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Dan Ragsdale has joined the
Minnesota State foothall team
coaching stafl Ragsdale will
serve as offensive coordinator
and quarterbacks coach. He
was the offensive coordinator at
Minnesota Duluth last season.

MSU lands
new offensive
coordinator

Ragsdale turned UMD into
one of NCC'’s top offenses

By Chad Courrier
Free Prass Stafl Writer

MANEATO — Minnesota State football
coach Jeff Jamrog liked what he saw from
the Minnesota Duluth offense last season.
Even though his Mavericks lost 28-23 in the
homecoming game that day at Blakeslee
Stadium, he admired what the Bulldogs
offense was able to do.

S0 when the offensive coordinator posi-
tion came open last month, Jamrog looked
around the North Central Conference for
possible candidates, and he quickly zeroed
in on Minnesota Duluths Dan Ragsdale,
who in one season took the Bulldogs from
nearly last in most NCC offensive cate-
gories to near the top.

“The one-season  turnaround  (at
Minnesota Duluth) in offensive perfor-
mance was outstanding,” Jamrog said.
“And it's not like he did that with a boatload
of all-conference players. Hopefully, he can
bring some of that flavor to us.”

Ragsdale, 28, has joined Jamrog's staff
this week as offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach, replacing Garin
Higgins and becoming the sixth offensive
coordinator in the program in the last six
seasons. Ragsdale said he's excited about
bringing the same improvement that he
masterminded at Minnesota Duluth to the
Mavericks’ program, which despite a 29
record could have won five more games
with an extra touchdown.
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Wolves down Maveric
at Target Center

UMD 13th

in passing last season
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“This is a pretty good
opportunity for me and my
family,” he said. “If [ stay at the
Division II level, T want to win
a national championship, and
we had a good thing in Duluth.
But [ see this as a situation
that’s about ready to explode.”

The Bulldogs passed for
280.8 vards per game last sea-
son, which ranked 13th nation-
ally. Ragsdale said his coach-
ing influences from playing
and coaching in an indoor
league, as well as his quarter-
backing days at the University
of Redlands, where he was
named the Division III player
of the year, have shaped his
philosophy.

Against Minnesota State
last season, the Bulldogs
rushed a season-high 45 times
for 166 yards because
Ragsdale thought that was the
best plan. In the first round of
the NCAA playoffs, the
Bulldogs attempted an NCAA
record 64 passes, completing
34 for 295 yvards in a 23-12 loss
at North Dakota.

“lI cant put a style on it,”
Ragsdale said. “Will we throw
it? Absolutely. Will we be near
the top in the North Central in
passing vards? Absolutely, Will
we be near the top in the
NCAA in passing vards?
Probably.

“T want to put the best five
skill athletes on the field with
the quarterback, and I feel we
have some of the best receivers
in the league here. Whoever

the lucky quarterback is, he'll
probably feel like a lottery win-

ner.”
At Minnesota  Duluth,
Ragsdale bypassed two experi-

enced quarterbacks and went
with redshirt freshman Ted
sSchlafke, who had been
switched to defensive back.
Schlafke progressed into one
of the top quarterbacks in the
NCC, completing 305 of 490
passes for 3,335 yards with 33
touchdowns and 17 intercep-
tions. He also rushed for 256
vards and two scores.

Last season, the Mavericks
struggled at quarterback, with
Jamie VanDenFElzen, Joshua
Bryant and D.J. Porter all get-
ting snaps, sometimes in the
same game. VanDenElzen and
Porter have graduated, leaving
Bryant to compete with red-
shirt freshman Eyan Fick.

“It will probably be taken
care of the first week of spring
ball,” Ragsdale said. “We don't
have any quarterbacks right
now, we have a bunch of
throwers. We'll see who
evolves into a quarterback.

“One thing for sure, it's not
going to be a revolving door.
We'll have one quarterback
who the team can rally around
and try to win some ball-
games.”

Jamrog has one more staff
opening to fill. Defensive line
coach Brian Mohnson left to
join Turner Gills staff at the
University of Buffalo, and
Jamrog said he wants to
have that position filled within
10 days.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


