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NAPAT WASHINGTON D.C. CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS





	The Sixth Annual NAPAT Conference was held in Washington D.C. April 16 – 19, 2009.  Scheduled to coincide with the KCACTF National Festival the NAPAT Conference featured a variety of program events arranged exclusively for Partner registrants.  The highlight of the week was the annual Honoree Brunch which this year recognized Lawrence DeVine for his long-time service to KCACTF and the American Theatre.  Partners Donn Finn and John Tammi presided over an appropriate ‘DeVine roasting’ which included a special dramatic recitation of a Scandinavian epic by Herra Tammi.  In addition a NAPAT Proclamation was read in which the honorary title of Emeritus Partner of American Theatre was bestowed upon Lawrence DeVine.  The full Proclamation appears on page two of this Newsletter.  Larry was also presented with a glass sculpture as a memento of the occasion, along with a genuine “diamond-studded” NAPAT lapel pin. 


	For the second year and a row the Partners Board sought to expand the NAPAT Conference experience beyond the walls of the Kennedy Center.  Last year Partner Bonnie Nelson Schwartz arranged for a private tour of Washington’s Shakespeare Theatre; and this year she arranged for a performance and tour of the newly restored Ford’s Theatre.  On Friday the 17th two dozen Partners and guests attended a performance of a short, two-actor play – One Destiny – which focused on the events surrounding Lincoln’s assassination.  Following the performance Ford Theatre’s Director of Programming Kristin Fox conducted a back-stage tour for the Partners.  Ms. Fox had supervised the recent renovations at the theatre and her comments were especially informative and insightful. 


	On Friday evening more than forty members of the KCACTF National Committee joined the Partners for its traditional reception held on the patio-deck of the Washington Suites Hotel on a lovely Spring afternoon. 


	Registrants also attended the Irene Ryan Scenes, and had an opportunity to view the KCACTF Student Design exhibits.  NAPAT award winners for Classical Acting and Design Excellence were selected at these events and a separate article on the awards appears elsewhere in this Newsletter.  











JOIN OR RENEW YOUR NAPAT MEMBERSHIP TODAY


YOUR ANNUAL DUES MAKE THE NAPAT AWARDS POSSIBLE


(SEE AWARDS ARTICLE ON PAGE 2)


THE NAPAT MEMBERSHIP YEAR RUNS FROM MAY 1 TO APRIL 3O EACH YEAR


USE THE FORM ON PAGE 4 TO JOIN OR RENEW TODAY





YOUR FULLY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DUES ARE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR NAPAT AWARDS - The NAPAT Conference is   supported by registration fees, and no NAPAT funds are used for Board meetings or activities.





LAWRENCE DEVINE RESOLUTION





WHEREAS, Lawrence DeVine has heightened the quality of the American Theatre as a professional critic, avid theatre aficionado, and gentleman friend to all who enter the “wooden O”; and





WHEREAS, he has generously shared his wisdom and perceptions around the country at The Miami Herald and The Los Angeles Herald Examiner before landing at The Detroit Free Press in 1968 to develop an important voice for the arts that has served the city, the region, and the nation steadfastly; and 





WHEREAS, he provided the American Theatre a remarkable history and analysis of theatre and its people through his keen perceptions evidenced in written and spoken critiques; and





WHEREAS, he partnered with the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival first in 1978 in Vermillion, S.C, for a short ride that turned into a lasting passion that continues with his presence here today; and





WHEREAS, he has served the art form as a member of the nominating jury for the Pulitzer Prize for drama while (just as avidly) coaching college students through their initial attempts at writing responsible criticism; and  





WHEREAS, he has been recognized for excellence by the Michigan Allied Professional Theatres, the Michigan Governor’s Award, the Amoco Gold Medallion of Excellence from KCACTF, and  a special proclamation from the Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer; and 





WHEREAS, he has served the National Partners of the American Theatre and its membership through friendship, laughter, and charm; 





NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on this the 18th day of April, 2009, the National Partners of the American Theatre bestow upon Lawrence DeVine the honorary title Emeritus Partner of American Theatre; and extend to him friendship and appreciation for his significant contributions to the American Theatre that will continue to reverberate through the profession.








2009/2010 NAPAT INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS


(ENCOURAGE YOUR SCHOOL TO BECOME AN INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER)





● BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY      ● C.S.U. FULLERTON          ● C.S.U., STANISLAUS





● LAMAR UNIVERSITY ● PENN STATE U., HARRISBURG  ● RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE


    


● TEXAS CHRISTIAN U.  ● U. OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS ● UNIVERSITY OF EVANSVILLE


   


For more information contact Membership Chair Joyce Cavarozzi at:  joyce.cavarozzi@cox.net








NAPAT’S 2009


 AWARDS





	The KCACTF National Festival provided the venue for judging and awarding NAPAT’s two major National Awards:  Classical Acting and Design Excellence:


	NAPAT Classical Acting Award.  The 2009 award went to Meredith Hinckley an MFA student at California State University, Fullerton.  Meredith performed an audition scene as Sonya in Chekhov’s Ivanov.  This year NAPAT has formed a new partnership with Canada’s prestigious Shaw Festival and Ms. Hinckley will receive a two-week, expense paid internship at the Festival in Ontario, Canada.  She will have the opportunity to see Festival productions, attend rehearsals, and work directly with directors, fight choreographers, and other creative staff. The Shaw Festival – with a permanent company of professional actors, directors and designers – is the only theatre in the world specializing exclusively in plays by Bernard Shaw and his contemporaries.  This year’s award was given in memory of Leonard Leone an early National Chair of ACTF and founder of Wayne State’s Hillberry Classic Theatre.  Judges for the award were Partners Katie Robinson and John Tammi, and Shaw Festival Artistic Director Jackie Maxwell.


	NAPAT Design Excellence Award.  Presented to one of the finalists displaying their work at the Kennedy Center, the 2009 winner is Nick Quinn from the University of Illinois and the award recognizes his scene design for Hamlet.  In cooperation with the Korean National University of the Arts (KNUA) Nick will spend a week in Seoul, Korea attending theatre design and traditional arts classes, visiting various design studios, and attending performances among other activities.  This year’s recipient was selected by Partners Lin Conaway and Joseph Flauto.


	In addition to these National Awards NAPAT also presents a $250 Classical Acting Award at each of the KCACTF Regional Festivals.  (Region VI which has had a classical acting award in place instead receives the $250 for a design excellence award.)  This year’s recipients were:





I   -  Zachariah Delventhal - Central Connecticut State University;  II  - Megan Miller, Indiana University of Pennsylvania;  III – Stevie Chaddock, Purdue University;  IV - Trent Fucci, U. Central Florida;  V -  Andrew Umphrey, Minnesota State U., Mankato;  VI - Stephanie Slevin, Southern Methodist University; VII - Lindsay Neinast, University of Wyoming; VIII  -  Stephanie Zito, California State U., Sacramento.











NAPAT BOARD NEWS


	The NAPAT Board met during the Conference in Washington D.C. and addressed the following items:


	ATHE Affiliation – NAPAT’s affiliation with ATHE is now official.  Among the benefits are access to ATHE list serves and the opportunity to present up to two panels at ATHE’s Annual Conference.  The upcoming ATHE Conference will be held in New York City – August 9 to 12 – at the Marriott Marquis Hotel.  Members of the NAPAT Board will present a panel Introducing the National Partners from 3:30 to 5:00 pm on Tuesday, August 11th.  The panel will discuss NAPAT history, organization and awards.  Following the presentation we hope to gather those in attendance along with Partners and KCACTF alumni for a no-host reception at a nearby venue.  The Partners thank Board member James Hatfield for his assistance in bringing the affiliation about.


	KCACTF Geography – KCACTF has modified the geography of its eight Regions in an attempt to bring better balance in terms of entries and festival attendance.  This reorganization went into effect for the 2009 Festival-42 year. A map and other details may be found at kcactf.org.   After a review it was determined that the NAPAT Regional Representatives would remain with their currently assigned regions.  Katie Robinson will join Bob Kauffman as co-representative for the expanded Region II.  Deborah Anderson will become the new Region IV NAPAT representative.


	NAPAT Playwriting Award – NAPAT is considering adding a playwriting award.  A number of possibilities were discussed and details of funding remain to be worked out.  Among the possibilities are a playwriting seminar/work-shop sponsored in cooperation with UNLV.  Bonnie Nelson Schwartz proposed a residency at Chautauqua where a winning playwright could have a play work-shopped and read.  An affiliation with the New Harmony playwriting program was also discussed.  Jeff Koep is going to explore these possibilities and work on details to be presented at the next Board meeting.


	NAPAT Officers – Jeff Koep, NAPAT Chair since 2003, has decided to step down. He will remain a Board officer as immediate Past-Chair.  The Board commended Jeff for his leadership and imagination in bringing the organization to the strong position it enjoys today.  Jere Wade will become the new Chair, Ginny Quinley will become Secretary, and Elaine Perry will move from Past-Chair to NAPAT Archivist.


	The next Board meeting will be held in August at the time of the ATHE Conference in New York.








NAPAT BOARD


Jere Wade                     -  Chair


Joyce Cavarozzi  -  Vice- Chair


Donn Finn             -  Treasurer


Ginny Quinley        -  Secretary Jeff Koep               - Past Chair Elaine Foster Perry  - Archivist


James Hatfield - ATHE  Liaison  





Regional Representatives:


Wil Kilroy                      -      I


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kilroy@usm.maine.edu" ��kilroy@usm.maine.edu�  


   Robert Kaufmann &  


Katie Robinson      -             II


� HYPERLINK "mailto:robertkauffman@earthlink.net" ��robertkauffman@earthlink.net�


kdr12@psu.edu


Lin Conaway                 -    III


conawall@muohio.edu


Deborah Anderson       -    IV


danderso@mtsu.edu


Paul Hustoles               -     V


paul.hustoles@mnsu.edu


Andy Gibbs                  -    VI


dagibbs@uark.edu


Ginny Quinley               -  VII


gquinley@columbiabasin.edu


Harlene Marley            -  VIII


marleymesa@aol.com





Distinguished Life Members:


Kathryn Robinson


Bonnie Nelson Schwartz


Sam Smiley


David Young





Kennedy Center Liaison:


Susan Shaffer


* * * * *


NAPAT Auxiliary 


Martin Bennison


Mary Gibbs


Julie Koep


Penny Wade


* * * * *


NAPAT NEWSLETTER


edited by:


Jere Wade


1801 Skycrest Dr. #5


Walnut Creek, CA 94595


� HYPERLINK "mailto:penjere@wades.org" ��penjere@wades.org�





* * * * * * * *


NAPAT WEBSITE:


NAPAT.NET


Maintained  by Paul Hustoles 


paul.hustoles@mnsu.edu






























































2009/2010 NATIONAL PARTNERS - May 1, 2009 – April 30, 2010 


NOTE:  As of publication date – 5/18/09.)





Deborah Anderson	Kaleta Brown		John Cauble		Joyce Cavarozzi


Mark Charney		Sean Clark		Lin Conaway		Jerry Crawford		


Lawrence DeVine	J. Kevin Doolen	Donn Finn		Joe Flauto		


Winona Fletcher	Andy Gibbs		Clarence Gilyard	Jim Greer		


James Hatfield		John Hevel		David Hoover		Paul Hustoles	


Robert Kauffman	Jeff Koep		Margaret Kosorok	John David Lutz 	


Harlene Marley	Harry Parker		Elaine Perry		Beate Pettigrew	


Adonia Placette	Katie Robinson	Sam Smiley		Nancy Stone		


John Tammi		Jim Taulli		Jere Wade		Dick Welsbacher	


David Young		Judith Zivanovic


OUR 2009/2010 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE HAS JUST BEGUN 


AND YOUR NAME MAY NOT APPEAR ON THIS ROSTER YET.


 PLEASE JOIN TODAY USING THE FORM BELOW.








NATIONAL PARTNERS 2009/2010 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE


May 1, 2009 – April 30, 2010


NAME_______________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________


CITY/STATE/ZIP_____________________________________________________________


PHONE___________________________E-MAIL________________________________________





Select one of the options below and make your check payable to


National Partners American Theatre





Full Partner ______$125 or more   Associate Partner______$65


Institutional Partner*_______$200





______Current 2009/2010 Partner  -  Additional Pledge:   $_______





* Institutional Partners:  Include information above for your institution’s designated Full Partner.  In addition provide institution name and address below:





INSTITUTION________________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


CITY/STATE/ZIP_____________________________________________________________________





SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO:		Donn Finn, Treasurer


							720 East MacArthur Street


						          Sonoma, CA 95476
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