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Donte Shackleford didn’t want to go to a winning o dmome B
program, and Minnesota State has only had one e e A
winning season in the last 12. & e Bog
“I wasn't looking for a school that went 9-1 last % vk B 50
season,” he said. “T wanted to go somewhere that I 5 e = &
could help out. They had a bad situation here last % e B
year with team chemistry, but everything’s good SO0 Gt LB M
now. There are no big egos; it's a good atmosphere.” i mmm Hom
The Mavericks open the season at 7 p.m. P L
;hlalrsday against Central Missouri at Blakeslee 4§ e B
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Shackleford, at 5foot-11 and 185, is one of the e o B
newest receivers at Minnesota State. He's only 4B Ao Greum T M
three seasons of football, switching from bas- @ %‘&lﬁm 0
ketball as a high-school senior in Omaha, Neb., then Bl KE T .
playing two seasons of football at lowa Central E Tﬁ‘nﬁ?m E EE
Community College. S WikDuE R
“Most of the JC kids, the biggest thing they e T
worry about is themselves because that's the way B e [
you have to think to get out of junior college,” offen- B o Do i
sive coordinator Dan Ragsdale said. “That’s not the Boadnbaig LW
case with Donte. He does everything right, from the R
way he talks to the way he dresses. When you talk & CEEmMod O A
to young receivers, vou tell them if they do things o m,r%ﬂm e &3
the way (Shackleford) does them, you'll be OK.” L
At Towa Central, Shackleford didn't catch many 73 AThony Loaw L m
passes because of the run-oriented style. As a fresh- n mﬁﬂ X
man, he caught 30 passes for 650 yards and eight T T B
touchdowns. The next season, he made 28 recep- 78 MinDie o M
tions for 600 yards and six touchdowns. B oo WA @
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At Minnesota State, he'll get more opportunities, B Tmpemn WA A
one of the things that attracted him here. o . B
“I go from a team that passes 30, 40 times a year o Je0Ek E FA
htc;one that passes more than 30, 40 times a game,” - — - - o B pagemen oL
said. utn (ross o Joman Amam or FR
Despite his inexperience at catching the ball, he  Though Donte Shackleford has little experience as a recaiver, Minnesota State coaches are predicting a big season for the & A I
did learn how to block, a skill that separates him Jjunior-college transfer: W dmramn € R
from many receivers. He's used to taking on safeties = e e R

and linebackers, though he's usually giving away the spring, but it’s different when the lights come under the performance name of Taggiz, a network Head Coch: Jal Jumiog

more than 25 pounds to the opponents he meets in -~ on. I'm excited to see what he can do.” of acquaintances nearby. oS ks, B KLy
the middle of the field. Shackleford's family still lives in Omaha, but he “I'm doing something I love. 'm going to collage et ;ﬂ:,“:n‘m!:; g

“We keep it simple, run and get open,” Ragsdale  has an uncle in Minneapolis. Defensive backs coach  without having to pay for it,” he said. “Going to col-  prriniotit k). n E (s
said. “We talk about blocking, and he was doing it~ Brian Bell was at lowa Central last season, giving  lege is something that's really big for me. Tmclose  Zomusk mngmaz

60 times a game (at Iowa Central). He excelled in ~ Shackleford, who has a blossoming musical career  to family; I'm happy here.”



