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The National Partners of the American Theatre
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, with a professional theatre career that began in 1956 when he served as Second Assistant Scene Designer Jo Mielziner on the Broadway production of Most Happy Fella, Ming Cho Lee has distinguished himself in the theatre earning the moniker Dean of American Scene Design; and, 

WHEREAS, his  cutting-edge minimalist design elements in tandem with encyclopedic knowledge of the text elevated the theatrical experience in theatre, opera and dance to new heights; and,

WHEREAS, he has designed scenery for many of the world’s great theatres including Broadway, Joe Papp’s Public Theatre, the Arena Stage, the San Francisco Opera, the Mark Taper Forum, the Guthrie Theatre, Covent Garden, the Royal Danish Ballet, the Hong Kong Cultural Center,  and Teatre Colon (Buenos Aires); and, 

WHEREAS, the impact of his exploration into new design territories earned him major recognition including a Tony, an Obie for sustained achievement, NY and LA Outer Circle Critics,  Helen Hayes, and Drama Desk awards.  It also earned him three honorary doctorates, membership in the Theatre Hall of Fame, the Mayor’s Award for Arts and Culture (NYC),  the National Endowment for the Arts’ Distinguished Artist Fellowship; and he received the National Medal of Arts in 2002 from President George W. Bush; and,

WHEREAS, since he has considered the student/teacher relationship to be at the foundation of all success, he served as Professor of Theatre  and co-Chair of the Design Department at Yale University from 1969 to 2006; and, 

WHEREAS,  he used his NEA Award to develop a student designers’ portfolio review seminar that grew into an annual summer event at Lincoln Center that is lovingly called Ming’s Clambake; and,

WHEREAS, for many years, he has served the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival through the donation of his time and talents in furthering theatre design at the college and university levels through his critiques, adjudications, workshops and fellowship; and, 

WHEREAS, he and his wife of 53 years, Betty, have excelled as a terrific team in providing guidance and learning opportunities to scores of theatre artists.  He the mentor—she the manager; and, 

WHEREAS, the NAPAT membership does recognize Ming Cho Lee as the most influential artist/educator in the history of American Scene Design  because of his passion for the visual image in performing arts, his monumental talents in theatrical design, his expansive originality and skill, his love for the student/educator relationship, and his generosity of spirit; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on this, the twenty-third of April, Two Thousand and Eleven,  the National Partners of the American Theatre  bestow upon Ming Cho Lee the honorary title EMERITUS PARTNER OF AMERICAN THEATRE; and extend to him an expression of friendship and appreciation for his significant contributions to the American Theatre that will  echo throughout the profession for many generations to come;  and express our sincerest wishes  for good health, great happiness, many more Clambakes—real and figurative—with friends, mentees and family.



_________________________________		_________________________________	
Jere Wade, NAPAT National Chair			Katie Robinson, Distinguished Partner	
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