COLLEGE BASKETBALL, PAGE D3
The Frec Press Gustavus men
_t edge St. John’s
Thursday, OI' S
January 19, 2006
waw.mankatofreeprass.com

MSU wrestling team developing into national powerhouse

With little publicity or fanfare,
Minnesota State University's
Jim Makovsky has built
the Mavericks wrestling
program into one of the
top Division II squads in
the country. MSU finished
third in the country last

arguabley, MSUs top two wrestlers
in Jason Rhoten and Travis Krinke
from the lineup.

Rhoten, a two-time
All-American, broke his
femur last spring and it
was hoped he would be
hack sometime this winter

year and is now ranked Al but the rehabilitation is P "
second in Division I1. taking longer than expect- Pickar

The Mavericks" status Hﬂll:_'ﬁl ed. The decision was made anm;‘m: mﬂt}ﬂhﬂ"f
a5 4 premier program was recently to seek a medical .
solidified last Sunday Frea Pross redshirt for the 149-pound the MSU wrestiing team this season.
when they reached the Rhoten who should have  battling shoulder problems but
finals of the NWCA National Duals  two years of eligibility left beginin- Makovsky says the Blue Earth
before falling to top-ranked ng next fall. Area graduate should return to the

Nebraska-Omaha 20-10. The effort
came despite the absence of,

Krinke, another two-time All-
American at 174 pounds, has been
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lineup this weekend at the
East Coast Duals in
Shippensburg, Pa.

“T think it shows we're a
pretty good team,” Makovsky
said. “We have a little more
depth than we had in the

st.”

Brandon Girtz has been
starting for MSU at Rhoten's
spot and has compiled a 17-6
record. Tim Matheson from
Centennial was going to take
a redshirt vear but, when
Krinkie got hurt, stepped in
to the lineup at 174.

Up until a few years ago,
when the wrestling team’s ros-
ter had to be capped at 22
competitors for gender-equity
purposes, that kind of depth
would have been hard to find
on the MSU squad. Now that
the roster limit is up to 26,
Makovsky has a bit more
breathing room.

“(Athletic director) Kevin
Buisman deserves a lot of
credit for the support hes
given us,” Makovsky said.
“He’s relaxed the roster cap
and hek found more funding
for us for better equipment
and for travel. He's making
wrestling a much more enjoy-
able experience for the
wrestlers.”

Although a roster size of 26
is still small, Makovsky says
it's livable. Given the universi-
ty’s constant struggle to meet
gender equity guidelines, he

understands that's the way it
has to be. Still, he can't help
but scratch his head when he
looks at the Ashland
University (Ohio) roster, as
he did over the weekend, and
sees 37 freshmen alone listed.

Two newcomers who have
been big difference-makers for
MSU this season are Andy
Pickar at 165 pounds and Jeff
Pfaffinger at 133. Pickar has
put together at 17-5 season
while Pfaffinger sits at 18-6.

Pickar transferred in from
North Dakota State and
Pfaffinger is a transfer from
the University of lowa. Pickar
heat out last year’s starter,
Jeremiah Nowak, in a wrestle-
off and Pfaffinger cracked the
lineup when sophomre Efrain
Ayala suffered a season-end-
ing knee injury.

“Nebraska-Omaha is still
definitely No. 1," Makovsky
said. “If we're going to have a
shot at overtaking them we're
going to have to get a lot of
guys in the finals at the
national tournament.

“UNO has three defending
champions and that's a lot of
points right there. We could
end up with 10 All-Americans
and still not win the national
title. That just blows my
mind.”

Jim Rueda is the Free Press
sports editor. To contact
him, call 344-6381 or e-mail
him at frueda@
mankatofreepress.com.

Pleass s2e RUEDA, Page D4




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


