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Trotter
makes

move to
gridiron

By Chad Courrier
Froe Prass Staff Wrier

MANEKATO — Rueben Trotter
had watched the drill, and he
felt prepared as he took a three-
point stance, just a couple of
feet opposite defensive team-
mate Steven Porter.

When the whistle blew,
Porter exploded out of his
stance, nailing Trotter and
sending him backward.

“T didn’t know what [ was
doing,” Trotter said. “Coach
said ‘hit,” and he hit me. Next
time, T'll be ready.”

Trotter, who last month
wrapped up his college basket-
ball career, is trying to catch on
with the football team, using
the month-long spring practice
to see if the skills learned on
the court will apply on the field.

“He's got good size, he's ath-
letic and physical,” Minnesota
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State football coach Jeff
Jamrog said. “His attitude is
excellent.

“Part of spring ball is to
experiment with personnel.
Certainly, this experiment is
taking a young man who did a
tremendous job on the basket-
ball court and see if he can
help the football team.”

Trotter, a Chicago native,
last played football as a high-
school freshman, then broke
his ankle while working out in
the summer before his sopho-
more season. He turned his
focus to basketball, and he
wound up playing two seasons
at Lincoln College near his
home.

He came to Minnesota State
but didn't distinguish himself
during his junior season.
However, he emerged as a
team leader and fan favorite

last season, averaging 2.9 |

points and 4.7 rebounds.

Late in the season, while
joking with friends, including
Mavericks' receiver Tyrell
Smith, the subject of football
came up. Trotter, needing the
fall semester to complete his
degree, decided held give it a
try this spring.

“A lot of football players (in
the NFL), played college bas-
kethball,” Trotter said. “T want
to see if I'm one of those guys.”

For April, at least, he is.
Hek had to adjust to different
weight-room workouts, he's
watching more film, attending
group meetings. He was a
physical basketball player, but
this kind of contact takes some
getting used to.

“It’s tough, like going to a
foreign country,” Trotter said.
“I'm learning footwork and
schemes, I've had to make the

Jorn Cross

Former basketball player Rueben Trotter is trying to continue his athlatic
carear with the Minnesota State foothall team as a tight end.

adjustment.”

Trotter is one of only three
tight ends on the roster, along
with senior Dan Harke and
redshirt  freshman  D.Q.
Spencer. At 6foot-3 and 235
pounds, Trotter is big enough
to fill the position, athletic
enough to contribute. But a
sixyear layoff is tough to over-
come, and hes doing extra
work before and after prac-
tices.

“Just catching the ball, T had

my hands too far apart,”
Trotter said. “T was used to
catching a basketball.”

At the end of April, Trotter
will meet with the coaches to
determine if he has a future in
foothall.

“If Rueben can beat the
odds, that's great,” Jamrog
said. “At this level. it takes
time to develop skills, but he
has to deliver quick. If he can
help us, it's a win-win. You
never know until you try.”




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


