Kenton L. Christian, Greenbush
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jerry Robicheau
	   
Christopher R. Clark, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Terry C. Clodfelter, Lake Crystal	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Meredith L. Davis, Mankato	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
Thesis: An Investigation of the Point 

Contributions of NCAA DII Female 
Track and Field Intercollegiate 
Heptathletes and Individual-
Event Track and Field Athletes in 
Conference Championships Over 
a Five-Year Period

	   
Laurie A. Davis-Friedges, Prior Lake
Special Education: 
	 Learning Disabilities	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Nikki R. Demers, Mankato	
Counseling: Community	
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol	
  
Catherine B. Diaz, Hudson, Wisconsin
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Kara L. Dirkson, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
History	
Advisor: Dr. Melodie Andrews
	   
Jerry J. Dudley, Staten Island, 
	 New York	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   

James M. Dundon, Burnsville	
Teaching and Learning: Curriculum 

and Instruction	
Advisor: Dr. Debra Anderson
	   
Amy B. Edelstein, North Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	
Charles M. Elton, Owatonna
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Wayne Allen
  
Yuko Endo, Japan	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Cheryl Radeloff	
Thesis: Alienated Haken - Female 

Temporary Workers in Japan

Tamara M. Engel, New Ulm	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Loretta DeLong
	   
Nicholas L. Erickson, Saint Paul	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
  
Julie C. Faulkner, Maplewood	
Library Media Education	
Advisor: Dr. Deborah Jesseman
	   
Alicia J. Fischer, Brooklyn Park	
Health Science: School Health	
Advisor: Dr. Marge Murray-Davis
	   
Cindy K. Foland, Sioux City, Iowa	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Christopher M. Gardell, Hastings	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Carole Milner
	   
Dana J. Gates, Winnebago	
History	
Advisor: Dr. Humberto Loayza
	   
Yuba R. Gautam, Nepal	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. John Romas	
Thesis: Study of Knowledge and 

Awareness about Avian Influenza 
among University Students
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Micah L. Gearhart, Armstrong, Iowa
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Aundrea N. Gieseke, New Ulm	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Hargrove
	   
Jessica K. Giordani, Mankato	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Maria Bevacqua
	   
Michael S. Gorman, Saint Cloud	
Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Miller
Thesis: Patterns of Settlement in 

the Fort Ridgely Region of the 
Minnesota River Valley

Jennifer A. Goveronski, Waseca	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gwen Berry
	   
Nicole M. Grams, Madison Lake	
Sociology: Corrections	
Advisor: Dr. Pedro Thomas
Thesis: Did Implementation of a 

Felony Level DWI in Minnesota 
Increase, or Create No Changes 
in DWI Arrest Rates?

	   
Wendy S. Greenfield, Alden	
Teaching and Learning: Curriculum 

and Instruction	
Advisor: Dr. Sandra Mullins
	   
Mark M. Groebner, Richfield	
Health Science: School Health	
Advisor: Dr. Stephen Bohnenblust	
Thesis: The Selection of Food 

Choices and Behavior Following a 
High School Nutrition Unit

Becky L. Haas, Marshall	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bonnie Lund
	   
Dawn M. Hall, Saint Paul	
Sociology: Human Services, Planning 

and Administration	
Advisor: Dr. Barbara Carson	
Thesis: Gambling Addiction and 

State Sponsored Casinos: A Case 
Study in Minnesota

Sean D. Hamilton, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky	

Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Sharla B. Hart, Mankato	
Rehabilitation Counseling	
Advisor: Dr. Glen Peterson
	   
Gretchen M. Harty, New Prague	
Rehabilitation Counseling	
Advisor: Dr. Gerald Schneck
	   
Justin A. Hickman, Northfield	
History	
Advisor: Dr. Lori Lahlum
	   
Kerry A. Hill, Edina	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Hargrove
	   
Tina M. Hopp, Mankato	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Anne Blackhurst
	   
Stephen B. Hucke, Byron	
Physical Education	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Jacob A. Huebsch, Jordan	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Erica L. Huls, Chanhassen	
Education Technology	
Advisor: Dr. Linda Underwood
	   
Emily K. Huyck, Kirksville, Missouri	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Cheryl Radeloff
	   
Akm M. Islam, Bangladesh
Anthropology	
Advisor: Dr. Paul Brown
	   
Amy F. Johncox, Minneapolis	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Christopher D. Johnstone, 

Minnetonka	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gail Zahn
	   

Lila E. Kahmann, New Ulm	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Susan Freeman	
Thesis: A Feminist Perspective of 

Insider/Outsider Status

Michelle M. Kastner, Comfrey	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Prudence Gushwa
	   
Margaret A. Kaufmann, Gaylord	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka
	   
Tracy L. Kirby, Minneapolis	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jerry Robicheau
	   
Beth T. Krause, Janesville	
Special Education: Learning Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Trisha M. Krenik-Matejcek, Saint Peter
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Judith Luebke	
Thesis: Pediatric Primary Care 

Providers’ Knowledge, Attitudes 
and Current Professional Practices 
Regarding Oral Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention in Southern 
Minnesota

Anne M. Lamppa, Northfield	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Christopher A. Lenius, Chaska
Talent Development and Gifted 

Education
Advisor: Dr. Todd Busch
	   
Greta L. Lewis, Cottage Grove	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Judith Luebke
	   
Jennifer A. Lincoln, Lakeville	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gwen Berry
	   
Laura A. Lindeman, Redwood Falls	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Busch
Thesis: Satisfaction Rating Scales 

as Outcome Measures in the 
Minnesota Stroke Association 
Aphasia Conversation Groups
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Pamela R. Manders, Minneapolis	
Library Media Education	
Advisor: Dr. Linda Underwood
	   
Christine Markham, Lakeville	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Benjamin D. Markl, Owatonna	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis
	   
Paul A. Matejcek, Mankato	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bonnie Lund
	   
Todd C. McKinney, Carmel, Indiana
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Jennifer R. Mead, Prior Lake	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Kimberly A. Megdadi, Saint Clair	
Rehabilitation Counseling	
Advisor: Dr. Andrew Phemister
	   
Jamie K. Melchert, Mankato	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Elizabeth R. Miller, Albert Lea	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Hargrove
	   
Donald Mitchell, Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jasper Hunt
	   
Solange N. Monono, Mankato	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Bikash Nandy	
  
Peter A. Neigebauer, Courtland	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Eddie Nestingen, Hastings	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Jeffrey W. Nowak, Saint Paul	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Walter Roberts
	   

John T. Nugent, Waseca	
Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Fei Yuan
	   
Sara Oldre, Luverne	
Library Media Education	
Advisor: Dr. Linda Underwood
	   
Kelley H. Olson, Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jasper Hunt
	   
Kaori Otsubo, Japan	
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Kebba Darboe
Thesis: Priming the Bicultural Mind: 

The Role of Language in Influencing 
Thinking Styles of Japanese 
Biculturals	  

 
Yong-Seuk Park, Republic of Korea	
Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Changjoo Kim	  
 
Amanda L. Petersen, Hopkins	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Richard Auger	   

Malia P. Peterson, Blooming Prairie
Special Education: Learning 

Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Robert Miller

Brian H. Pfarr, Le Sueur	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Jasper Hunt
	   
Daniel T. Pollitt, Mankato	
Special Education: Learning Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Gail Zahn
	   
Linda M. Poncin, New Ulm	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Tabitha J. Reuter, Mankato	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka
	   
Stacy Reynolds, Minneapolis	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Laura R. Ribbe, North Mankato	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. M Larsen
	   

Amanda M. Rice, New Prague	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Bonnie Lund
	   
Julie A. Rue, Louisville, Kentucky	
Communication Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Busch	  

Sarah J. Samaraka, Farmington	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gwen Berry
	   
Saswati Sarkar, India	
Women’s Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Cheryl Radeloff
Thesis: Questioning the Silence: 
	 A Study of Menopausal Attitudes 

of Middle-Aged Men and Women 
from Kolkata

	   
Stephanie A. Schmitz, New Ulm	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Tina L. Sellin, Minneapolis
Library Media Education	
Advisor: Dr. Linda Underwood
	   
Stacia L. Senne, North Mankato	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Takahiro Shinchi, Japan	
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Soonhwan Lee	
Thesis: A Study of Spectatorship in 

Sport Events among Latinos

Becky L. Smayling, Mankato	
Special Education: Learning 

Disabilities	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Andrea K. Soles, Minneapolis	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol	
 
Melinda M. Sparby, New Richalnd
Physical Education (Non-Teaching)	
Advisor: Dr. Garold Rushing
	   
Kenneth B. Spielman, New Richland
Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Martin Mitchell
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David D. Stanke, Farmington	
Health Science: School Health	
Advisor: Dr. Marge Murray-Davis
	   
Holly E. Stanke, Farmington	
Health Science: School Health	
Advisor: Dr. Marge Murray-Davis
	   
Margaret J. Stebbeds, Mankato	
Teaching and Learning: Curriculum 

and Instruction 	
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Foord
	   
Bryan M. Stempka, Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin	
Counseling and Student Personnel	
Advisor: Dr. Anne Blackhurst	
Thesis: The Relationship between 

Technology Usage and the 
Interpersonal Communication Skills 
of College Students

Honey L. Stempka, Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin	

Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson
	   
Gretchen L. Swedberg, 
	 North Mankato	
Rehabilitation Counseling	
Advisor: Dr. Andrew Phemister
	   
Cassie J. Tastad, Mankato	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Judith Luebke	
Thesis: Perceived Satisfaction with 

Drug Court amongst Selected 
Attending Methamphetamine 
Addicted Women

Sheila M. Toering, Madison, 
	 South Dakota	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Jasper Hunt

Jeffrey A. Tornquist, Eden Prairie
Special Education: Learning 

Disabilities
Advisor: Dr. Andrew Johnson
	   
Ivan Torres, Vieques, Puerto Rico	
Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Jose Lopez
	   
Jodel M. Uttech, Granada	
Educational Studies: Literacy 	
Advisor: Dr. Peggy Ballard	
  

Chue D. Vang, Minneapolis
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Wayne Allen
	   
Kimberly J. Veroeven, North Mankato
Educational Studies: Elementary 

Education        	
Advisor: Dr. Peggy Ballard
	   
Cindy R. Verschelde, Trimont	
Gerontology	
Advisor: Dr. Kathryn Elliott
	   
Cindy L. Viesselman, Fairmont	
Educational Studies: Literacy 	
Advisor: Dr. Peggy Ballard	
 
Jeffrey A. Vizenor, Eagle Lake	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Scott Wurdinger
	   
Holly K. Vos, Arlington	
Teaching and Learning: Curriculum 

and Instruction 	
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Foord
	   
Lisa M. Wager, Redwood Falls	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. John Romas	
Thesis: Health, Spirituality, and Aging 

in Later Life: A Qualitative Study

Angela K. Ward, Black River Falls, 
Wisconsin	

Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies	
Advisor: Dr. Wayne Allen
	   
Betty W. Wariari, Kenya	
Health Science: Community Health
Advisor: Dr. Bikash Nandy	
  
Emily N. Wartsbaugh, Zumbrota	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Beth Handler
	   
Brian S. Webb, Houghton, 
	 New York	
Experiential Education	
Advisor: Dr. Jasper Hunt
	   
Christopher L. Weber, Montevideo	
Special Education: Emotional 

Behavior Disorders	
Advisor: Dr. Gail Zahn
	   

Brandon P. Whitehead, San Diego, 
California

Geography	
Advisor: Dr. Donald Friend	
Thesis: Investigating Depletion of the 

Southern High Plains (Ogallala) 
Aquifer

Allison O. Williams, Mankato	
Counseling: Community	
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol
	   
Brandon M. Yoney, Austin	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Loretta DeLong	   
       
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
NURSING
Erika I. Freking, Lakefield	
Nursing	
Advisor: Dr. Karen Willette-Murphy	
Thesis: Exercise as an Intervention 

to Enhance Subjective Sleep and 
Reduce Self-Reported Fatigue in 
Women: A Replication Pilot Study

	   	   
SPECIALIST
Brenda M. Becker, Eagan	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
	   
Sherri L. Blasing, Mankato	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar

Jason R. Boll, Saint Louis Park
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
	   
Klea Brewton-Fitzgerald, Kasota	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Dawn M. Brown, Saint Peter	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar

James G. Ciemny, Rosemount
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss

Marriah S. Davis, Hopkins
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
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Jason L. Elias, Rosemount	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Jerry Robicheau

Nicholas W. Johnson, Eagan
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss

Rebecca L. Magnuson, Saint Paul
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
	   
Victoria M. Kalina Marvin, Northfield
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar
	   
Patricia A. Maes, Mankato	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar

Scott E. Meyers, Minneapolis
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss

	   
David N. Olson, Red Wing	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
	   
Joanne M. Ostrom, Faribault	
Teaching and Learning: Curriculum 

and Instruction 	
Advisor: Dr. Debra Anderson	
Thesis: A Study of Reading 

Achievement of Students 
Participating in the Accelerated 
Reader Program

Tamera A. Pulver, Golden Valley	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss	
  
Jeffrey A. Ritchley, New Hope	
Educational Leadership	
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Weiss
	   
Heather J. Rozell, Adrian	
Education Administration: General	
Advisor: Dr. Jean Haar	

  

d   d 
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College of 
Allied Health and Nursing

The candidates will be presented by Kaye Herth, Dean.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Kristin A. Anderson, Nursing
Kathryn M. Brand, Nursing
Dharshini Goonetilleke, Recreation, 

Parks and Leisure Services
Aaron H. Halla, Physical Education 

(Non-Teaching)
Lynn M. Heitzman, Nursing
Patricia L. Hueser, Nursing
Jennifer A. Keech, Nursing
Emily A. Kelley, Community Health
Emily A. Kelley, School Health 

Education
Kjelsey A. Kluge, Community Health
Monilola M. Layokun, Nursing
Amber M. Moon, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Sarah R. Pagelkopf, Nursing
Amy E. Roberson, Nursing
Tiffany A. Scott, Family Consumer 

Science
Amanda A. Sokoloski, Nursing
Cody M. Woiwood, Physical 

Education (Non-Teaching)

MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Bridget A. Batzlaff, Nursing
Ashley E. Bean, Nursing
Laura J. Brennan, Physical Education 

(Non-Teaching)
Lori B. Brick, Recreation, Parks and 

Leisure Services
Jessica A. Broveak, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Rachel K. Dahl, Communication 

Disorders
Renae C. Danberry, Alcohol and 

Drug Studies
Nicole L. Drache, Nursing
Jenna K. Faber, Nursing
Merissa A. Ferraro, Nursing
Ryan P. Gracia, Physical Education 

(Teaching)
Ryan P. Gracia, School Health 

Education
Derek M. Harstad, Nursing
Nicole A. Hart, Nursing
Melissa K. Himmer, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Kendra M. Howe, Nursing
Heather L. Jackson, Nursing

Tomoyuki Kato, Alcohol and Drug 
Studies

Shawna M. Kiecker, Nursing
Benjamin J. Knick, Nursing
Sarah J. Knops, Nursing
Katherine M. Kolles, Nursing
Kristin M. Malecha, Nursing
Megan M. Meyer, Nursing
Hitomi Osawa, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Lesley A. Ponath, Nursing
Lisa M. Severin, Nursing
Amy P. Sherwood, Community Health
Sanam Sikhrakar, Nursing
Tiffany K. Thedens, Physical 

Education (Teaching)
Tiffany K. Thedens, School Health 

Education
Tina M. Thomas, Nursing
Shera L. Vis, Physical Education 

(Teaching)

CUM LAUDE
Kory J. Andersen, Physical Education 

(Non-Teaching)
Kelsey M. Bredeson, Physical 

Education (Non-Teaching)
Elizabeth S. Briggs, Communication 

Disorders
Lindsey R. Brown, Family Consumer 

Science
Emily J. Buck, Nursing
Kory C. Champine, Nursing
Tracy M. Edel, Nursing
Alicia M. Ertl, Community Health
Elsie M. Evakise, Nursing
Ryan P. Galvin, Physical Education 

(Non-Teaching)
Katherine A. Hall, Community Health
Julie B. Hanson, Nursing
Jolene A. Holicky, Nursing
Megan L. Jedinak, Community Health
Lindsey N. Kurtz, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Jessica L. Lehman, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Thomas G. Lewison, Nursing
Jessica A. Mazur, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Robyn L. McCloskey, Alcohol and 

Drug Studies

Sheryl L. Meese, Nursing
Jonathan C. Mohr, Nursing
Megan R. Moriarty, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Amy M. Morin, Nursing
Ann E. Morsching, Family Consumer 

Science Education
Becky L. Niklason, Recreation, Parks 

and Leisure Services
Sandra K. Osheim, Dental Hygiene
Jolene W. Pedersen, Community 

Health
Laura B. Ranweiler, Nursing
Sarah L. Ray, Family Consumer 

Science
Katie L. Rouse, Nursing
Alison L. Rusk, Alcohol and Drug 

Studies
Stefanie L. Sandstrom, Community 

Health
Lindsey K. Schmidt, Physical 

Education (Non-Teaching)
Maggie J. Schroeder, Community 

Health
Maggie J. Schroeder, School Health 

Education
Lacey L. Schumann, Nursing
Carrie E. Smith, Community Health
Brielle R. Spiess-Swenson, Nursing
Christina M. Stewart, Family 

Consumer Science Education
Misrak A. Tadesse, Nursing
Joseph J. Theis, Physical Education 

(Non-Teaching)
Catherine R. Van Guilder, Nursing
Jaklyn M. Woodstrom, Nursing

DEPARTMENT OF 
DENTAL HYGIENE
Professor Lynnette Engeswick,
Chairperson

Carene R. Blonigen, BS, Freeport
Theresa M. Johnson, BS, Andover
Alicia D. Meyer, BS, Hugo
Sally L. Nordmeyer, BS, Chanhassen
Sandra K. Osheim, BS, Emmons
Julie A. Paur, BS, New Prague
Valerie E. Swift, BS, Sartell



32

DEPARTMENT OF 
FAMILY CONSUMER
SCIENCE
Professor Jill Conlon,
Chairperson

Nancy K. Austin, BS, Le Sueur
Kelsey R. Bauer, BS, Lakefield
Jennifer M. Brandvold, BS, Meriden
Lindsey R. Brown, BS, Thief River Falls
Ashley A. Burman, BS, Saint James
Tanya L. Clemensen, BS, Mayer
Jessica E. Dettmann, BS, Young 

America
Meagen J. Donndelinger, BS, 

Cottage Grove
Amanda K. Duitsman, BS, 

Worthington
Emily R. Hanson, BS, North Mankato
Erin A. Hoehn, BS, Milaca
Ann E. Morsching, BS, North 

Mankato
Arlinda S. Penner, BS, Eagle Lake
Sarah L. Ray, BS, Windom
Tiffany A. Scott, BS, Cottage Grove
Christina M. Stewart, BS, Wayzata

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH SCIENCE
Professor John Romas, 
Chairperson

Stacey L. Annis, BS, Mapleton
Jennifer K. Born, BS, Janesville
Lisa A. Byer, BS, Arco
Emily R. Danberry, BS, Madison Lake
Renae C. Danberry, BS, Mankato
Jennifer L. DeBeer, BS, Ellsworth
Michelle A. Diaz, BS, Palatine, Illinois
Alicia M. Ertl, BS, Mayer
Cole J. Fink, BS, Sidney, Montana
Nicholas M. Fischer, BS, Olivet, 

South Dakota
Amber L. Goede, BS, Mayer
Ryan P. Gracia, BS, Bridgewater, 

Massachusetts
Katherine A. Hall, BS, Cottage Grove
Travis K. Herbert, BS, White Bear Lake
Angela S. Hoffman, BS, Mankato
Candace M. Hottinger, BS, Mankato
April R. Igo, BS, White Bear Lake
Serena L. Jans, BS, Mapleton
Megan L. Jedinak, BS, Fridley
Michael R. Johnson, BS, Fairmont
Andrea S. Kaminski, BS, Rochester
Marie N. Kampa, BS, Center City

Tomoyuki Kato, BS, Japan
Emily A. Kelley, BS, Nicollet
Kjelsey A. Kluge, BS, Mankato
Nytasha B. Kramer, BS, Farmers 

Branch, Texas
Stephen K. Lemiso, BS, Kenya
Shelby P. Lenzen, BS, Waconia
Sara A. Lindberg, BS, White Bear 

Lake
Brittany K. Lorsung, BS, Mapleton
Robyn L. McCloskey, BS, Cottage 

Grove
Musse A. Mohamed, BS, Rochester
Jennifer L. Newman, BS, 

Menomonie, Wisconsin
Princessita J. Noyes, BS, Webster
Michelle A. O’Herin, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Matthew H. Olson, BS, Ramsey
Melissa A. Olson, BS, Madison Lake
Ashley L. Osterberg, BS, Maple Grove
Audrey M. Ouafo, BS, Cameroon
Carrie A. Owen, BS, Mankato
Jolene W. Pedersen, BS, Jordan
Deeqo Y. Qanyare, BS, Mankato
Alison L. Rusk, BS, Eagan
Stefanie L. Sandstrom, BS, Andover
Amanda E. Schmidt, BS, Bismarck, 

North Dakota
Maggie J. Schroeder, BS, Madison 

Lake
Amy P. Sherwood, BS, Faribault
Carrie E. Smith, BS, Darwin
Kate C. Spenger, BS, Mankato
Tiffany K. Thedens, BS, Sleepy Eye
Gudrun M. Teigen, BS, Mankato
Thuy C. Tran, BS
Malyun D. Yusuf, BS, Rochester

DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN PERFORMANCE
Professor Gary Rushing, 
Chairperson

Kory J. Andersen, BS, Mankato
Tedi R. Andrews, BS, Kingsley, Iowa
Morgan A. Baker, BS, Carver
Cole B. Bassett, BS, Woodbury
Telema I. Bobmanuel, BS, Mankato
Brian T. Boufford, BS, Eagan
Kelsey M. Bredeson, BS, Marshall
Laura J. Brennan, BS, Iron Belt, 

Wisconsin
Mathew J. Carroll, BS, North Mankato
Andrea L. Christiansen, BS, Eagan
Christopher J. Clark, BS, San Mateo, 

California

Landon R. Danelson, BS, Mankato
Mitchell J. Deets, BS, Eyota
Josh M. Denny, BS, Brandon, South 

Dakota
Curtis M. Doell, BS, North Mankato
Aaron B. Fjerstad, BS, North Mankato
Benjamin Fjoser, BS, North Mankato
Jenna L. Gagnon, BS, Waverly
Ryan P. Galvin, BS, New Ulm
Joshua D. Ganz, BS, Pine Island
Tiffany A. Goodnough, BS, Janesville
Ryan P. Gracia, BS, Bridgewater, 

Massachusetts
James G. Grant, BS, Blue Earth
Nicholas S. Grothe, BS, Burnsville
Theodore C. Gustafson, BS, Mankato
Aaron H. Halla, BS, Owatonna
Christian M. Harmeyer, BS, Le Center
Zachary K. Hawn, BS, Cottage Grove
Jennifer A. Herbeck, BS, Lakeville
Anna D. Higgins, BS, River Falls, 

Wisconsin
Blake L. Huckaby, BS, Lakeville
Kari J. Hudson, BS, Mankato
Ashley A. Jay, BS, Burlington, Iowa
David Kek, BS, Eagan
Matthew M. Lynch, BS, Mankato
Corinne M. Martino, BS, Lake Crystal
Anton A. Martynenko, BS, Eagan
Matthew L. McCabe, BS, Maplewood
Andrew L. Miller, BS, White Bear 

Lake
Samantha J. Miller, BS, South Saint 

Paul
Naomi M. Nelmark, BS, Minneapolis
Peter A. Neri, BS, Winterset, Iowa
Andrew J. Oberle, BS, Mankato
Stacie J. Olson, BS, Mankato
Dustin D. Pedersen, BS, Brookings, 

South Dakota
Andrew J. Petersen, BS, Coon Rapids
Lindsay M. Peterson, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Joseph L. Pick, BS, Kenneth
Amber A. Ruud, BS, Maple Plain
Lindsey K. Schmidt, BS, Arlington
Lindsey L. Schmitz, BS, Long Lake
Cory P. Smith, BS, Minnesota City
Marissa A. Soderquist, BS, Mayer
Tricia M. Stuewe, BS, Hamburg
Jenna L. Terrell, BS, Eagle Lake
Tiffany K. Thedens, BS, Sleepy Eye
Joseph J. Theis, BS, Shakopee
Shera L. Vis, BS, Canada
Andrew R. Willmert, BS, Cottage 

Grove
Cody M. Woiwood, BS, Rochester
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DEPARTMENT OF 
RECREATION, PARKS AND
LEISURE SERVICES 
Professor James Petersen,
Chairperson

Andrew W. Aufderheide, BS, New Ulm
Holly M. Beckers, BS, Avon
Cassidy J. Bennett, BS, Saint Paul
Brian C. Binsfeld, BS, Sartell
Amy M. Birr, BS, Brainerd
Marc D. Bode, BS, Courtland
Timothy R. Botsford, BS, Bloomington
Lori B. Brick, BS, Stewartville
Jessica A. Broveak, BS, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota
Jennifer L. Cambern, BS, Austin
Jennalynn M. Carlson, BS, Monticello
Cale L. Corbin, BS, Madison, 
	 South Dakota
Suzanne A. Couillard, BS, 

Bloomington
Whitney M. DenOtter, BS, Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota
Stacy L. Douglas, BS, Burlington, Iowa
Trever G. Elg, BS, Mankato
Brent J. Eustice, BS, Byron
Jeffrey D. Eveslage, BS, Rochester
Cassandra K. Finkel, BS, Chaska
Morgan L. Ginther, BS, Rochester
Dharshini Goonetilleke, BS, Sri Lanka
Holly N. Gundlach, BS, Oregon, 

Wisconsin
Angela M. Hilpipre, BS, Boulder, 

Colorado
Melissa K. Himmer, BS, Stewartville
Jennifer A. Holmstadt, BS, Lake City
Annie C. Johnson, BS, Saint Louis Park
Jeremy J. Jordin, BS, Litchfield
Holly A. Kaufhold, BS, Victoria
Daniel I. Kent, BS, Mankato
Robert J. King, BS, Mason City, Iowa
Corwin D. Knight, BS, Minnetonka
Melissa M. Kulberg, BS, Coon Rapids
Lindsey N. Kurtz, BS, Echo
Jessica L. Lehman, BS, Minnetonka
Jeremy J. Losinski, BS, New Ulm
Jessica A. Mazur, BS, Hudson, 

Wisconsin
Lindsey N. Meyer, BS, Brandon, 

South Dakota
Amber M. Moon, BS, Hutchinson
Megan R. Moriarty, BS, Minneapolis
Becky L. Niklason, BS, Mankato
Hitomi Osawa, BS, Japan

Troy P. Palm, BS, Pine Island
Jeff G. Paluch, BS, Ivanhoe
Laura A. Rofshus, BS, Albert Lea
Mallory L. Schulz, BS, Rochester
Christine R. Stefan, BS, Saint Paul
Sarah J. Stevens, BS, Brainerd
Tony E. Stevens, BS, Eagle Lake
Laura K. Stuart, BS, Louisburg, Kansas
Cassandra L. Vacek, BS, Hutchinson
Jason R. Verhaeghe, BS, Alexandria
Bryan D. Wappes, BS, Atlantic 

Beach, Florida
Der Yang, BS, Zimmerman

DEPARTMENT OF
SPEECH, HEARING AND
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Professor Bruce Poburka, 
Chairperson

Stephanie K. Anderson, BS, Austin
Elizabeth S. Briggs, BS, White Bear 

Lake
Rachel K. Dahl, BA, Apple Valley

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Professor Mary Bliesmer, 
Chairperson

Linda Adu, BS, Ghana
Bethany M. Anderson, BS, Saint Cloud
Jennifer L. Anderson, BS, North 

Mankato
Kristin A. Anderson, BS, Bloomington
Mark O. Anderson, BS, Mankato
Elizabeth D. Andree, BS, Eagle Lake
Carie E. Archer, BS, Cleveland
Bridget A. Batzlaff, BS, Courtland
Ashley E. Bean, BS, Hibbing
Jennifer K. Becker, BS, Blaine
Faisale S. Boukari, BS, Minneapolis
Kathryn M. Brand, BS, Mankato
Emily J. Buck, BS, Sleepy Eye
Kory C. Champine, BS, Truman
Alison K. Christensen, BS, Worthington
Nicole L. Drache, BS, Faribault
Tracy M. Edel, BS, Kilkenny
Elsie M. Evakise, BS, Cameroon
Jenna K. Faber, BS, Dunnell
Merissa A. Ferraro, BS, Minneapolis
Julie B. Hanson, BS, Mankato
Molly K. Harnden, BS, Hastings
Derek M. Harstad, BS, Eagle Lake
Nicole A. Hart, BS, Mankato
Lynn M. Heitzman, BS, Albany

Jolene A. Holicky, BS, Le Center
Kendra M. Howe, BS, The 

Woodlands, Texas
Patricia L. Hueser, BS, Glencoe
Heather L. Jackson, BS, Forest Lake
Jennifer A. Keech, BS, Mankato
Shawna M. Kiecker, BS, Mankato
Benjamin J. Knick, BS, Brownton
Sarah J. Knops, BS, Oakdale
Katherine M. Kolles, BS, Edina
Elizabeth S. Krouse, BS, New Prague
Katie J. Krummel, BS, Maplewood
Monilola M. Layokun, BS, Mankato
Thomas G. Lewison, BS, 
	 Granite Falls
Danielle M. Lindgren, BS, Burnsville
Kristin M. Malecha, BS, 
	 Redwood Falls
Sheryl L. Meese, BS, Faribault
Megan M. Meyer, BS, Cedar
Jonathan C. Mohr, BS, Owatonna
Amy M. Morin, BS, Appleton, 

Wisconsin
Angela M. Olson, BS, Trimont
Augustina O. Onadipe, BS, Nigeria
Sarah R. Pagelkopf, BS, Chaska
Katie M. Piotrowski, BS, North 

Mankato
Lesley A. Ponath, BS, Saint Cloud
Laura B. Ranweiler, BS, New Ulm
Amy E. Roberson, BS, Lake City
Katie L. Rouse, BS, McCook Lake, 

South Dakota
Elizabeth L. Sautter, BS, North 

Mankato
Lacey L. Schumann, BS, North 

Mankato
Lisa M. Severin, BS, Stacy
Sanam Sikhrakar, BS, Nepal
Amanda A. Sokoloski, BS, Fairmont
Brielle R. Spiess-Swenson, BS, Belle 

Plaine
Misrak A. Tadesse, BS, Mankato
Tina M. Thomas, BS, North Mankato
David J. Thomson, BS, Hopkins
Jessica A. Tofte, BS, Osage
Catherine R. Van Guilder, BS, North 

Mankato
Amanda L. VandenBerg, BS, 

Pipestone
Michelle A. Wagner-Marek, BS, 

New Prague
Peter L. Westre, BS, Saint Peter
Jaklyn M. Woodstrom, BS, 

Minneapolis

d   d 
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College of 
Education

The candidates will be presented by Michael A. Miller, 
Interim Vice President for University Advancement  

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
David L. Brenny, Aviation
Leah C. Darden, Elementary Education
Angela M. DeLuca, Elementary 

Education
Katie J. Hoen, Elementary Education
Katherine R. Lien, Elementary 

Education
Thomas J. Linden, Elementary 

Education
Ayumi Suzuki, Early Childhood 

Education
Stacie Torigian, Elementary Education

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Kathryn M. Anderson, Elementary 

Education
Jersa D. Bellows, Elementary Education
Ann L. Benshoof, Elementary Education
Lisa A. Benson, Elementary Education
Eliese A. Bloudek, Elementary 

Education
Heather R. Compton, Elementary 

Education
Paul A. Corliss, Aviation
Jennifer A. Cramer, Elementary 

Education
Abby L. Dumdei, Elementary Education
Ashley M. Ekdahl, Elementary 

Education
Bretta M. Hansen, Elementary 

Education
Emily F. Holmin, Elementary Education
Sarah C. Jensen, Elementary 

Education
Noah T. Metcalfe, Elementary 

Education
Jenna E. Meyer, Elementary Education
Kari A. Miller, Elementary Education
Nicole M. Monger, Elementary 

Education
Carmen A. Munoz, Elementary 

Education
Alaine R. Olthafer, Aviation
Amy L. Sletten, Elementary Education
Joseph D. Sobraske, Elementary 

Education
Madolynn J. Swanson, Elementary 

Education

Tammy M. Sweet, Elementary 
Education

Rebecca A. Walber, Elementary 
Education

CUM LAUDE
Nicole T. Eischens, Early Childhood 

Education
Jennafer M. Hennen, Elementary 

Education
Jennifer M. Johnson, Elementary 

Education
Cathleen A. Kipp, Elementary 

Education
Sarah R. Maras, Elementary Education
Andrea Mier y Teran, Elementary 

Education
Susan L. Mortensen, Elementary 

Education
Stacie L. Mueller, Elementary Education
Mary F. Musich, Elementary Education
Kelly M. O’Brien, Early Childhood 

Education
Kelsey A. Otting, Elementary Education
Sara M. Rockwell, Elementary 

Education
Michael S. Serrano, Aviation
Brian S. Silverain, Elementary 

Education
Sarah C. Sticha, Elementary Education
Michael A. Whittlef, Elementary 

Education
Stacia M. Wollan, Elementary 

Education
David J. Zimmermann, Elementary 

Education

DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION
Professor Craig Ruedy, 
Chairperson

Anthony M. Bracht, BS, McCook Lake, 
South Dakota

David L. Brenny, BS, Fridley
Paul A. Corliss, BS, Saint Paul
Jacob R. Diener, BS, Azusa, California
Nicholas P. Gonzalez, BS, Eagan
John M. Heier, BS, Fargo, North 

Dakota

Eric N. Melquist, BS, Byron
Adam E. Lesperance, BS, 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Christopher D. Lykins, BS, North 

Mankato
Alaine R. Olthafer, BS, Belmont, 

Wisconsin
Zachary I. Peterson, BS, Fairbault
Michael S. Serrano, BS, Elysian
William A. Stange, BS, Waupaca, 

Wisconsin
Shawn D. Wilking, BS, Madison Lake
Jon D. Wise, BS, Wautoma, 

Wisconsin
Eric D. Zimmerman, BS, Cannon Falls

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES: 
ELEMENTARY AND 
EARLY CHILDHOOD
Professor Elizabeth Sandell,
Chairperson

Kathryn M. Anderson, BS, Apple 
Valley

Jersa D. Bellows, BS, Lakeville
Ann L. Benshoof, BS, Lake Crystal
Lisa A. Benson, BS, Edina
Benjamin A. Blaeser, BS, Dakota 

Dunes, South Dakota
Eliese A. Bloudek, BS, Chanhassen
Christina M. Boots, BS, Worthington
Amanda J. Brinkmann, BS, Glencoe
Heather R. Compton, BS, Aberdeen, 

South Dakota
Jennifer A. Cramer, BS, Minnetonka
Kathleen J. Daniels, BS, Saint Paul
Leah C. Darden, BS, Maplewood
Kristen R. Dean, BS, Bloomington
Jennifer K. DeHamer, BS, Neenah, 

Wisconsin
Angela M. DeLuca, BS, Mankato
Jessica S. Duggan, BS, Bloomington
Abby L. Dumdei, BS, Mankato
Nicole T. Eischens, BS, Kasota
Ashley M. Ekdahl, BS, Eagan
Jessica M. Gunderson, BS, Mankato
Jessica M. Hammer, BS, Champlin
Bretta M. Hansen, BS, New Richland
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Emma L. Hansen, BS, Apple Valley
Jennafer M. Hennen, BS, Shakopee
Katie J. Hoen, BS, Young America
Emily F. Holmin, BS, North Mankato
Sarah C. Jensen, BS, Beresford, 

South Dakota
Jennifer M. Johnson, BS, Detroit Lakes
Cathleen A. Kipp, BS, Mankato
Theresa M. Lajoie, BS, Stillwater
Tashina D. LaRocque, BS, Mankato
Abigail J. Lesher, BS, Apple Valley
Katherine R. Lien, BS, Blaine
Thomas J. Linden, BS, Finlayson
Mary A. Mach, BS, Burnsville
Katie A. Manders, BS, Prior Lake
Sarah R. Maras, BS, Minnesota Lake
Noah T. Metcalfe, BS, Emmons
Jenna E. Meyer, BS, New Ulm
Andrea Mier y Teran, BS, Eagan
Kami J. Miller, BS, LeSueur
Kari A. Miller, BS, Richfield

Nicholas G. Moeller, BS, Kasota
Nicole M. Monger, BS, Pipestone
Daniel R. Montour, BS, Roseville
Susan L. Mortensen, BS, Andover
Stacie L. Mueller, BS, Rochester
Carmen A. Munoz, BS, Hot Springs, 

South Dakota
Mary F. Musich, BS, Virginia
Kelly M. O’Brien, BS, Vadnais 

Heights
Kelsey A. Otting, BS, Le Sueur
Leah M. Peters, BS, Eagan
Sara M. Rockwell, BS, Bloomington
Joseph J. Schnackenberg, BS, Savage
Valerie C. Seath, BS, Mankato
Brian S. Silverain, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Amy L. Sletten, BS, Owatonna
Joseph D. Sobraske, BS, Maple 

Grove

Brittany Sornberger, BS, Shakopee
Sarah C. Sticha, BS, Savage
Ayumi Suzuki, BS, Japan
Madolynn J. Swanson, BS, 

Bloomington
Tammy M. Sweet, BS, Lake Crystal
Andrea L. Thorkelson, BS, Plymouth
Erin M. Tieri, BS, Rosemount
Stacie Torigian, BS, Crystal
Rebecca A. Walber, BS, Brooklyn 

Park
Lindsay M. Weinzierl, BS, Savage
Michael A. Whittlef, BS, Princeton
Kaye L. Wickmann, BS, Northfield
Jodi A. Wilger, BS, Prior Lake
Nichole S. Williams, BS, New 

Prague
Stacia M. Wollan, BS, Chanhassen
David J. Zimmermann, BS, 

Hutchinson
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College of 
Social and Behavioral Sciences

The candidates will be presented by John C. Alessio, Dean.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Skye Dauer, History
Sharon J. Dexheimer, Psychology
Sharon J. Dexheimer, Women’s 

Studies
Genine M. Edem, Social Studies 

General
Colin C. Laughlin, History
Colin C. Laughlin, Political Science
Heidi R. Lotz, Social Work
Joanna C. Lukasek, Social Work
Laura A. Lundquist-Peskorz, 

Anthropology
Vanessa L. Nagel, Economics
Autumn M. Peterson, Social Studies 

and Education
Molly T. Reimann, Anthropology
Molly T. Reimann, Psychology
Rebecca E. Sorensen, History
Rebecca E. Sorensen, Social Studies 

and Education
Danielle M. Thomsen, Political 

Science
Michelle K. Zarr, Psychology

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Kimberly A. Asche, Anthropology
David A. Blackstock, Law 

Enforcement
Jenna L. Covey, Sociology
Renae C. Danberry, Corrections
Mason Ellingboe, Social Work
Daniel M. Forsberg, Psychology
Melanie M. Garcia, Social Studies 

and Education
Erynn N. Gillick, Social Work
Jonathan R. Hammel, Geography
Barbara G. Handahl, Social Work
Randy L. Kvam, History
Trisha L. Lingl, Psychology
Molly A. Malone, International 

Relations
Jennifer L. Othoudt, Social Work
Craig J. Padgett, Social Work
Mridusha Shrestha, Ethnic Studies
Jese R. Stam, Corrections
Jese R. Stam, Social Work
Meghan R. Vosejpka, Psychology

CUM LAUDE
Mark A. Balwanz, Geography: 

Professional
Amanda M. Barr, Psychology
Clint D. Chirpich, Law Enforcement: 

Track I
Heather D. Dobernecker, Psychology
Jaime E. Flynn, Sociology
Paul D. Froehlich, Law Enforcement: 

Track I
Alicia L. Grams, Psychology
Daniel K. Grassmann, Law 

Enforcement: Track I
Paul O. Henstein, Law Enforcement
Brandon K. Howard, Geography
Jonathan M. Hughes, Law 

Enforcement: Track I
Megan R. Huseby, History
Saida M. Karamagi, International 

Relations
Russell D. Kechely, Law Enforcement: 

Track I
Melissa M. Kjolsing, Women’s Studies
Lee B. Klammer, Economics
Ashley D. Kroeger, Psychology
Chad A. Malmberg, Law 

Enforcement: Track I
Jenny E. Maturi, Psychology
Abby M. Miller, Social Work
Tasha C. Novotny, Social Work
Natalie L. Perry, Political Science
Alison L. Rusk, Psychology
Amy J. Schacht, Social Work
Nicholas J. Thunker, Economics
Jennifer A. Tonjum, Law Enforcement
Jennifer A. Tonjum, Corrections
Courtnay A. VanDeVelde, Psychology
Mark J. Vogelsang, Corrections

DEPARTMENT OF 
ANTHROPOLOGY
Professor Paul Brown, 
Chairperson

Kimberly A. Asche, BA, Rockford
Peder M. Engstrom, BS, Mankato
Laura A. Lundquist-Peskorz, BA, 
	 North Mankato
Molly T. Reimann, BA, Mankato

DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMICS   
Professor Ved Sharma, 
Chairperson

Renee E. Finne, BS, West Concord
Matthew J. Hamilton, BA, Hutchinson
Luke A. Johnson, BA, Maple Grove
Chase D. Jurgensen, BS, Savage
Lee B. Klammer, BA, Mankato
Izumi Miyata, BS, Japan
Vanessa L. Nagel, BS, Boyd
Aaron T. Possis, BA, Loretto
Brian C. Rude, BS, Minneapolis
Ronald L. Schaeffer, BA, Faribault
Landon E. Smith, BS, Hartley, Iowa
Corey R. Solberg, BA, Mankato
Nicholas J. Thunker, BS, Prior Lake

DEPARTMENT OF 
ETHNIC STUDIES
Professor Wayne Allen,
Chairperson

Tara M. Krudwig, BS, Rochester
Larissa M. Laramee, BS, North Mankato
Justin D. Severin, BS, Faribault
Mridusha Shrestha, BS, Nepal
Xeng Vue, BS, Saint Paul
Mee Yang, BS, Saint Paul

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOGRAPHY   
Professor Donald Friend, 
Chairperson

Mark A. Balwanz, BS, Shoreview
Kassandra L. Carlson, BS, Ormsby
Brian W. Combs, BS, Saint Peter
Joseph R. Gatten, BS, Burnsville
Michael T. Guerber, BS, Mankato
Jonathan R. Hammel, BA, Mankato
Brandon K. Howard, BS, Wausau, 

Wisconsin
Brandon R. Hughson, BS, Burnsville
Joseph A. Koncur, BS, North Mankato
Michael B. Madison, BS, Cleveland
William A. Stange, BS, Waupaca, 

Wisconsin
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Christopher A. Stout, BA, Long Lake
Benjamin Voegele, BS, Morristown
Patrick J. Waddell, BS, Elk River
Robert P. Yokiel, BA, Mankato
Kyla M. Zuhlsdorf, BS, Mankato

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
Professor Kathleen Gorman,
Chairperson

Skye Dauer, BA, Eagle Lake
Nicholas R. Dickinson, BS, Verona, 

Wisconsin
Gregory S. Dierdorf, BS, Plymouth
Lindsay J. Finley, BS, Saint Paul Park
Jessica L. Hill, BS, Chanhassen
Megan R. Huseby, BA, Vergas
Stephen G. Kanavati, BS, Saint Paul
Randy L. Kvam, BS, Franklin
Colin C. Laughlin, BS, Spearfish, 

South Dakota
John S. Pierce, Jr., BS, Rochester
Danielle A. Quamme, BS, Kenyon
Jarrod S. Schwichtenberg, BS, 

Mankato
Rebecca E. Sorensen, BS, Rochester
Ryan D. Storm, BS, Avoca
Abigail A. Tieck, BA, Hinton, Iowa
Joyoung C. Turner, BS, Blaine
John M. Vangsness, BS, Wanamingo

DEPARTMENT OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
LAW ENFORCEMENT
Professor Joseph Kunkel, 
Chairperson

Mustafa S. Abdallah, BS, Minneapolis
Gaston K. Akouete, BA, Coon Rapids
Dan J. Barnett, BS, Mankato
Bernadette M. Bergan, BS, Le Center
David A. Blackstock, BS, Oakdale
Ryan C. Boon, BS, Mankato
Michael C. Bruner, BA, Watertown
Melissa E. Chenevert, BS, Forest Lake
Clint D. Chirpich, BS, Mankato
Elizabeth R. Cody, BS, Mankato
Tyler K. Edwards, BS, Saint Paul
Christopher J. Fordham, BS, 

Rochester
Paul D. Froehlich, BS, Saint Clair
Jessica R. Gonzalez, BA, Mankato
Gaynor M. Gordon, BS, Jamaica
Daniel K. Grassmann, BS, Chaska
Karl O. Haugen, BS, Kenyon
Jonathan T. Havlicek, BS, New Prague

Brad K. Heitzinger, BS, South 
	 Saint Paul
Paul O. Henstein, BS, Saint Louis Park
Jacob T. Hoehle, BS, Hamel
Erica M. Hoffmann, BA, Sleepy Eye
Jonathan M. Hughes, BS, Burnsville
Christina A. James, BA, Elysian
Peter B. Jennings, BA, Stillwater
Kristin A. Johnson, BA, Brooklyn Park
Saida M. Karamagi, BA, Tanzania, 

United Republic of
Russell D. Kechely, BS, Shakopee
Pao Khang, BS, Minneapolis
Colin C. Laughlin, BS, Spearfish, 

South Dakota
Emily G. Loe, BS, New Ulm
Thomas C. Lucic, BS, Bloomington
Chad A. Malmberg, BS, Stillwater
Molly A. Malone, BA, Slayton
Jamey L. McDonald, BS, Kasota
Adam E. Medlicott, BS, Cottage 

Grove
Mary C. Miller, BA, Minneapolis
Zachary R. Nelson, BS, Bismarck, 

North Dakota
Natalie L. Perry, BS, Huron, South 

Dakota
Nash C. Pherson, BS, Saint Peter
Jacob L. Rux, BS, Mapleton
Andrew P. Scharf, BS, Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin
Ashley B. Sebold, BS, Chanhassen
Amanda J. Simonson, BS, Owatonna
Danielle M. Thomsen, BA, Huron, 

South Dakota
Jennifer A. Tonjum, BS, Faribault
Benjamin P. Ulland, BA, Stillwater
Justin R. VanHalanger, BS, Cottage 

Grove
Adam J. VanZeeland, BS, Appleton, 

Wisconsin
Nathaniel M. Walton, BS, Mankato
Hussein S. Wehelie, BA, North 

Mankato
Yia Yang, BS, Saint Paul

DEPARTMENT OF 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Professor Rosemary Krawczyk,
Chairperson

Amanda M. Barr, BS, Saint Peter
Gary Boehner, BS, Faribault
Jennifer L. DeBeer, BS, Ellsworth
Sharon J. Dexheimer, BS, Saint James
Heather D. Dobernecker, BA, Adrian
Aaron D. Dormady, BS, Rochester

Daniel M. Forsberg, BS, Bloomington
Nathan H. Gilow, BS, Mankato
Alicia L. Grams, BS, Rosemount
Katie A. Halloran, BS, Belle Plaine
Amber L. Harrison, BS, Waseca
Lauren A. Hartson, BS, Iowa City, 

Iowa
Ashley D. Kroeger, BS, Waseca
Melissa M. Krzesowiak, BS, Plymouth
Kelsie J. Larson, BS, Atlanta, Georgia
Lynn M. Larson, BS, Rochester
Heather M. Lauer, BS, Watertown, 

South Dakota
Hattie A. Lindahl, BS, Eden Prairie
Trisha L. Lingl, BS, Bird Island
Christine A. Madson, BS, Eden 

Prairie
Jeffrey A. Matejcek, BA, North 

Mankato
Jenny E. Maturi, BS, Mankato
Ashley D. Mears, BS, Des Moines, 

Iowa
Molly T. Reimann, BA, Mankato
Alison L. Rusk, BS, Eagan
Andrew J. Seifert, BA, Worthington
Abigail M. Stafford, BA, Duluth
Courtnay A. VanDeVelde, BS, Inver 

Grove Heights
Mark J. Viskocil, BA, Waseca
Meghan R. Vosejpka, BS, Dundas
Mary Jo M. Wersal, BS, North 

Mankato
Lindsay A. Wiebusch, BA, Byron
Joshua J. Wills, BS, Alden
Michelle K. Zarr, BS, Davis, South 

Dakota

DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL WORK 
Professor William Anderson,
Chairperson

Brittany M. Anderson, BSSW, 
Mankato

Kou T. Bowman, BS, Mankato
Courtney A. Busch, BSSW, Burnsville
Mason Ellingboe, BSSW, Plymouth
Susel G. Faunillan, BSSW, Shakopee
Ann M. Fernandez, BSSW, Blue Earth
Erynn N. Gillick, BSSW, Faribault
Barbara G. Handahl, BS, Faribault
Erin E. Johnson, BS, Savage
Alicia L. Koble, BS, Eden Prairie
Jenna L. Lageson, BSSW, Albert Lea
Heidi R. Lotz, BSSW, Mankato
Joanna C. Lukasek, BSSW, Sparta, 

Wisconsin
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MyLy T. McBride, BSSW, Crystal
Abby M. Miller, BSSW, Hector
Tasha C. Novotny, BSSW, Marshall
Jennifer L. Othoudt, BSSW, Lake 

Crystal
Craig J. Padgett, BSSW, Petoskey, 

Michigan
Barbara J. Pieske, BSSW, Lake Wilson
Amy J. Schacht, BSSW, Rochester
Jackelyn E. Schmitz, BSSW, Norwood
Jese R. Stam, BSSW, Faribault
Nichola A. Strom, BS, Le Sueur
Lars E. Youngren, BSSW, Apple Valley

DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIOLOGY AND 
CORRECTIONS 
Professor Barbara Keating,
Chairperson

Stacey L. Annis, BS, Mapleton
Sheena Marie C. Basness, BS, 

Blooming Prairie
Nancy L. Beranek, BS, New Ulm
Jennifer K. Born, BS, Janesville
Amber N. Cambridge, BS, Eagan
Jenna L. Covey, BA, Good Thunder
Kelly J. Culbert, BS, North Mankato
Lindsey J. Culbert, BS, Minnesota Lake
Renae C. Danberry, BS, Mankato
Stephanie L. Dochniak, BS, South 

Saint Paul
Jaime E. Flynn, BS, Saint Peter

Michael P. Green, BS, Roseville
Brandon P. Gruenhagen, BS, 

Farmington
Jerry L. Hargreaves, BS, Mankato
James D. Hensrud, BS, Mankato
Tara M. Krudwig, BS, Rochester
Ma Lee, BS, Mankato
Paul D. Luak, BS, Mankato
Jeana M. Luedtke, BS, Omaha, 

Nebraska
Greta M. Luiken, BS, Faribault
Danica L. Nelson, BS, New Ulm
Wendy M. Pollack, BS, Eden Prairie
Erin K. Roberts, BS, Mankato
Jacqueline M. Ruzicka, BS, Silver Lake
Shannon K. Schindele, BS, 

Annandale
Dawn B. Simonette, BS, Mapleton
John K. Sorich, IV, BS, Eden Prairie
Jese R. Stam, BS, Faribault
Eric S. Starke, BS, Mankato
Jennifer A. Tonjum, BS, Faribault
Mark J. Vogelsang, BS, Arden, 
	 North Carolina
Terrence E. Wynder, BS, Pensacola, 

Florida

DEPARTMENT OF
WOMEN’S STUDIES 
Professor Maria Bevacqua, 
Chairperson

Sharon J. Dexheimer, BS, Saint James
Melissa M. Kjolsing, BS, Mankato

SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM
Professor Clark Johnson, 
Coordinator

Deborah K. Dove, BS, New Ulm
Genine M. Edem, BS, Bricelyn
Melanie M. Garcia, BS, Mankato
Jeffrey D. Halbach, BS, Minneapolis
Meghan M. Jeffrey, BS, Inver Grove 

Heights
Stephen G. Kanavati, BS, Saint Paul
Jeffrey A. Kittelson, BS, Andover
Michael B. Madison, BS, Cleveland
Autumn M. Peterson, BS, Eagan
Rebecca E. Sorensen, BS, Rochester
Evan P. Wenkus, BS, Eden Prairie

URBAN AND REGIONAL
STUDIES INSTITUTE
Professor Janet Cherrington,
Acting Chairperson

Katherine E. Barden, BS, Waseca
Peter B. Jennings, BS, Stillwater
Anne K. Langenfeld, BS, Eden Prairie
Amanda S. Mikel, BS, Marshall
Tyler C. Mitchell, BS, Olivia
Jonathan J. Sands, BS, McCook 

Lake, South Dakota
DeShawn L. Scroggins, BS, Saint Paul

d   d 
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University-Wide Honors and Distinctions
Baccalaureate students who have achieved high cumulative grade point averages wear gold medallions with colored satin 
ribbons. Gold ribbons signify summa cum laude (3.8 to 4.0 grade point average), purple ribbons signify magna cum laude (3.5 
to 3.79 grade point average), and purple and gold ribbons signify cum laude (3.3 to 3.49 grade point average). 

Members of Phi Kappa Phi wear white satin ribbons decorated with an ancient Greek pattern to symbolize the classical roots of the 
society. Phi Kappa Phi honors outstanding academic achievement among undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty members. 

University Scholars, who are graduates of the University’s Honors Program, wear gold stoles. The mission of the Honors Program 
is to provide top students with opportunities to pursue alternatives to general education, to meet at least weekly in small groups, 
and includes seminars, interdisciplinary seminars, service-learning, practicum, and a Senior Capstone Project.

Members of the Golden Key International Honor Society wear solid blue and gold honor cords. Membership in Golden Key is 
conferred upon students who exhibit exceptional scholarship and leadership potential.

International Scholars wear a purple and gold sash with a global emblem. These graduates have gained unique global 
perspectives either by studying abroad or joining our university from other nations.

Program Honors and Distinctions
Alpha Mu Gamma is a national collegiate honor society for students majoring or minoring in world languages. Minnesota State 
Mankato’s Beta Zeta chapter was chartered in 1961. The purposes of the Society are to recognize achievement in the field 
of world-language study; to stimulate a desire for linguistic attainment; to encourage a continuing interest in the study of world 
languages and cultures; and to foster understanding of other peoples. 

Members of the Alpha Delta chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society, wear gold and blue 
honor cords. Membership in Alpha Phi Sigma is conferred upon Law Enforcement or Corrections majors who exhibit exceptional 
scholarship and leadership potential.

Beta Gamma Sigma is the international honor society recognizing the outstanding academic achievements of students enrolled in 
collegiate business and management programs accredited by AACSB International-The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business.  Membership in the Society is the highest recognition a business student anywhere in the world can receive and is 
denoted by the wearing of blue and gold honor cords.

Members of Delta Sigma Pi, an international co-educational business fraternity, wear entwined purple and gold honor cords. 
Membership in Delta Sigma Pi is conferred upon College of Business students who exhibit scholarship excellence and superior 
leadership potential.

Members of Gamma Theta Upsilon, the International Geographical Honor Society, wear honor cords (one each of blue, gold, 
and brown) representing the three domains of geography: brown for the Earth, light blue for the Sea, and gold for the sunlight in 
the Sky. Gamma Theta Upsilon activities support geography knowledge and awareness. The society was founded in 1928 and 
became a national organization in 1931. 

Lambda Pi Eta honor graduates wear scarlet and white honor cords as symbols of their commitment to scholarship and their 
demonstrated leadership in communication studies. Lambda Pi Eta is the official communication studies honor society of the 
National Communication Association (NCA). Founded in 1985, Lambda Pi Eta stands for Logos (logic and reasoning), Pathos 
(emotion) and Ethos (personal ethics and character).  

Members of the Maverick Chapter of the National Residence Hall Honorary wear royal blue honor cords. These graduates have 
made outstanding contributions to the residence halls at Minnesota State University, Mankato during their college careers. 

Phi Alpha, the National Social Work Honor Society, provides an opportunity for closer bonds among students of social work and 
promotes humanitarian goals and ideals. Phi Alpha fosters high academic standards of education for social workers and invites 
into membership those who have attained excellence in scholarship and achievement in social work.  Members of Phi Alpha wear 
gold honor chords.

Members of Phi Upsilon Omicron, an Honor Society in Family Consumer Science, wear purple, yellow, and white honor cords. 
Membership in Phi Upsilon Omicron is conferred upon Family Consumer Science majors who exhibit superior scholarship and 
leadership potential. 

Members of Pi Delta Phi, the National French Honor Society, wear red, white and blue honor cords. Pi Delta Phi was founded in 
1906 and installed the Mankato chapter, Nu Alpha, in 2001. This honor society recognizes outstanding scholarship in the French 
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language and its literature, increases the knowledge and appreciation of Americans for the cultural contributions of the French-
speaking world, and stimulates and encourages French and francophone cultural activities. 

Members of the Upsilon Alpha chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the national political science honorary society, wear brass-finish 
medallions on broad red ribbons; red, black and white honor cords; or both.  The purpose of Pi Sigma Alpha is to encourage 
excellence in the study of political science, international relations and public administration; to promote social and educational 
opportunities, as well as scholarly activity for students in these fields.

Members of Psi Chi, the National Honor Society in Psychology, wear double cords with tassels of blue and gold along with blue, 
white, and gold medallions. Psi Chi membership signifies high standards of personal behavior, superior grade point average, and 
high class rank.  The purpose of Psi Chi is to encourage, stimulate, and maintain excellence in scholarship of its members in all 
fields, particularly in psychology, and to advance the science of psychology.

Members of the School of Nursing’s Honor Society Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI), Mu Lambda, wear orchid 
and white honor cords. The mission of STTI is to improve the health of people worldwide through the development of nursing 
knowledge and nurse leaders. Criteria include high grade point average and class rank, academic integrity, and professional 
leadership potential.

Symbolism and Tradition
Procession
A traditional academic procession introduces the commencement exercises at Minnesota State University, Mankato.  The wearing 
of distinctive apparel as an indication of scholarship and academic rank dates back to the 1300s and was adopted in the United 
States circa 1900.

Gown
The Minnesota State University, Mankato President’s Academic Gown has been specially constructed of heirloom-quality materials 
for use during formal academic occasions. The bachelor’s gown is relatively simple, falling in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. 
The master’s gown is distinguished by its longer sleeves. The doctor’s gown is black, elaborately decorated with velvet panels 
down the front and three bars of matching velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves.

Mortarboard
The square “Oxford cap” or mortarboard of serge or broadcloth is worn for most degrees, although a soft tam is also permitted. 
The tassel that hangs to the side is switched from the right to the left at the moment the degree is awarded. The color of the tassel 
indicates the college or area from which a student will receive his or her degree. 

Hood
The hood is to be worn by graduates of the College of Graduate Studies and Research. The color of the hood worn by Master’s 
and Doctoral graduates indicates the degree. The velvet edging on the hoods indicate the specialty of study.

Mace
The Minnesota State University, Mankato mace has been made entirely from Minnesota materials in recognition of the value and 
beauty of the state’s natural resources and people. A university mace symbolizes both the university’s power to overcome ignorance 
and prejudice by seeking truth, and the power of the university’s president to protect the university and its community from forces 
opposed to those goals. The mace used in today’s ceremony was commissioned and donated to Minnesota State by Fred and 
Karin Bock. The mace was created by Phil Swan, a Minnesota State University, Mankato alumnus from Prior Lake, Minnesota.

Medallion 
The Minnesota State University, Mankato Medallion is a round bronze piece that features the University seal and is worn around 
the neck of the President.  The University seal is the official representation of Minnesota State University, Mankato, and use of it or 
its image is reserved for only the most dignified of occasions.  

Flag
The Minnesota State University, Mankato flag features the University seal against a field of purple, one of the designated colors of 
the University. The flag was commissioned in honor of the October 2003 Inauguration of Dr. Richard Davenport to symbolize the 
President’s chosen direction for his term. The seal is the official representation of Minnesota State University, Mankato and is used 
sparingly and with dignity.  It represents our past and our future and symbolizes our strength and global perspective. 

Honor Guard
The special honor guard presenting our national colors is from the Military Science Department, Army ROTC, Minnesota State 
University, Mankato. The flags displayed represent countries and sovereign nations of our students.
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Presidential Scholars
Each year, Minnesota State University, Mankato seeks incoming first-year and transfer students who demonstrate top academic 
performance; strong leadership skills; and a commitment to community involvement. Funding for Presidential Scholarships comes 
from businesses, estates, and individuals throughout Minnesota and the nation.  Minnesota State Mankato honors graduates of the 
Presidential Scholarship program.

Eric Joseph Beenken
Gleeson/Smith Presidential Scholar
2007 Bachelor of Science
Accounting

Heidi Renee Lotz
Best Buy Company Presidential Scholar
2007 Bachelor of Science in 
Social Work

Jeffrey Clinton Tibbetts
TCF Financial Corporation Presidential Scholar
2007 Bachelor of Science
International Business

Rebecca Ann Walber
Dale and Wilma Johnson Presidential Scholar
2007 Bachelor of Science
Elementary Education

Minnesota State University, Mankato Alumni Association
Congratulations on your graduation! And welcome to the Minnesota State Mankato Alumni Association, a powerful network 
of more than 105,000 alumni. Our mission is to engage alumni, friends and students in ways that benefit its members and 
Minnesota State Mankato, through opportunities that stimulate a lifetime of interest, loyalty and support.

As an alumna/us, you’re a vital participant in the future of the University.  To help you to maintain the connections you’ve built here at 
Minnesota State University, Mankato, we’ll soon send you your first issue of TODAY, the University magazine for alumni and friends 
and the Alumni Reporter, our monthly e-newsletter.  To ensure that you continue to receive the magazine and the e-newsletter and to 
stay up-to-date with our alma mater, we invite you to update your contact information with us via e-mail at alumni@mnsu.edu or by 
logging onto www.MSUgrads.com, the alumni on-line community.  At www.MSUgrads.com you can find Minnesota State Mankato 
friends and contact them, read up on the latest University news, register for events, network with fellow alumni and much more!  

We celebrate this proud day with you, and look forward to your continued association with Minnesota State Mankato!

Best regards,

Cynthia Vlasich, ‘78
President, Alumni Association

University History
Mankato Normal School opened as the state’s second teacher training school in 1868 in downtown Mankato with 27 students. 
Tuition was free in return for a student’s pledge to teach two years in Minnesota’s schools. Old Main was constructed in 1870, 
and this marked the beginning of the Valley Campus that would serve the institution for a century. In the 1880s, the school 
expanded and curriculum grew. In 1921 the school became Mankato State Teachers College, and in 1927 the institution 
awarded its first four-year degree, a bachelor of education. 

In the late 1950s, the school was renamed Mankato State College, and construction began on the 300-acre Highland Campus. 
The College maintained two locations for several years. In 1975, the College received full university status. Four years later 
consolidation on the Highland Campus was complete. In 1998, for the fifth time in its 130-year history, the University adopted 
a new name to reflect expanded service to Minnesota and the nation. Minnesota State University, Mankato continues to gain 
renown for the quality of its programs and the breadth of its service.

Dr. Richard Davenport, appointed by the Board of Trustees of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, assumed his 
responsibilities as the University’s twelfth president on July 1, 2002. Under Dr. Davenport’s leadership, the University has embraced 
new strategic priorities; engaged in an academic master planning process; examined its commitment to diversity, and begun 
to take action to become a more inclusive and welcoming campus; and told our story further and wider than ever before, to 
legislators, leaders, parents, and alumni throughout the state and the nation.

Minnesota State Mankato offers 150 undergraduate programs of study, 16 pre-professional programs, and 82 graduate 
programs. The University has six colleges, 1,600 faculty and staff, and more than 14,000 students-the highest in a decade-
including 1,600 graduate and professional students and over 500 international students from 68 countries. Alumni number 
105,000 worldwide.

Minnesota State Mankato is on the Internet at www.mnsu.edu.
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Presidential Scholar
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Kaula Grossman, 9:00 a.m. ceremony; 
12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

John Hirman, 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

Matt Horton, 9:00 a.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

Wang Shu Hu, 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

Brittany Job, 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
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Presidential Scholar
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Teresa Roberts, 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
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Rasmita Shrestha, 9:00 a.m. ceremony; 
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Richard Sinn, 9:00 a.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

Amanda Stangl, 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
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Kimberly Thomas, 9:00 a.m.; 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
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Jordy Veit, 9:00 a.m.; 12:00 Pp.m. ceremony; 
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Justine Walker, 12:00 p.m. ceremony;   
Golden Key International Honor Society

Rebecca Worm, 12:00 p.m. ceremony;   
Golden Key International Honor Society

Chris Wright, 9:00 a.m.; 12:00 p.m. ceremony; 
Golden Key International Honor Society

SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETER
Colleen Gerdts

HOODERS
Richard Terrill, Professor of English will hood the recipients of 
Master of Fine Arts degrees at the 9:00 a.m. ceremony.

Ronald Weiss, Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership, will hood the recipients of Specialist degrees at 
the 12:00 p.m. ceremony.



45

d   d 

DVD and live webstreaming services provided by Ted 
Johnson and Jerry Anderson of Minnesota State Mankato’s 
Division of Information Technology Services. For information 
on purchasing a DVD of today’s ceremony, contact the 
Office of Alumni Relations at 507-389-3235.

Standby patrol officers and Certified Emergency Medical 
Technicians or First Responders are members of the 
Minnesota State University, Mankato security staff. 

The printed commencement program is a ceremonial 
publication. The program is not intended to be an official 
representation of University records. The use of this program 

to signify completion of a Minnesota State University, 
Mankato degree is strictly prohibited. This program was 
designed and printed by Minnesota State University, 
Mankato Printing Services.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and 
completeness. We apologize for any omissions, 
misspellings, or misplaced names. Contact the Office of the 
Registrar at 507-389-6266 (voice), 800-625-3529 or 711 
(MRS/TTY) with questions or corrections for undergraduate 
degrees.  Contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 507-
389-5684 (voice), 800-625-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY) with 
questions or corrections for graduate degrees.
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