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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, with a career that spans over 50 years, Dr. Gresdna Anne Doty has served as the de facto  ambassador for  women in educational theatre; and, 

WHEREAS, she concentrated her early research on the exploration of Mrs. Anne Brunton Merry, the “first great actress of the Americas” who was also very successful as the theatre manager of the Chestnut Street Theatre in early Philadelphia; and,

WHEREAS, her far-reaching professional efforts have promoted the engagement in and acceptance of women in theatre leadership positions; and,

WHEREAS, during her 29 years at Louisiana State University, she molded the theatre from a small academic program into a major department with degrees of renown, alumni of great distinction, a production history that reflects excellence in traditional and cutting-edge programming, and a vision of providing the most exciting classical and avant garde explorations in the areas of teaching, production and research; and,  

 WHEREAS, she has elevated  educational theatre experiences  throughout the country by serving as the perfect role model for the theatre professional, thereby engaging students,  peers and soon-to-be friends alike in her noble profession; and, 

WHEREAS, within her numerous constituencies including the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, the American Theatre Association, the College of Fellows of the American Theatre, Louisiana State University, Southwest Texas State University,  her alma maters (Indiana University, the University of Florida and the University of Northern Iowa), and her community, she has provided significant leadership that fosters  attainment of the individual’s full professional and personal potential; and,

WHEREAS, Gresdna’s brilliance, tireless work ethic and extraordinary kindness have provided  her many opportunities to serve the arts in the United States through offices and assignments in professional and educational theatre organizations including the National Chair of KC/ACTF and the Dean of the College of Fellows; and,

WHEREAS, she and her husband, James (Jim) G. Traynham have always kept their time,  home and hearts open to students and colleagues for meaningful celebrations, discovery sessions, and theatre tasks;  and,

WHEREAS, the NAPAT membership does recognize Gresdna Doty as the Lady Liberty of the aforementioned organizations for building structures that have room for all constituencies, for promoting civility and grace through her actions and words, for establishing artistic standards that bring honor to our profession, and for maintaining an attitude that is fair and focused on the better good; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on this, the twenty-third of April, Two Thousand and Eleven,  the National Partners of the American Theatre  bestow upon Gresdna Anne Doty the honorary title EMERITUS PARTNER OF AMERICAN THEATRE; and extend to her an expression of friendship and appreciation for her significant contributions to the American Theatre that will reverberate for many generations to come;  and express our sincerest wishes  for good health, great happiness, and many more meaningful journeys with her wonderful partner, Jim.
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