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Minnesota State wrestling coach Jim
Makovsky (left) and baseball coach
Dean Bowyer were among the
coaches who said they were pleasad
that the Northern Sun MSU's bic.

MSU
goaches

ready
for NSIG

By Brian Ojanpa
Frea Press Stafl Writer

MANEKATO — The consen-
sus of Minnesota State coach-
es regarding the school’s move
to a new athletic conference?
Let’s get it on.

“I'm excited to just hawve
this finalized,” wrestling
coach Jim Makovsky said.
“I've got a lot of respect for
NSIC coaches, and for us (the
transition) is going to be pret-
ty seamless.”

Minnesota State and three
other Morth Central
Conference schools — St
Cloud State, Augustana and
Minnesota-Duluth — all were
accepted into the MNorthern
Sun Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference on Monday.

The moves were spurred by
the impending demise of the
North Central, which has been
decimated in recent vears by
member schools” opting to
either move down from NCAA
Division II status or, more
commonly, to move up to
Division [ competition.

MSU baseball coach Dean
Bowyer anticipates that the
switch will go without a hitch
for his program.

“We play quite a few of
those NSIC teams now any-
way,” says Bowver, who feels
the only question mark is how

Please see GOACHES, Page D3

GOACHES: Loss of scholarships frustrating

Continued from Pags D1

the new 14-school NSIC will
align a league that likely will
be divided into two divisions.

Bowyer said the benefit of
that will be a decrease in trav-
el, because divisional foes will
be in relatively close proximi-
ty.

Women's soccer coach
Chris Miskec, like her coach-
ing peers, says she's not happy
about the loss of athletic schol-
arships the league switch will

entail — the NSIC doesn't
allow as many as the NCC —
but she says there will be more
competitive balance in her
sport.

“In the NCC, for vears there
were only two teams with win-
ning nonconference records.
The NSIC has become a much
stronger overall group in soc-
cer, and schools consistently
playing successful programs
will make everyone better.”

Menk track and cross coun-
try coach Mark Schuck takes

the long, philosophical view of
changing times.

“T dance with the girls that
are there. We'll survive,” he
Says.

The veteran coach points
out that the school was a
member of the NSIC precur-
sor league, the Northern
Intercollegiate Conference, as
recently as 1981,

“It was as good as any con-
ference around — as good as
the NCC, and probably better
than the NCC is now.”
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