EXPLANATION OF W-9S from Tom Gjersvig (2008)

Dear International Student;

Subject: SSN form W-9S recently mailed

Many of you that do not have a U.S Social Security Number on file with MSU recently received a mailing requesting you to provide MSU your Social Security Number(or ITIN). If you now have a true Social Security Number you should complete the form and turn it in to the Registrar's office.

If you don't have a true SSN number(your 000 number you may have heard about during orientation is not a true SSN)it is up to you on what you do. Here are some possibilities: If you have applied for an SSN, but don't yet have a number, then you should write in "Applied For" and return the form to the Registrar. If you are like many students and can't apply, than you can either write in "International Student NO SSN" and return the form to the registrar, or you could do nothing.

The reason it is not a major issue for those who have not worked is because this information request is to generate a form called a 1098 T, which reports how much tuition and fees you have paid to MSU in 2007, but only U.S. citizens and permanent residents can use that information to reduce their taxes, international students cannot reduce federal taxes based on tuition paid, so it's basically an exercise in futility.

Of course if you in the future do get a true SSN because you work on campus, or get an ITIN because you have scholarships above the cost of tuition. You should provide that information to the HUB immediately so the correct number is in the MSU system.

Thomas Gjersvig

International Student &  Scholar Services

Minnesota State University, Mankato

Tel:  507 389-1281

