Youths’ Speech Problems Fewer |
Since Clancy, 21, ‘Lowered Boom’

By DAVE SMITH

(Pictures and text courtesy of The
University of Michipan News Service.)
Ana Arbor, Mich.— Hundreds of
boys and young men with speech prob-
lems can be thankful that Notre
- Dame Universicy’s Joha N, Clancy
(PhB ’91] “lowcred the boom.”
mrsee ot Glancy is
[ounder and di-
. rector of The
-+ University of
. Michigan
2, Speech Improve-
2 ment Camp and
' Jiving proof that
- speech problems
Jobn N. Clancy can  be licked.
He's 2 rccovered stunterer.
- Thioughoult St. Francis grade and
tugh school in John's hometown of
Traverse City (Mich.) and even at
Naotre Dame, he had to cope with a
severe stutteoing problem.
YAIl T knew was that T had to ex-
perience overcoming my stuttering by

roer and total fee receipts amounted to
$925 . . . slightly more than Joha
needed as a down-pavment on the 26-
acre site,

This past summer, 85 boys from 21
stares arntended the eignt-week session
al “Shady Trails,” as the camp is
called. The “58 budget, by comparison, *
was about $42.000.

In all approximately 1,600 bovs
ranging in age [rom 8 to 21 have at-
tended Clancy’s camp during its 27
years of operation,

Although The University of Mich-
jgan didn't acquire the camp untl
1949 (through support of the Kresue
Foundation), from the outset Shady
Trails has been linked. in some way,
vith the U-M Spcech Chinic where
John now serves as assistant director.

In 1936 John cnrolled in the UM
School of Graduate Studenss and re-
ceived his master of arts degree in
speech correction the {ollowing sum.

mer. Having warked part-time at the
Speech Clinic he continued as a full-



v

trying to condition my new specch pat-
terns into various speech contacts,” he
says today. This same pnnciple is and
has been applied through the years at
John Clancy's speech camp.

At Notre Dame — where John was
graduated in a class of but [12 mea—
the door was epencd for many extra-
curricular activities. DBut, he explains,
“You cither had to condition your
speech or hand up your cue. I held
on (0 my cue”

For ten years after leaving Notre
Dame, where he majored in commere,
Clancy worked in the business worlkl
~= as a smtisucian, credit manager,
and cost accountant.

The one cold December day in the
Depressicn year of 1931 Cluncy “low-
ercd the boom™ and announced to his
wife Grace:

“We're eating and paving the rent,
but I'd like to open a bLoys camp for
kids with speech problems” Grace
answered: “OK."

The {ollowing Spring the Clancys—
with Grace as camp mother — opened
their camp at Northporl on beautiful
Grand Traverse Bay some 25 miles
north of John's homctown. It was
the first camp in the nation devoted
exclusively to boys with specch prob-
lems. Four boys attended the first sum-

time clinician and promoted the speech
camp “after bours”

U-M speech correction students and
instructors began working at Clancy's
camp soon after it ‘opened. One pre-
doctoral studenl spent three surmmers
there, His nawe: Dr. Harlan H.
Bloomer, now Divector of the U-M
Speach Clinic and a close personal
friend of the Clancys.

Other stuclents who worked at John's
camp included Dr. Farold Westlake,
head of Northwestern University’s De-
partment of Cominunicative Disordurs,
and Dr. Darrell M=ace, Co-ordinator of
Clinical Services, University of Filonda.

The 1remendous growth of interest
in the nation’s spcech problems is
evidenced by the several thousand-
member American Speech and Heanng
Assoctation (ASHA).

John Clancy, onc of a haad(ul hon-
ored as “feflows”™ in the ASHA (Dr.
Bloomer is also a fellow), recalls: In
1932 when I joincd there were only 29
of us in the ASTIAM

By way of contrast, the camp stall
alone at Shady Trails nombers 36, in-
cluding 18 sprech correctionists. In
addition. 12 internships are offered each
year for graduate sludents in speech
correction. Though the pay is small,
the camp €ourse provides these students



to buikl confidence in the youngsters.
"IF a youny feliow can't speak nght he
loses confdence in pracucally every-
thing he does.  We enphasize sports at
Shiady Trails and close contact wide
others who have spcech problems to
huild the hoy's confidence.”

During a typical day each boy spends
a fow hours in sports under professional
supervision. Four and a half Liours are
spent in speech correction classes and
time 35 also set aside for individual
therapy.

Perbaps the most popular activity
in camp s the “open forum™ in which
the boys preseot and debate problems
— “a good way to gect them to talk”
as John says. The campers also visit
nearhy towns and report their activities
at the popular after dinner speaking
sessions in the camp’s main_ lodge.

What success has Jobn Clancy bhad
with hus boys? “We like to think we've
been very successful,”™ he says. “We've
had a couple of our boys graduaee from
Annapalis, one is now a professor at the
Massachusetts Institule of Technology,
and another, pow 3 pediatrician, was
gracdhated from the Harvard Medical
School.”

In Shady “I'rails where every religion
i represented. one of the boys com-
posed this line which is said before
each meal: “For health and strength
and daily food we give our thanks.”



