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MSU wrestlers place third at North R

OMAHA, NEB. The
Minnesota State University
wresthing team qualified nine of
its 10 starting wrestlers to the
matiomal tournament Sunday as
the Maverides placed third in the
NCAA Division O Naorth
Regional at the University of
Nebraska-Omaha's Sapp
Fieldhouss,

Host UNO, the No. 1-ranked
team in Division I, won the
regional with 1305 points.
Augustana was second with 119
points and MSU was right
behind in third place with 118.5.

MSL was led by fourth-seeded
Andy Pidar, who knodsed off
the tournament’s top two saeds
on the way to the 165-pound
championship. In the semifinals
Pidkar deteated top seed Nathan
Baker of MSU-Moorhead 31
and, in the championship, he
downed No. 2 seed Ross Taplin
of UND 4.2, Pickar was named
the Outstanding Wmestler of the
Meet for his efforts.

MSLTs only other champion
was John Koors at 184 pounds.
Koons cruised thmough the field
with a technical fall, a forbeit vie-

tory and a 51 decision ower
Angustana’s Mate Buys in the
finals.

Minnesota State also had two
runmers-up  in 157-pound
Mathias Bitz and 174-pound
Travis Krinlde. Bitz fell to top
seed Patrids Allibone of UNOD 1-
0 in the championship match
while Krinlde dropped a 6-4 deci-
sion to UMOR% top-ssoded 1D
Naig in the final round.

MSIPs other mational quali-
fiers were Joff Pfaffinger (133
pounds), Zach Stevens (141)
and Brandon Girtz (1403), who

pach fimished third, and Nick
Smith {125) and Ben Janike
(107), who both placed fourth.
Tim Kraemer was the only MSU
wrestler who did not qualify,
placing sixth at heavyrweight.

Piaffinger earned his third-
place madal with a forfoit victory
onver Moorhead's Triory
Macfardand in the final round.
Stevers had towark a little hard-
er for his bronze, edging Shane
Walton of Moorhead 08 in the
141-pound final round.

Girtz  toppled Moortheads
Poter Hayes 65 for his third-

place finish. Srmith was defeated
21 by Aupustana’s Chris Trampe
in his third-place bout, and
Janike dropped a 32 decision to
Southwest Minnesota State's
Jool Wipperfurth in his third-
place match,

The Division I ratioral tour-
rament takes place March 10-11
in Findlay, Ohio,

MSU, the seoond-ranked
team, will be looking for its first
national championship under
head coach Jim Makovsky, MSU
finished second in 1994 and
placed third in 2005,

Minmesota State's 166-pound Andy
Pickar (laft) and 184-pound John
Koons wan indiwidual championships
Sunday at the &K Dvision Il North
Ragional. Pickar was mamed the
(Qutstanding Wrastier of the Mast.
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