
Promoting vitality in later life	 Winter 2024

FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Barbara Keating

Benjamin Franklin said, “For the best return on your money, pour your purse into your head.”  Lifelong 
Learners is a bargain with our educational presentations, book groups, and discussions complimented by our 
social gatherings for teas, lunches, and dinners.  We are making a good comeback after losing 40% of our 
membership during the pandemic.  Having recently exceeded the 200-member milestone we hope to reach 
250 this year, which helps to balance the budget.  Our Council is committed to keeping our membership 
fees the same.  Help us to achieve our goal by inviting a friend to join.  As the 1300’s Middle-English poem 
promised: “Ye mo ye myryer!” (“The more the merrier!”)  

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
All four Mankato Area higher educational institutions encourage senior citizens to audit courses at nominal cost. Not all classes 
can be audited, and only open classes are available. If this type of immersive learning is on your “bucket list”, consider these 
local opportunities.

Bethany Lutheran College requires seniors to be at least 55 years old and the cost is $100/class, which includes the 
registration fee and parking.  The senior applicant will be considered a BLC student, so the process is initiated through the 
Admissions Office at 700 Luther Drive, Mankato or by e-mail at admissions@blc.edu or at 507-344-7000.

Course listings for Bethany are found at: https://blc.edu/academics/courses/ 

Gustavus Adolphus College welcomes all community members within a 25-mile radius of the college to audit up to two 
courses.  The cost per class is $100 plus fees, and instructor permission is required.  For more information and the required 
community audit form use this link:

https://gustavus.edu/registrar/concertFiles/media/Community_Audit_Form_Aug_2023.pdf 

MSU Mankato offers MN residents 62 and over the opportunity to audit college courses without cost except for a small fee 
(~$6/ credit hour).  Permission or prerequisites may apply. The process is initiated by submitting the senior citizen student 
status request form found at: 

https://www.mnsu.edu/globalassets/registrar/forms/senior_citizen-update.pdf 

Further information can be obtained at the Registrar’s Office, 132 Wigley Administration or phone:  507-389-2252 or inquire 
at https://link.mnsu.edu/raar.

South Central College offers free tuition to MN senior citizens. They must verify that they are 62 or older at the Registration 
Office and they charge a small fee to audit. Instructor permission is not required but restrictions exist and are specified online 
using key words: “senior citizens and SCC”. 

The registration form may be found by searching “non-degree seeking student registration at SCC”.

Further information is available at registrar@southcentral.edu or 507-389-7220, option 3.

Links provided in the article can be copied from the Website newletter, and links to available courses and 
instructors can be requested by contacting the Mankato Area Lifelong Learners Office
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GREAT DECISIONS
Great Decisions is America’s largest discussion program on world affairs. Mankato Area Lifelong 
Learners’ program is based on the Foreign Policy Association’s group format and essay book with help 
from Global Minnesota. Eight discussions will take place on the second Wednesdays of April through 
November. Watch your email for more information. Here are the 2024 Great Decisions topics and 
essay authors:

Mideast Realignment by Marc Lynch / The United States and Middle East are at a crossroads. Despite a reduced presence 
in the Middle East, the U.S. still has significant national interests there and the area is a key arena for global power politics. 
Can the U.S. continue to defend its interests in the Middle East and globally with a lower level of military and political 
involvement, or should it recommit to a leading role in the region?

Climate technology and competition by Bud Ward Will / The United States and China, with other powerful countries 
following suit, approach current and future climate initiatives with an increased commitment to trade protectionism and 
nationalism, by various measures including trade restrictions? Or could a growing spirit of international accord develop to 
confront the “common enemy” of climate change?

Science across borders by Mila Rosenthal Scientific / Advances benefit from collaboration between researchers, but what 
happens when material, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) is controversial and important to a nation’s national security? Is 
there a middle ground between sharing information and denying access? How can we regulate cooperation?

U.S. -China trade rivalry by Jonathan Chanis / China’s economic rise and its current policies of increasing the role of the 
state in the economy have led some U.S. policymakers to seek to deny China access to U.S. technology and investment. 
This is seen as a necessary corrective to decades of predatory Chinese economic policies. Is this a wise strategy and how 
effective can it be?

NATO’s future by Sarwar Kashmeri / Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) has come under increased scrutiny, not because NATO troops are involved in the conflict, but because 
of its role in relations between Russia and its neighbors. Will expanding membership in NATO protect countries, or will it 
further provoke Russia?

Understanding Indonesia by Charles Sullivan / Despite its large size, Indonesia remains virtually invisible to most Americans. 
But as one of the world’s largest democracies, the world’s largest Muslim-majority nation, and as an economic driver of 
ASEAN, why does it fly below the radar? What are current issues in U.S.-Indonesian relations and what role can the country 
play in Asia?

High Seas Treaty by FPA editors / Areas of the seas beyond national jurisdiction comprise the high seas, which are facing 
a degradation of ecosystems due to climate change and the increase in human activities, such as shipping, overfishing, 
pollution, and deep-sea mining. The recently negotiated High Seas Treaty, also known as the Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction treaty, will attempt to address these issues. How difficult will it be to convince nations to participate?

Pandemic preparedness by Carolyn Reynolds / Looking back at the covid-19 pandemic, there are many lessons to take away 
in terms of domestic and international policies. Although this pandemic seems to have waned, how can we apply these lessons 
to future pandemics? Will countries cooperate, and will a consensus emerge on how to manage global health challenges? 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

Valentine’s Day Tea
Wednesday, Feb 14 • 2 pm
Curiousi-Tea House

Maud Hixson returns
Saturday, April 13 • 7 pm
WOW Zone

Arn Kind presents Lucky Lindy
Monday, April 22 • 1–4 pm
North Mankato Fire Station #2
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VALENTINE’S DAY TEA
You are invited to join your Lifelong Learner friends for a Valentine’s Day Tea on Wednesday, 
February 14, 2 - 4 p.m. at the Curiosi-Tea House, 1745 Commerce Drive, North Mankato. 
Our Tea will feature three kinds of tea while we enjoy fruit puff pastries, cucumber and 
cream cheese sandwiches, ham and pickle roll- ups, raspberry short cakes and special 
brownie bites. Reserve your place by contacting Lifelong Learners at 389-2011 or email 
lifelonglearners@mnsu.edu by Friday, February 9. You may pay $15 at the Tea House.
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