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The MS programin Cross-Disciplinary Studies permits students to combine courses
from two academic areas, and is designed for the highly motivated, self-directed
student whose personal, educational,and/or career goals require an educational
experience that might notbe provided by agraduate program with a single area of
emphasis. One primaryacademicdiscipline provides two-thirds of the total number
of credits, with courses from a second academic area constituting the remaining
one-third of the program. A student may complete 30 credit thesis program or 34
creditalternate plan paper (APP) or,ifapplicable,another 34 credit capstone project
program. At this time, the College of Business is not a participating academic area
in the Cross-Disciplinary Studies Program.

Becauseeveryadmittedstudentwillhaveauniqueindividualizedacademicprogram,
itisessential thatstrict programrequirementsand policies be enforced. Pleaseread
the follow program requirements prior to starting the application process.

Application Considerations
1. Applicantstothecross-disciplinary studies program are expected to complete
the Minnesota State University (MSU) graduate application form,submit the
required application fee,and complete a program Plan of Study. Applicants
tothe program musthave earned a baccalaureate degreefromaregionallyac-
credited collegeoruniversity,ortheoverseasequivalent.International students
mustsubmittheadditionaldocumentsrequiredforinternationalapplicants. All
applicationdocumentsand graduate policiesareavailable onthe web pages of
the College of Graduate Studies and Research (www2.mnsu.edu.graduate).

2. Applicantsmusthave earnedanundergraduate grade pointaverage of atleast
a3.0.

3. Applicants must provide all of the application credentials required toapply to
the primary discipline'sgraduate degree program. Forexample,ifthe primary
academic discipline requires the GRE for consideration for admission to the
graduatedegreeprogram,thentheinterdisciplinarystudiesapplicantwouldalso
be expected to submit GRE results. Requirements for MSU's graduate degree
programsare posted onthe web pages ofthe College of Graduate Studiesand
Research (www2.mnsu.edu/graduate).

4, Each applicant must provide a statement of at least 300 words that informs
theadmissions committee of the applicant's personaland professional goals,
and that also addresses why an existing graduate program offered by MSU
does not meet these goals.

5. The applicant must provide a brief synopsis of how each suggested course
included in the Plan of Study will assist him/her in achieving the goals men-
tionedintherequired essay. Course descriptionsare availableinthe Graduate
Bulletin on the College of Graduate Studies and Research web page (www?2.
mnsu.edu/graduate).

6.Provisionaladmission to the programis not permitted. Allundergraduate defi-
ciencies mustbe completed priorto being admitted to the graduate program.

7. The application must be approved by Graduate Coordinators of each of the
selected academic departments and by the College of Graduate Studies and
Research. If one member of this group does not endorse the application, the
applicant will be notified and alternatives will be suggested.

Program Considerations
1. Fifty percent of the credit in the program (excluding thesis, APP, or other
capstone project credits) mustbe completed atthe 600 level. At least one 600
level course must be completed within each selected academic discipline.

2. Aresearch methods course must be completed as part of the degree program.
Students must select a research methods course offered by their primary
academic area.

3. No more than three credits of independent study may be used to complete
the program.

4.Theadmittedstudent'sinitialadvisorwillbeassigned by the Graduate Coordina-
torofthe primaryacademicarea. The student'scommittee shallbe composed
of two graduate faculty members from the primary academic program, and
one memberfrom the secondary program. Exceptions to this policy must be
approved by the student's advisor. The Plan of Study submitted as part of the
application will be considered the official plan of study unless changes are
approved by all committee members.

5. Studentsmustcompletethegraduatedegreecapstoneexperiencerequirements
of the primary academic program. The capstone experiences must include
conceptsand research gleaned from both of the student's selected academic
disciplines.

6. Allgraduate students should be familiar with the current policies of the College
of Graduate Studies and Research. These policies,including the six year time
limittocompletethedegree,areavailablein the Graduate Bulletin,located on
the web pages of the College (www2.mnsu.edu/graduate).

7.Studentscompletingathesisareexpectedtocompleteatleastthirtyappropriate
credits. Students who do not write a thesis must complete atleast thirty-four
approved credits.

Check list of required application documents:
+ Two page graduate application form (this is a PDF file)
+  Proposed Plan of Study (PDF file)
+ 300word statementofobjectives,including why an existing MSU graduate
program does not currently meet your needs
+ Explanation of how each proposed course will assist you in reaching the
goals discussed in your essay
+ Application fee
+ Internationalapplicantsmustsubmitadditional credentialsand documents.
Additionaldocumentsrequired byinternationalapplicantsmaybefoundon
the College's web pages designed for prospective students.
Additionalapplicationcredentialsrequired by the primaryacademicprogram.Alistof
program requirements is available on the College of Graduate Studies' web pages.




