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Average earnings by place of work
show the wages workers make, as
opposed to income, which includes
both earned income, such as wages,
and unearned income, such as
interest and dividends. In Minnesota,
the highest earnings are
concentrated in the Twin Cities and
Rochester areas, and to a lesser
extent in other regional centers, like
St. Cloud, Mankato and Duluth. The
Average earnings state average for 2006 was $44,326.
by place of work While lower average earnings may

be a result of generally lower paying
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Change in average earnings, 2002-2006

From 2002 to 2006, average
earnings in Minnesota rose by
11.8% for the state as a whole.
Change varies greatly across the
state from county to county,
however, with some counties even
seeing a deccrease.

Data source:

U.S. Department of Commerce

Bureau of Economic Analysis

© Center for Rural Policy and Development




Kittson

Marshall

Red Lake

Polk

Lake of
the Woods

l Norman

Mahnomeh

Clearwater

Clay

Becker

Wilkin

Traverse
Big
Stone

Lac Qui Parle

Otter Tail

Grant

Yellow Medicine

Lincoln| Lyon

Aitkin

Wadena

" Mille
Morrison Lacs

Average earnings per
manufacturing worker
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Average earnings in the
manufacturing sector, 2006

Typically, the manufacturing sector
in Minnesota generates higher
average earnings compared to
overall average earnings. The state
average for manufacturing jobs was
$66,046 in 2006, while the average
earnings across all jobs was
$44,326. The highest average
manufacturing earnings can be seen
in the Twin Cities metropolitan area,
in Olmsted County with its high-tech
manufacturing, and in Carlton and
Koochiching counties, home to major
paper mills.
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Average earnings from farming, 2006
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Farming is generally considered a
low-income occupation, but it can
also be quite volatile. In 2006
average earnings for farming in
Minnesota were $14,452, down from
$18,092 in 2005, $15,955 in 2004,
and $15,000 in 2000, but up from
$9,000 in 2003. Farm income is
dependent on many factors, including
the weather, global markets and
government payments from
disasters. The highest earnings are
found in the very productive counties
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of western and southern Minnesota,
where farms tend to be large and
mechanized, but in 2006 average

earnings exceeded the state's
I:I $6,000 to $9,999 average wage for all jobs in only one

- $1o’000 to $14,999 county, Watonwan.
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