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Minnesota State in search of Jamrog’s successor

Pat Christman

Former Minnesota State assistant coach Spence Nowinsky is one of the applicants for the Mavericks foothall job, which opened last week

when Jeff Jamrog resigned.

Who's next?

Large number of candidates — including Mavericks past
and present — expected to take run at football coach job

By Chad Gourrier
Free Press Staff Writer

MANKATO — Current head coach?
College or high school? Division I, I
or III assistant? Alum? Recognizable
name?

Whomever Minnesota State ath-
letic director Kevin Buisman picks to
be the Mavericks’ next football
coach, he’ll certainly have a lot of
candidates to choose from.

“We've probably received 40 to 50
applications, and the job’s only been
posted since Monday,” Buisman
said. “People were calling or e-mail-
ing me before Jeff (Jamrog) had
resigned because they had hear
rumors. I've talked to a lot of people,
and some of those will probably
apply so we could have 70 to 80
applications to sort through.

“We certainly have the quantity,
and I'm encouraged by the quality.”

The search to replace Jamrog,
who resigned last week to take an
administrative job at Nebraska, and
{ill the vacant football job at
Minnesota State has begun, with
Buisman hoping to have someone
moving boxes into that corner office
in Highland Center by the middle of
January.

Several names have already sur-
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faced, some of which confirmed this
week that they'd like to be the next
Mavericks coach.

Neither defensive coordinator Joe
Klanderman nor offensive coordina-
tor Dan Ragsdale have applied.
Klanderman, who played at
Minnesota State from 1997-2001
and coached here since, said he will
make a decision by next week. He's
also been contacted by South
Dakota as a candidate for an assis-
tant coach position.

He's been concentrating more on
recruiting, which has heen more
challenging since Jamrog resigned.

“It’s tougher, but this place is still
the same,” he said. “We sell the
institution, we don’t sell a name.”

Ragsdale, who has also been on
the road recruiting, said he doesn’t
have plans to apply at this time.

“The school has to be interested

in you before you become interested
in the school,” he said. “A lot of peo-
ple turn into politicians this time of
the year, but we're just trying to
keep the transition (to a new coach)
as smooth as possible.”

Former Minnesota State assistant
Spence Nowinsky, who coached last
season at Emporia State, said he will
apply, but Ken Gordon, another for-
mer Mavericks assistant who is
Emporia State’s defensive coordina-
tor, said he’s not ready to be a head
coach and give up the recruiting and
coordinating jobs that he loves,
though he strongly endorses
Nowinsky.

“If they're looking for someone
who will be there a long time, that’s
Spence,” Gordon said. “He loves that
place.”
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