MN Driver’s License and state ID application information for 
MSU international students
2125 Bassett Drive




410 S 5th St
North Mankato, Mn 56001 



Mankato, Mn 56001
Phone 507-344-2799




507-304-4340
The above listed are the nearest Driver’s License locations.  
Please note that there are certain identification requirements you must provide:

http://www.dps.state.mn.us/dvs/ID%20Requirments/IDframeset.htm
Secondary document – option to MSU students w/o SS#s

If you do not yet possess a U.S. Social Security Number, you may request from the Registrar’s Office a transcript with a letter verifying your date of birth.  The Driver’s License officials have accepted the two items together in a sealed envelope along with your passport. 

Contact Deb Spreng in the Registrar’s Office for the transcript and letter (sealed in the same envelope) and provide at least one day’s notice.  

International Driver Permits:

According to information published by NAFSA:  Association of International Educators on International Driver’s Permits:  http://www.nafsa.org/knowledge_community_network.sec/international_student_3/international_student_4/practice_resources_18/driver_s_license_taxes/international_driver
“The United States, Canada, and over 100 other countries are participants in the 1949 United Nations Convention on International Road Traffic. Under this Convention, participating countries will issue an International Driving Permit (IDP), which is a legal identification document that translates driver's license information into nearly a dozen foreign languages. The permit is valid for up to one year from the date of issue and must be accompanied by a valid driver’s license from the person’s country of origin. The driver must be at least 18 years of age or over and must hold a valid driver’s license.

Possession of the IDP is optional in some countries, including the United States, as long as other licensing requirements for those countries and the particular state or province are met. However, international travelers are encouraged to carry an IDP when traveling to other countries since the IDP also provides international travelers with backup identification and can help overcome language barriers. If a person breaks a law or becomes involved in a traffic accident while traveling in another country, the IDP can help minimize confusion and delays and can help communication with authorities….”
One of the difficulties international students may face who wish to only use the International Driver’s Permit is that car insurance companies may charge higher rates than if you would have a MN Driver’s License.  
Insurance Requirements

Requirements about MN drivers and Insurance can be found at the Driver and Vehicle Services website: http://www.dps.state.mn.us/dvs/DriverLicense/DL%20Info/DL%20frame.htm
“Insurance Requirements 

The Minnesota No-Fault Act (M.S. 65B.48), requires owners of motor vehicles to maintain No-Fault insurance. The law makes it a crime for an owner to operate or permit operation of an uninsured motor vehicle or motorcycles upon public road, street, or highway.  Violation of the law can result in fines or imprisonment and revocation of driving privileges and motor vehicle license plates. Minnesota Law (M.S. 169.791) requires that proof of insurance be in the vehicle at all times and shown to a peace officer upon demand.” 

Obtaining driver’s licenses in other states

Each state has its own requirements to obtain a Driver’s License, a chart is available for reference:  http://www.nilc.org/immspbs/DLs/state_dl_rqrmts_120504.pdf

