
CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM

The MS program in Cross-Disciplinary Studies permits students to combine courses 
from two academic areas, and is designed for the highly motivated, self-directed 
student whose personal, educational, and/or career goals require an educational 
experience that might not be provided by a graduate program with a single area of 
em pha sis.  One primary academic discipline provides two-thirds of the total number 
of credits, with courses from a second academic area constituting the remaining 
one-third of the program. A student may complete 30 credit thesis program or 34 
credit alternate plan paper (APP) or, if ap pli ca ble, another 34 credit capstone project 
program.  At this time, the College of Business is not a par tic i pat ing academic area 
in the Cross-Disciplinary Studies Program.     
 
Because every admitted student will have a unique individualized academic program, 
it is es sen tial that strict program requirements and policies be enforced.  Please read 
the follow program requirements prior to starting the application process.  

Application Considerations
1.  Applicants to the cross-disciplinary studies program are expected to complete 

the Minnesota State University (MSU) graduate application form, submit the 
required application fee, and com plete a pro gram Plan of Study.  Applicants 
to the program must have earned a baccalaureate de gree from a re gion al ly ac-
credited college or university, or the overseas equivalent.  International students 
must submit the additional documents required for international applicants.  All 
ap pli ca tion doc u ments and graduate policies are available on the web pages of 
the College of Graduate Studies and Research (www2.mnsu.edu.graduate).

 
2.  Applicants must have earned an undergraduate grade point average of at least 

a 3.0.  
 
3.  Applicants must provide all of the application credentials required to apply to 

the primary discipline's graduate degree program.  For example, if the primary 
academic discipline requires the GRE for con sid er ation for admission to the 
graduate degree program, then the in ter dis ci pli nary studies applicant would also 
be ex pect ed to submit GRE results.  Requirements for MSU's graduate degree 
programs are posted on the web pages of the College of Graduate Studies and 
Research (www2.mnsu.edu/graduate).  

 
4.  Each applicant must provide a statement of at least 300 words that informs 

the admissions committee of the applicant's personal and professional goals, 
and that also addresses why an existing graduate program offered by MSU 
does not meet these goals.

 
5.  The applicant must provide a brief synopsis of how each suggested course 

included in the Plan of Study will assist him/her in achieving the goals men-
tioned in the required essay.  Course de scrip tions are available in the Graduate 
Bulletin on the College of Graduate Studies and Research web page (www2.
mnsu.edu/graduate).  

 
6.  Provisional admission to the program is not permitted.  All undergraduate defi -

ciencies must be com plet ed prior to being admitted to the graduate program. 
 
7.  The application must be approved by Graduate Coordinators of each of the 

selected academic de part ments and by the College of Graduate Studies and 
Research.  If one member of this group does not endorse the ap pli ca tion, the 
applicant will be notifi ed and alternatives will be suggested.

 
 Program Considerations

1.  Fifty percent of the credit in the program (excluding thesis, APP, or other 
capstone project credits) must be completed at the 600 level.  At least one 600 
level course must be completed within each selected academic discipline.   

 
2.  A research methods course must be completed as part of the degree program.  

Students must select a research methods course offered by their primary 
academic area.  

 

3.  No more than three credits of independent study may be used to complete 
the program.

 
4.  The admitted student's initial advisor will be assigned by the Graduate Coordina-

tor of the primary academic area.  The student's committee shall be composed 
of two graduate faculty members from the primary academic program, and 
one member from the secondary program.  Exceptions to this policy must be 
approved by the student's advisor.  The Plan of Study submitted as part of the 
application will be considered the offi cial plan of study unless changes are 
approved by all committee members.     

 
5.  Students must complete the graduate degree capstone experience requirements 

of the primary academic program.  The capstone experiences must include 
concepts and research gleaned from both of the student's selected academic 
disciplines.       

 
6.   All graduate students should be familiar with the current policies of the College 

of Graduate Studies and Research.  These policies, including the six year time 
limit to complete the degree, are available in the Graduate Bulletin, located on 
the web pages of the College (www2.mnsu.edu/graduate).    

 
7.  Students completing a thesis are expected to complete at least thirty ap pro pri ate 

credits.  Students who do not write a thesis must complete at least thirty-four 
approved credits.  

  

Check list of required application documents:   
•  Two page graduate application form  (this is a PDF fi le)
•  Proposed Plan of Study  (PDF fi le)                 
• 300 word statement of objectives, including why an existing MSU graduate 

program does not currently meet your needs
•  Explanation of how each proposed course will assist you in reaching the 

goals discussed in your essay
• Application fee
• International applicants must submit additional credentials and documents.  

Additional documents required by international applicants may be found on 
the College's web pages designed for prospective students.

Additional application credentials required by the primary academic program.  A list of 
program requirements is available on the College of Graduate Studies' web pages.
 

CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM


