
Infrastructure

Atlas of Minnesota

Air Service

Data source: Minnesota Department of Transportation

Ely

Winona

Benson

Cambridge

Hutchinson

Little Falls

Montevideo

Morris

Preston

Saint James

Orr

Redwood Falls South Saint Paul

Litchfield

CloquetWadena

Hallock

Aitkin

Perham

Grand MaraisEveleth-VirginiaCrookston

Pipestone

Rush City

Two Harbors

New Ulm

Dodge Center

Duluth

Austin

Willmar

Mankato

Hibbing
Bemidji

Red Wing

Glenwood

Blaine

Owatonna

Moorhead

Marshall

Fairmont

Brainerd

Baudette
Roseau

Warroad

Rochester

Faribault

Saint Paul

Alexandria

Albert LeaWorthington

Saint Cloud

Park Rapids

Minneapolis

Grand Rapids

Fergus Falls

Detroit Lakes

International Falls

Thief River Falls

Runway Length (feet)
4,000 to 5,000

5,001 and above

Cities with scheduled air service

© 2006 Center for Rural Policy and Development

There are numerous airports and airstrips distributed 
throughout the state, but this map depicts those with 
runways of more than 4,000 feet in length. In most 
cases, a primary runway of greater than 5,000 feet is 
required for commercial air service. All airports in 
Minnesota that currently have commercial service 
have primary runways that are at least 6,500 feet. 
This is not a requirement, but the additional length 
allows larger aircraft to use the airport and gives the 
airline greater flexibility in selecting aircraft to serve 
the market. 

At present (2006) nine cities have scheduled 
passenger service: Minneapolis International, 
Rochester, Brainerd, Bemdji, Duluth, Hibbing, 
International Falls, Saint Cloud and Thief River Falls. 
Besides having adequate runway length, to have 
scheduled passenger service a community must 
have an adequate number of actual or potential 
passengers to make service cost effective for the 
airline. With the exception of Hibbing and Thief River 
Falls, the air service cities in Minnesota all have 
19,000 or more annual enplanements.


