Defining Homophobia and Heterosexism

Homophobia: an irrational fear of homosexuals and homosexuality. Further defined as negative feelings, actions, or behaviors against people who either appear to be or who are homosexual.

Internalized homophobia: the belief among gay, lesbian, and bisexual people that the stereotypes and devaluation of LGB lives are accurate; is usually unacknowledged.

Heterosexism: the belief that heterosexuality is or should be the only acceptable sexual orientation.  Heterosexual assumption and Heterosexual privilege are products of systematic heterosexism. 

Interconnected Systems of Oppression

Power + Prejudice = Oppression (-isms)
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Information adapted from OutFront Minnesota’s Effective Educator Training.

Tower of Violence

The Tower of Violence serves as building blocks for the most extreme cases of violence against LGBT individuals.  Without the bottom tier, the top tier cannot exist.  This is why every form of prejudice and discrimination is damaging and must end.


Information adapted from OutFront Minnesota’s Effective Educator Training.

Ableism





Racism





Sexism





Anti-


semitism





Ethno-centrism





Ageism





Classism





Heterosexism








