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In 2004, Minnesota's estimated median household 
income was $51,202. Median household income is 
a frequently used measure showing the point at 
which half the households of a given geography 
have a higher income and half have a lower income.

In Minnesota, incomes are highest around the Twin 
Cities metro area, especially in the more afffluent 
suburban counties that ring the core cities. Scott 
County had the highest estimated median 
household income, at $76,072, while Mahnomen 
County recorded the lowest, at $29,645.
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Personal income is determined by adding three 
figures: income earned from wages or salaries; 
income derived from interest, dividends and rental 
property; and government payments such as public 
assistance and Social Security. The highest personal 
income can be found in the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area, Olmsted County, and in the northeast of the 
state. The north central counties, while experiencing 
strong population growth, show some of the lowest 
per-capita personal incomes. Per-capita personal 
income for the state in 2004 was $36,184.
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The five years from 2000 to 2004 encompass a 
severe downturn in the nation's economy and a 
downturn as well in Minnesota. 2000 was the year 
the boom of the 1990s reached its peak, while in 
2004 was on its way to recovery. No counties 
showed a decrease in per-capita income over that 
time period, although it is apparent that some 
counties saw more income growth than others. For 
the state as a whole, per-capita personal income 
increased 13.0%.
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The per-capita earned income for the state of 
Minnesota was $25,376 in 2005. As the term 
implies, earned income is income derived from 
earned wages or salaries. Counties with the highest 
per-capita earned income are found in the Twin 
Cities metro area and around Olmsted County, 
while some pockets of higher income exist in rural 
areas. The lowest incomes are found in counties 
where the economy is dominated by lower-paying 
service, agricultural and other natural resource-
related jobs.
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During this time period, the national and state 
economy went from a boom to serious slow-
down to the beginnings of a recovery. This map 
reflects the areas where earned income was 
slower to recover and areas where it may have 
been low to begin with and therefore continued 
to show growth.
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Social Security payments are made up of monthly 
payments to retired and disabled persons, their 
dependents and survivors, plus lump-sum payments 
to survivors. This does not include medical 
payments, however. The distribution of Social 
Security payments by dollar amount from county to 
county is largely a reflection of the distribution of 
senior citizens. The average per Minnesotan was 
$1,592.


