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The U.S. Census is taken every ten
years, but in between those times,
governments and other groups relying
on data still need up-to-date population
counts. To provide that information, the
U.S. Census Bureau provides
population estimates. Those estimates
are produced by the individual states —
in Minnesota's case, the State
Demographic Center — and are based
on a combination of current records and
statistical methods that generate a
reasonable estimate of the population
without having to count every individual.
Between the last Census count in 2000
and 2007, the state's population is
estimated to have increased 5.7%.

Data source:
U.S. Census Bureau
© Center for Rural Policy and Development
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Population change, 1990-2007
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From 1990 to 2007, the state grew by an
estimated 822,500, from 4.4 million to 5.2
million, but that growth was not evenly
spread throughout the state. Counties within
50 to 75 miles of the Twin Cities showed
dramatic growth, especially Sherburne,
Carver and Scott counties. The swath of
growth continues up into the burgeoning
lakes and recreational regions. Meanwhile,
the far western and southern counties
continued to lose population.

Data source:
U.S. Census Bureau
© Center for Rural Policy and Development
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Population change, 1960-2007
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Minnesota's State Demographic Center
projects that population trends will
continue much as they have: the
western and southern counties will lose
population while growth will continue to
radiate out from the Twin Cities and
north into the central lakes region. This
continued shift in population will have
significant implications for state policy
and the distribution of services and
other resources in the coming years.

Data source:
Minnesota State Demographic Center
© Center for Rural Policy and Development







