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FOURTH ANNUAL NAPAT CONFERENCE HELD IN WASHINGTON, D.C.





     With yet another record number of registrants the Fourth Annual National Partner’s Conference was held in Washington D.C. April 10–21, 2007.  Scheduled to coincide with the KCACTF National Festival, the Conference included a reception for Partners and the KCACTF National Committee, the Irene Ryan Evening of Scenes, and the annual Partner’s Brunch.


     This year’s brunch honored long time friend, partner, and Past KCACTF National Chair Ron Willis.  On hand to serve as Masters of Ceremonies and official “roasters” of Professor Willis were Jerry Crawford and Jack Wright.  Crawford and Wright did a masterful job of serving up the roast, but as usual the last laugh was reserved for “recovering academic” Willis who addressed the assembled guests and concluded with a composed-on-the-spot limerick.  The Partners gave Willis a glass sculpture by artist Rollin King, and a framed proclamation was read and presented. (See adjacent column.)


NAPAT BOARD MEETS


	The Conference also provided an opportunity for the NAPAT Executive Board to meet. Among matters discussed is a plan to enhance Conference activities in 2008 by adding a “Washington D.C. Experience” to the schedule.  Among suggested events are a “backstage” tour of the Smithsonian’s American History Museum, a tour of Ford’s Theatre, an Arena Theatre event, and/or a sit-down with actors from one of the professional productions playing at the time.  


	The next Board meeting is planned for October 12-13 in Providence, RI. with Elaine Perry hosting.





RON WILLIS PROCLAMATION





Whereas:  Ronald A. Willis has enriched theatre programs throughout the United States with his talent and intelligence, and 





Whereas:  his leadership as National Vice Chair and then Chair of the KCACTF Playwriting Committee and then Chair of KCACTF was a force in the growth and influence of KCACTF, and





Whereas:  his commitment to critical methods and standards for respondents to theatre productions elevated the work of theatre artists and educators in our colleges, and





Whereas:  his visionary work in theatre production with virtual reality and technology has broadened theatre perspectives in higher education





The National Partners of American Theatre celebrate and honor the lifetime contribution of Ronald A. Willis to theatre arts and his influence on all of our lives.





April 21, 2007








2007/2008 NAPAT MEMBERSHIP DRIVE KICKS OFF





	With the beginning of the new NAPAT fiscal year on May 1, 2007 the Partners are beginning a major drive for new members and for the renewal of dues by continuing members.  In accordance with the NAPAT Bylaws, annual contributions received for the 2007/2008 fiscal year certify membership through April 30, 2008 and carry the following benefits:  Full Partner – annual contribution of $125 (or more) entitles the member to a reduced Conference registration, a complimentary ticket to the Annual Brunch, and an invitation to the NAPAT/KCACTF reception. Associate Partner – annual contribution of $65 entitles the member to an invitation to the KCACTF/NAPAT reception. Institutional Partner -  annual contribution of $200 entitles the member school to one Full Partnership.  A subscription to the NAPAT Newsletter is included in all membership categories.


	Membership Chair Joyce Cavarozzi is actively campaigning for new members, and is working on an institutional mailing list in an effort to recruit more member schools.  If you or your school wish to become a members there is a Membership form on page four of this Newsletter. If you would like additional information contact Joyce Cavarozzi at � HYPERLINK "mailto:joyce.cavarozzi@cox.net" ��joyce.cavarozzi@cox.net�.


Current Institutional Members include:


California State University, Fullerton


Columbia Basin College, Oregon


University of Nevada, Las Vegas





ENCOURAGE YOUR SCHOOL TO BECOME AN INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER!




















WHO ARE THE NATIONAL PARTNERS?





	While many of the original members of the National Partners of the American Theatre have been affiliated in one way or another with KCACTF, such affiliation is by no means a requirement for membership.  Anyone interested in “supporting the activities of the next generation of theatre artists” is encouraged to join and participate in NAPAT’s good works.  We are a non-profit corporation and contributions are tax-deductible.


Become a Member today.








WHERE DOES YOUR PARTNERSHIP CONTRIBUTION GO?





All Partner contributions support three award programs of the organization:





The NAPAT National Classical Acting Award, currently awarded at the Irene Ryan Evening in  association with the London Academy of Dramatic Art, providing full tuition and expenses for LAMDA’s summer training program; and 





 The NAPAT Regional Classical Acting Award,


 a $250 cash award presented at each of the Regional Festivals; and





The NAPAT/KNUA Design Excellence Award


New this year, a one week all expense paid visit to Seoul, Korea for a National Design Award winner. Co-sponsored by the Korean National University of the Arts.


 


 Your contribution is tax-deductible.





Note:  The annual NAPAT Conference in Washington D.C. is supported primarily by conference fees, and no NAPAT funds are used to support Board


meetings and activities.








NAPAT HAS A WEB SITE


Check us out at:  NAPAT.NET





The site is maintained by Board member Paul Hustoles at 


Minnesota State University, Mankato





NAPAT AWARDS PRESENTED AT


 KCACTF NATIONAL FESTIVAL





	The Irene Ryan Evening of Scenes at the recent KCACTF National Festival was the occasion for the awarding of two prestigious NAPAT awards.  Kelli Crump, an MFA Acting candidate at Western Illinois University received the NAPAT Classical Acting award. Presented in co-operation with the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) the award is a summer residency with LAMDA in London and includes tuition, housing, a meal allowance and round-trip airfare. Judges for this year’s award were NAPAT Board members Harlene Marley and Elaine Perry.


	The NAPAT Award for Design Excellence was presented to Marijo Henning of Western Washington University.  Ms. Henning was a Design Award finalist whose work was displayed at the Kennedy Center, and her costume designs for Naku Tsuru and the Samurai were selected for recognition by NAPAT judges Lin Conaway and Andy Gibbs.  This award is co-sponsored by the Korean National University of the Arts (KNUA) and includes a one week visit in Seoul, Korea visiting theatre design and traditional arts classes, visiting various design studios, and attending performances among other activities.  The award covers round-trip airfare, housing and a meal allowance.


	





NAPAT BOARD





Jeff Koep                     -  Chair


Joyce Cavarozzi  -  Vice- Chair 


Donn Finn             -  Treasurer


Jere Wade              -  Secretary


Elaine Foster Perry


                            -  Past Chair 





Regional Representatives:


Wil Kilroy                      -      I


           kilroy@usm.maine.edu


Robert Kauffman          -     II


robertkauffman@earthlink.net


Lin Conaway                 -    III


            conawall@muohio.edu


Mark Charney               -    IV


             CMARK@clemson.edu


Paul Hustoles               -     V


        paul.hustoles@mnsu.edu


Andy Gibbs                  -    VI


                  dagibbs@uark.edu


Ginny Quinley               -  VII


  gquinley@columbiabasin.edu 


Harlene Marley            -  VIII


             marleymesa@aol.com





Distinguished Life Members:





Kathryn Robinson


Bonnie Nelson Schwartz


Sam Smiley


David Young





Kennedy Center Liaison:





Susan Shaffer


* * * * *


Auxiliary Members:





Martin Bennison


Dottie Kauffman   


Julie Koep


LaVerne Garman


 Penny Wade


* * * * * 





NAPAT NEWSLETTER 


edited by:





Jere Wade


1801 Skycrest Dr. #5


Walnut Creek, CA 94595





penjere@wades.org
























































NAPAT REGIONAL AWARDS FOR CLASSICAL ACTING PRESENTED AT REGIONAL FESTIVALS


	For the second year a $250 cash award was presented at each Regional Festival for excellence in classical acting.  As at the National Festival NAPAT defines classical selections as dramatic material written before the 20th century.


	This year’s Regional winners were I - Daniel Rios Jr., Fitchberg State, II - Jon Barker, Montclair State U., III – Connie Chojnacki, Illinois State U., IV – Marcus Henderson, Alabama State U., V – Olivia Young, U. Central Missouri, VI – Brian White, Texas State U. (Award for Design), VII – Rachae Thomas, Western Washington, and VIII – Zach Kraus, CSU Fullerton.  Each student’s coach or instructor also receives a Certificate of Recognition.











2007/2008 NATIONAL PARTNERS 


(As of publication date.)





Martin Bennison			Joyce Cavarozzi			Lin Conaway


Jerry Crawford			Evelyn Dewey			Jay Edelnant


Donn Finn				Andy Gibbs				Jim Greer


Paul Hustoles			P. William Hutchinson		Robert Kauffman


Jeff Koep				Harlene Marley			Chris Moe


Elaine Foster Perry			Katie Robinson			Greta Geist Rutledge


Bonnie Nelson Schwartz		Kip Shawger				Roberta Sloan


John Tammi				Jere Wade				Ronald Willis


Jack Wright				Will York





PLEASE CONSIDER ADDING YOUR NAME TO THIS ROSTER TODAY


(Membership form below.)











NATIONAL PARTNERS 2007/2008 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE


NAME_______________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________


CITY/STATE/ZIP_____________________________________________________________


PHONE___________________________E-MAIL________________________________________





Select one of the options below and make your check payable to


National Partners American Theatre





Full Partner ______$125 or more   Associate Partner______$65


Institutional Partner*_______$200





______Current 2007/2008 Partner Additional Pledge:   $_______





*Institutional Partners include information above for your institution’s designated Full Partner.  In addition provide institution name and address below:





INSTITUTION________________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


CITY/STATE/ZIP_____________________________________________________________________





SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO:		Donn Finn, Treasurer


							720 East MacArthur Street


						          Sonoma, CA 95476
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