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MINNESOTA STATE BASEBALL PREVIEW

ik Gromnebery
Ryan Gresns (right) balts tosses from Minnesota State taammata Dane Mlan on Monday. The Mavericks apen their season Thursday in Goorgis.

Title quest

Mavericks want conference crown
that barely eluded them in 2005

By Brian Qjanpa
Fren Fress Stall Wrilee

MANFATO — The weather still says
winter, but Minnesota State’s baseball
schedule says two games on
Thursday.

That'’s why Dean Bowryer's
Mavericks were shagging flys outside
on Maonday, never mind that they had
to sidestep snow piles to do it

MSU opens its season Thursday in
Georgia. The Maveridks will play five
games there, retum home for a dou-
bleheader with Concordia-St. Paul in
the Metrodome, then get back on a
plane for a slate of games in Florida.

Allin preparation for a 2006 cam-
paign to capture the ane that got

awiy — conference championship,
that is.

The Mavericks dropped three of
four games on the lagt weelkend of the
sagsan st year at Nebraska-Omaha,
giving the like-nidcnamed Mawvericks
the Morth Central Conference title,

“There's not a day that goes by that

I don’t think about that,” said MSU
sanior pitcher Matt . “We
thought we had the better team; we

just dido’t play up to our potantial.”

This coming season could be a
reprise, because Nebraska-Omaha and
MSL will again meet the last weak-
end of the season, this time in
Mankato.

“They're our biggest rival now, and
weTe definitely looking for them to be
really good again this year,”
MeMurtry said.

MSU lost eight letterman but
returns 17 from a squad that went
36-17 last season, 146G in the NCC.

“We have a veteran dub, but its
hasically a junior club,” sﬂysllnuycr
who has unl;,rﬁm.rseuinrs on the ros-
ter,

Among those is McMurtry, a first-
team NCC and first-team All-Region
solection kst year.

The 5-foot-11, 180-pound lefty from
North Platte, Neb., anchored the
pitching staff last season with a 62
record and 2.53 ERA.

“Matt’s a great leader, He doesm't
say a lot but he does the little things
he needs to do to be successal,”
Bonaryer said. “Guys see that and they

just follow him.”

Bowyer says MSU should asquit
itself woll this year in the NCC arms
race, “We have the pitching. I don't
think amy teams in the conference will
have the depth we do.”

Joining MeMurtry wAll be junior
righty Mark Diolene (4-4, 2.67, honor-
able menton AI-NCC), along with
Dane Secott, Jon Bjelland, Ben King
and Bob Wellman.

Mewcomers who could make contri-
butions are freshman Andrew Viasak
and junior transfer Tyler Sander, who
went 1240 last season at lowa Central
Community Collogs,

The offense starts with first-team
AN-NCC infielder Soott Kemp, who
hit 357 with 13 RBIs in 2005.

(Orther key returnees are jurmior
Adam Sudbeck (261, 6 home muns),
junior Eric Austwold (205, & home
runs), senior Byan Greene (326,

36 RBI=) and senior Dane Allen
(.333, 8 homers).

This season, all six NCC teams will
play in the conference tournament,
which will be hosted by MSU.
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