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The time is now: Minnesota State needs to make move up to Division |
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COURRIER: School
must get proactive

It’s time for Minnesota State to
decide: Division I or Division III?
Scholarship or non-scholarship? promises to work hard to find

pen
So far, the NCC has made
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terminal. There has been move-
ment within the NCAA to elim-
inate Division I, meaning your
athletic programs may someday
be scholarship or nonscholar-

ship, Division I or Division III.

S0 given that the league is
failing, and Division II may
so0n be extinct, its time for
Minnesota State to opt up.
Actually, Minnesota State is
five years past the ideal time to
make that move.

North Dakota State and
Northern Colorado successfully
made the move three years ago.
South Dakota State went at the
same time, though there have
been more struggles. But when
Division I is flooded with pro-
grams over the next decade,
even South Dakota State will
be well ahead of the newcom-
ers.

Within the NCC, North
Dakota appears to be ready for
Division I, and it seems other
conference members are sur-
prised that it hasn't already
happened. South Dakota, St.
Cloud State and Nebraska-
Omaha all seem capable of
making the transition.

So its ime for Minnesota
State to be a leader, to be
aggressive. The move to
Division I wouldn't be easy, but
it has never been more doable.
The budgets and staffing have
increased over the last five
years, making those leaps more
manageable. The football and
basketball teams will be able to
make money through “guaran-
tee” games, taking on high-
powered programs that pay

lesser opponents for the right
to rout.

Athletic director Kevin
Buisman is innovative and
proactive, and he's brought the
programs a long way since he
took over in 2002. Most of the
coaches are young and ener-
getic and would be spurred by
the opportunity to take their
programs to the next level.

The baskethall team has
played in consecutive national
tournaments, showing that its
closer than ever to being ready
to compete at the highest level.
The wrestling team already
competes against Division [
talent. The baseball team has
dueled evenly with the
University of Minnesota over
the years. The hockey team is
already a Division I program.

Or Minnesota State can stay
true to its history, waiting for
others to move and reacting,
forming more committees to
undertake more studies to cre-
ate more press releases. [ts
time for the university’s leader-
ship to step forward, don't
worry about failure or fear suc-
Cess.

There will be bumps, no
doubt, but the choices are few.
Minnesota State can opt for
Division I now, get ahead of the
pack, be proactive. Or
Minnesota State can wait until
the NCC folds and Division IT
disappears, then cut back and
hope the MIAC or UMAC have
an opening.

Chad Courrier is a Free Press
staff writer. To contact him,
call 344-6353 or e-mai him at
o ien@mankatofreepress.com.
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