Elementary Division

SAFETY
Anything which could be hazardous to public display is PROHIBITED. This includes:

1.
Syringes, pipettes and similar devices or any glass items

2.
Any flames, open or concealed

3.
Highly flammable/combustible gases, liquids or solids

4.
Dangerous chemicals including caustics and acids

5.
Poisons, toxic and hazardous chemicals, drugs and other controlled substances

6.
Dry ice or other sublimating solids

7.
Tanks which have contained combustible liquids or gases, unless they have been purged with carbon dioxide

8.
Operation of a Class III or IV laser

9.
Projects with unshielded belts, pulleys, chains and moving parts with tension or pinch points that pose a potential hazard to observers

Proper attention to safety is expected of all science fair participants, including compliance with the following requirements for all operating exhibits:

1.
Any apparatus producing temperatures that will cause physical burns must be adequately insulated. 

2.
Batteries with open top cells are not permitted. Other types of batteries may be used for electrical power. 

3.
High voltage equipment MUST be shielded with a grounded metal box or cage to prevent accidental contact. 

4.
Large vacuum tubes or dangerous ray-generating devices MUST be properly shielded. 

5.
High voltage wiring switches and metal parts MUST be located out of reach of observers and designed with an adequate overload safety factor. 

6.
Electrical circuits for 125-volt AC must have an Underwriters Laboratories-approved cord of proper load-carrying capacity, which is equipped with a standard grounded or polarized plug. 

7.
All wiring MUST be properly insulated. Nails, tacks or uninsulated staples MUST not be used to fasten wiring. 

8.
Bare wire and exposed knife switches may be used only in circuits of 12 volts or less; otherwise standard enclosed switches are required. 

9.
Electrical connections in 125-volt circuits MUST be soldered or attached with approved connectors and connecting wire properly insulated. 

GENERAL NOTES
Ideally, projects will be inspected for rules violations prior to fair day. Teachers and/or parents may decide if a project breaks any safety rules. Projects may also be evaluated prior or during the judging process at the Regional Elementary Science Fair. Projects found to be in violation will receive only a ribbon and not be eligible for any Special Award or Grand Award. The important factor is the safety of not only the student, but others around him/her as well as safety of any vertebrate animals.
