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A place where big ideas meet real-world thinking.

Our tradition began in 1868, when we opened our doors to 27 students with dreams of becoming teachers. More than 

150 years later, we have become a comprehensive doctoral university with more than 13,000 students, 2,000 faculty and 

staff and 130,000 alumni worldwide. Together, we are committed to breaking down barriers, creating solutions and achieving 

a new level of greatness. And together, we will pursue bigger ideas, apply real-world thinking more broadly and give students 

the tools to take the inspired actions they want to make in our region, state and world.
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COMMENCEMENT

Friday, May Fif th

Saturday, May Sixth

Two Thousand Twenty Three

Bresnan Arena, Taylor Center

Minnesota State University, Mankato

To Our Guests
Today we recognize our graduates’ accomplishments. This ceremony is an important and 

meaningful occasion for students, their families and friends and the faculty and staff of 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. We offer you the following guidelines to enhance the 

dignity and smooth flow of the ceremony:

» Please withhold applause during the presentation of the degrees 
until all candidates for graduation have returned to their seats.

» Please remain seated throughout the ceremony.
» Please do not enter the aisles to take pictures or video of the graduates. 

Arrangements have been made to have professional photos taken of each graduate. Please 
see the back of the program for ordering information.

When the ceremony has concluded, we ask that you immediately proceed out of the arena. 
Your cooperation ensures a pleasant, memorable experience for everyone.

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is available in alternative format to individuals with disabilities 
by calling the Office of Special Events 507-389-1798 (V), 800-627-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY). PROV47BK_04-23
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Dear Graduates, 

Today—Commencement—is a momentous occasion. It is a day of reflection and celebration of what you have 
accomplished here. It is also a day to “commence”—to think toward your future and consider, in the words of poet Mary 
Oliver, “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” Whatever your answer, and however it 
evolves over your lives, I hope you know that we here at Minnesota State Mankato are here to support you. 

I hope you remember fondly the time you spent in the classroom, on campus, attending in-person or virtual extra-curricular 
activities, athletic or club events, and connecting with friends and the greater Mankato community. Those experiences have 
helped shape you into the person you are today, and they will help guide you in your future. 

Graduation is not the end of your relationship with Minnesota State Mankato. Graduates are part of a community of 
more than 135,000 Maverick alumni who have taken their big ideas into the real world over the past 155 years. As part 
of this global #MavFam network, you will find opportunities to connect with fellow Mavericks in your workplace, in your 
neighborhoods and through special alumni events. The Alumni Association will make sure you know about future alumni 
gatherings; and I encourage you to take advantage of those opportunities to stay connected to your alma mater. 

Congratulations to you. I am honored to be able to celebrate this special day with you, your family and your friends. Best of 
luck in all of your future endeavors. 

Go Mavs! 

Edward S. Inch 
President
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Administration and Governing Board

Trustee Asani Ajogun

Trustee Victor Ayemobuwa

Trustee Alex Cirillo

Trustee Jay Cowles

Trustee Dawn Erlandson

Trustee Jim Grabowska

Trustee Tim Huebsch

Trustee Jerry Janezich

Trustee Roger Moe, Chair

Trustee Javier Morillo

Trustee April Nishimura

Trustee Oballa Oballa

Trustee Kathy Sheran

Trustee George Soule, Vice Chair

Trustee Cheryl Tefer

Edward Inch, President

David Hood, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Lynn Akey, Vice President for Student Success, Analytics and Integrated Planning

Mark Johnson, Vice President for Technology and Chief Information Officer 

David Jones, Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management

Henry Morris, Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Sheri Sargent, Chief of Staff

Kent Stanley, Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka, Vice President for Finance and Administration 

ANNOUNCERS

Karen Wright and Dwayne Megaw
KMSU Radio

SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS

Provided by ASL Interpreting Services

VOLUNTEERS

We would like to thank the emeriti, faculty, staff, students 
and alumni, whose time and energy helped make 

today’s ceremonies possible.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MINNESOTA STATE SYSTEM

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY, MANKATO CABINET

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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University History
Mankato Normal School opened as the state’s second teacher training school in 1868 in downtown Mankato with 
27 students. Tuition was free in return for a student’s pledge to teach two years in Minnesota’s schools. Old Main was 
constructed in 1870, and this marked the beginning of the Valley Campus that would serve the institution for a century. In 
the 1880s, the school expanded and curriculum grew. In 1921, the school became Mankato State Teachers College, and 
in 1927 the institution awarded its first four-year degree, a bachelor of education. 

In the late 1950s, the school was renamed Mankato State College, and construction began on the 300-acre Highland 
Campus. The College maintained two locations for several years. In 1975, the College received full university status. Four 
years later, consolidation on the Highland Campus was complete. In 1998, for the fifth time in its history, the University 
adopted a new name to reflect expanded service to Minnesota and the nation. Minnesota State University, Mankato 
continues to gain renown for the quality of its programs and the breadth of its service.

Dr. Edward Inch began serving as the 13th President of Minnesota State University, Mankato on July 1, 2021. Throughout 
his career, Dr. Inch has consistently demonstrated that he is a strategic leader who understands the importance of working 
in a collaborative, transparent and authentic manner to build a shared vision—a vision that will ensure the success of 
all students and will secure the University’s future. President Inch’s experience and leadership is critical as the University 
embarks on its next strategic plan, Destination 2030, and efforts to advance the Minnesota State System Equity 2030 
goals and priorities.

Minnesota State Mankato offers more than 130 undergraduate programs and more than 85 graduate programs, 
including masters, specialist and doctoral programs. Our 14,000 students—including more than 1,100 international 
students from more than 90 countries—and 2,000 faculty and staff represent cultural diversity and a rich mix of intellectual 
and creative perspectives. Our alumni live and work around the world, making professional and personal contributions 
that bring the proud Maverick tradition to new heights.

Minnesota State University, Mankato Alumni Association
Congratulations on your graduation! And welcome to the Minnesota State Mankato Alumni Association, a powerful 
network of more than 135,000 alumni. Our mission is to engage alumni, friends and students in ways that benefit its 
members and Minnesota State University, Mankato through opportunities that stimulate a lifetime of interest, loyalty and 
support.

As an alumna/us, you’re a vital participant in the future of the University. To help you maintain the connections you’ve built 
here at Minnesota State Mankato, we’ll stay in touch with updates on exciting news and events. Be on the lookout for 
invitations to alumni events, which are held both in Mankato and the Twin Cities. To ensure that you continue to stay up-to-
date with your alma mater, we invite you to update your contact information with us via email at alumni@mnsu.edu or by 
logging onto the Alumni website at www.mnsu.edu/alumni.

We celebrate this proud day with you and look forward to your continued association with Minnesota State Mankato.

Best regards,
Kendall Diveley
President, Alumni Association
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Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 

Immediately following the ceremony, College of Business graduates and their families 
are invited to a reception above Einstein Bagels in the Myers Field House.
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Program
Friday, May 5, 2023 

3:00 p.m.
Prelude Music

Processional March
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar

National Anthem Dr. Stephanie Thorpe, Conductor
Chamber Choir Ensemble, Department of Music

Greetings Dr. Edward Inch
  President

Greetings Trustee Jim Grabowska
  Minnesota State

Student Speakers Kaitlyn Schroeder 
  Master of Accounting  

  Mariana Dermenji
Bachelor of Science, Marketing

Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Alumni Association Brian Zins
  Director, Alumni Relations
Recessional (Please remain seated.)

“Hornpipe” from Water Music George Frederic Handel
Celebration Kool & The Gang

Musicians Dr. Amy K. Roisum Foley, Conductor
Bryce Barrie, Tuba

Kyle Johnson, Piano
Patrick Karl, Alto Saxophone 

Takuto Koseki, Trumpet
Devon Osman, Trumpet

Sophie Seegar, Drumset
McKenna Slattery, Trombone

Michael Thursby, Director
Maverick Machine Athletic Band

  

Music arranged by Dr. Douglas Snapp and Dr. Michael Olson

Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 
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Platform Guests

Procession Participants
Professors
Leon Chen
Kathleen Dale
Kevin Elliott
Marilyn Fox
Oksana Kim
Sung Kim
Ann Kuzma
Ishuan Li Simonson
Juan Meng
Joseph Reising

Associate Professors
Lisa Baures
Shane Bowyer
Wade Davis
Byron Pike
Kirsten Rosacker
Ferdinand Siagian
Cheryl Trahms

Assistant Professors
Yuhao Chen
Thomas Clement
Melissa Diegnau
Sean Fingland

Steven Formaneck
Daniel Hiebert
Maria Kalyvaki
Kristi Maruska
Kyle Nash
Nguyen Nguyen
Kathy Richie
DeQuindre Spencer
Chandrasekhar Valluri
Joseph Westlin
Juan Wu
Katheryn Zielinski

LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING

Professor
Monika Antonelli

Edward Inch
President

David Hood
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Lynn Akey
Vice President for Student Success, Analytics, 
and Integrated Planning

Brenda Flannery
Dean, College of Business

Marilyn Fox
Faculty Honor Marshall
Professor, Department of Management and 
Entrepreneurship

Jim Grabowska
Trustee, Minnesota State

Mark Johnson
Vice President for Information Technology and 
Chief Information Officer

David Jones
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management

Henry Morris
Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Kent Stanley
Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka
Vice President for Finance and Administration

Jennifer Veltsos
Interim Associate Vice President for Curriculum and 
Dean of Graduate Studies

Brian Zins
Director, Alumni Relations
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COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Brenda Flannery, Dean

GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Jennifer Veltsos, Interim Dean

Degree: Master of Accounting
Taylor N. Bhend, Rose Creek, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Zander B. Boettcher, Mankato, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Faith R. Garbers, Mankato, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Mitchell D. Mees, Rochester, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Paul M. O’Connor, Savage, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Kevin Perez, Shakopee, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Gracie A. Peterson, Delano, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Ariana Pooley, St. Paul, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Cassidy E. Possin, Janesville, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Zachary S. Rome, Buffalo, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Kaitlyn Schroeder, Appleton, WI
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Benjamin C. Serbus, Kimball, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Benjamin Twite, Mankato, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Naly Vang, Brooklyn Center, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

David J. Watts, St. Michael, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Jace D. Westman, Jordan, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Taylore Q. Woodfi ll, Owatonna, MN
Accounting
Advisor: Dr. Byron Pike

Degree: Master of Business Administration
Kristi M. Bakalyar, Madelia, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Alison N. Bloom, St. Cloud, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Jeffrey A. Campbell, North Mankato, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Mya E. Christensen, Ruthton, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Allison R. Cordes, Roseville, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Parker E. Gloudemans, Little Chute, WI
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Michael L. Kreber, Shakopee, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Coralyn M. Musser, Mankato, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Brody J. Nielsen, Albert Lea, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Eric S. Ohde, Chetek, WI
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox
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Rachel M. Ohde, Chetek, WI
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Patrick J. Smith, Mankato, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

Rose P. Wendinger, St. James, MN
Business Administration
Advisor: Dr. Marilyn Fox

DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING 
AND BUSINESS LAW
Professor Oksana Kim, Chairperson

Major: Accounting

Michaela K. Ausland-Peters, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD 
Sara E. Bode, B.S., Courtland, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emma F. Boenish, B.S., Sartell, MN
Cum Laude
Donald E. Burress, B.S., Mountain Iron, MN 
Dekangyan Chen, B.S., Robbinsdale, MN 
Bradley V. Davis, B.S., Montgomery, MN 
Ryan A. DeRoo, B.S., Mankato, MN 
Ingrid E. Djoman, B.S., Mankato, MN 
Danielle N. England, B.S., South Lyon, MI
Kimberly V. Esquivel, B.S., Owatonna, MN 
Jason T. Fagan, B.S., Maple Grove, MN 
Naomi S. Fikresilassie, B.S., Mankato, MN 
Jordan M. Frandle, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kaltuma H. Hassan, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Braden C. Heavner, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Shandler D. Heggem, B.S., Zimmerman, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mikayla G. Hinzmann, B.S., Eagle Bend, MN 
Abbey G. Hoegh, B.S., Houston, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Caitlin R. Jakes, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Cum Laude
Hanbeen Kim, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Olivia F. Klostermeyer, B.S., North Mankato, MN 
Ty S. Knacke, B.S., Gaylord, MN
Cum Laude
Erin L. Luchsinger, B.S., Howard Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Rachel Luedtke, B.S., Elysian, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Maggie B. Malecha, B.S., Jordan, MN
Cum Laude

Courtney R. Miller, B.S., Osceola, WI
Abdulaziz R. Mohamud, Jr., B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Shuaib Mohamud, B.S., Mankato, MN 
Aaron W. Mohr, B.S., Hanska, MN
Magna Cum Laude
McKenna R. Nelson, B.S., Belview, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Noah D. Parker, B.S., Nicollet, MN 
Persephoney A. Petersen, B.S., Otsego, MN 
Luella M. Reilly, B.S., Winona, MN 
Kara K. Reitz, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN 
Jack W. Ricord, B.S., Crookston, MN 
Maleia R. Ryberg, B.S., Buffalo Lake, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Caleb Sand, B.S., Rochester, MN 
Sadie J. Schermerhorn, B.S., Elko, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Yuhi Sekine, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Drew C. Siewert, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Tyson A. Sowder, B.S., St. Peter, MN 
Mark D. Strand, B.S., Mapleton, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cassandra L. Thompson, B.S., Avoca, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Thomas J. Thornton, B.S., Le Sueur, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Dain A. Uhde, B.S., Madelia, MN 
Peyton J. Wadel, B.S., Andover, MN
Cum Laude
Emma J. Weber, B.S., Buffalo, MN 
Max J. Weidner, B.S., Paynesville, MN
Cum Laude
Jessie A. Westman, B.S., Jordan, MN 
Pramudya Wicaksono, B.S., Mankato, MN 
Andrew Yogei, B.S., Elk River, MN 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
Professor Leon Chen, Chairperson

Major: Finance

Ines Ama, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ashton K. Andersen, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Austin D. Barrett, B.S., Glencoe, MN
Michael D. Benolkin, B.S., Zimmerman, MN
Brandon C. Benson, B.S., Lindstrom, MN
Nathan D. Berg, B.S., New Prague, MN
Cum Laude
Kaleb H. Betwos, B.S., Forest City, IA
Magna Cum Laude
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Jacob D. Borchert, B.S., Morristown, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samuel D. Cooey, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Jared L. Dansby, B.S., Eagan, MN
Bradley V. Davis, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Hermela S. Dessie, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis C. Eckstrom, B.S., St. Francis, MN
Jason T. Fagan, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Marshall M. Foerner, B.S., Loveland, CO
Magna Cum Laude
Joseph R. Fussy, B.S., Becker, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Shelby R. Gabbert, B.S., Howard Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Harrison Gieseke, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Michael A. Gottschalk, B.S., Blaine, MN
Max C. Hammes, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ethan S. Hedberg, B.S., Mankato, MN
Devon P. Heiling, B.S., Wabasso, MN
Vivian M. Herrmann, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Makenna G. Hoerth, B.S., Malone, WI
Kaitlyn S. Holmbeck, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Raymond Huang, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Cum Laude
Zach L. Huberty, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Cum Laude
Blaine D. Johnson, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Summa Cum Laude 
Halie L. Johnson, B.S., Battle Lake, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Samuel S. Johnson, B.S., Rochester, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kerrie M. Johnsrud, B.S., Faribault, MN
Jake A. Kampsula, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Chanyoung Kim, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brandon M. Kincade, B.S., Lonsdale, MN
Noah I. Koller, B.S., Le Sueur, MN
Dalton A. Kraay, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Ingrid Kragbe, B.S., Mankato, MN
Bret M. Kremers, B.S., Mantorville, MN
Lucas L. Kronbeck, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Erin L. Luchsinger, B.S., Howard Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Michael J. Mattison, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Erik J. Melby, B.S., Wells, MN
Jared M. Messerschmidt, B.S., Blaine, MN
Trevor G. Meyer, B.S., Litchfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Dawson G. Nagel, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Jared J. Noble, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Luke D. Overton, B.S., Loretto, MN
Brett R. Powers, B.S., Green Bay, WI
Isaac M. Pratt, B.S., Waterville, MN
Ryan P. Purington, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Elias M. Sahile, B.S., Ethiopia
Magna Cum Laude
Drew C. Siewert, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brett A. Solie, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Lexus M. Stahn, B.S., Ramsey, MN
Abigail H. Stensland, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Evan H. Stillday, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Cum Laude
Jordan C. Svobodny, B.S., Brookings, SD
Tyler Sweeney, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Jason Taruvinga, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jonathan M. Tawfick, B.S., Parrish, FL
Kossi M. Tete, B.S., Mankato, MN
Natasha J. Tews, B.S., Hutchinson, MN
Mitchell E. Thiesfeld, B.S., Norwood Young America, MN
Cassandra L. Thompson, B.S., Avoca, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Surafel Tilahun, B.S., Fairfax, VA
Hamma el Madane D. Toure, B.S., Mankato, MN
Timothy G. Tuchek, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Carson H. VanSytzama, B.S., Delano, MN
Morgan E. Wozniak, B.S., Cokato, MN

DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Professor Kathy Dale, Chairperson

Major: AgriBusiness and Food Innovation

Dain A. Uhde, B.S., Madelia, MN

Major: Management

Justus B. Adams, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Babatunde R. Akindele, B.S., Mankato, MN
Burhan Ali, B.S., Shoreview, MN
David Alimo, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Auxcine Ange T. Alley, B.S., Mankato, MN
Gabby Ayers, B.S., Forest Lake, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Bladyn W. Bartelt, B.S., Waterville, MN
Cum Laude
Brendon A. Bischof, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Kyle T. Bjornrud, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Callie N. Bohnen, B.S., Sleepy Eye, MN
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Cade Borchardt, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Laura M. Bottema, B.S., Rose Creek, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sawyer M. Brau, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Joseph Carlson, B.S., Hastings, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Joseph W. Casey, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Daniela M. Castro, B.S., Fergus Falls, MN
Dyashia Colvin, B.S., Rock Island, IL
Stephanie A. Cook, B.S., St. Michael, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Morgan A. Cooper, B.S., Galesville, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Emily E. Edstrom, B.S., Ramsey, MN
Danielle N. England, B.S., South Lyon, MI
Kennedie Fellman, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Brendan P. Feltmann, B.S., Lester Prairie, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kyle M. Fogal, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Britney A. Frandrup, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Michael K. Gbogbohoundada, B.S., Mankato, MN
Maxwell J. George, B.S., River Falls, WI
Kallen J. Glenn, B.S., St. Cloud, MN
Griffin M. Gonzalez, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Michael J. Groves, B.S., Farmington, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brad W. Halvorson, B.S., Eyota, MN
James C. Henry, B.S., Maplewood, MN
Brenna L. Hesse, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Aubrey J. Hill, B.S., Moorhead, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hailey K. Holmes, B.S., Duluth, MN
Cum Laude
Benjamin C. Homeister, B.S., Excelsior, MN
Erika J. Hoppe, B.S., Melrose, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Paige J. Johaneson, B.S., Zimmerman, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Alexis M. Kellogg, B.S., Stillwater, MN
Chandler N. Kempema, B.S., Worthington, MN
Molly S. Kes, B.S., Jordan, MN
Cum Laude
Hyun Ho Kim, B.S., Mankato, MN
Alexis J. Klaphake, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Megan B. Koch, B.S., Franksville, WI
Alexis A. Kocina, B.S., Lecenter, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Joonsok Lee, B.S., Mankato, MN

Garrett M. Leuck, B.S., Waconia, MN
Gavin Lillemoen, B.S., Cambridge, MN
Anthony J. Malinowski, B.S., Clarkston, MI
Cum Laude
Karen L. Manriquez, B.S., St. James, MN
Magna Cum Laude
John P. Marcella, B.S., Virginia, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Julie B. McAuliffe, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Jaidyn E. McGee, B.S., Harrisburg, SD
Madelyn K. McGinty, B.S., Glenwood, MN
Cum Laude
Hayden L. McNamara, B.S., Elk River, MN
Megan Medvec, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Megan A. Miland, B.S., Melrose, MN
Emily R. Miller, B.S., Mankato, MN
Maxwell D. Milow, B.S., Corcoran, MN
Abdalla A. Mohamed, B.S., Waseca, MN
Cum Laude
Christopher J. Montgomery, B.S., Mendota Heights, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cody B. Niesen, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Lydia Orth, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jacob N. Paal, B.S., Ham Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jainand S. Patel, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Morgan J. Reinardy, B.S., Hastings, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kyler A. Rieck, B.S., Hartley, IA
Cum Laude
Elias Y. Righi, B.S., Corcoran, MN
Cum Laude
Zachary J. Ringnell, B.S., Sherburn, MN
Sierra J. Robertson, B.S., Rochester, MN
Cum Laude
John A. Russell, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Max Sanders, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Cum Laude
Adam B. Schneider, B.S., Altoona, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Alex Sivongsay, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Sam L. Sleichert, B.S., Menomonie, WI
Cum Laude
Olivia C. Spitzer, B.S., Rollingstone, MN
Naomi L. Swanson, B.S., Fosston, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ethan T. Swenson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Noah R. Thiesfeld, B.S., St. Bonifacius, MN
Amanda L. Thomas, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Cum Laude
Emilee Thomas, B.S., Wind Lake, WI
Magna Cum Laude
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Yodit F. Tilahun, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jenna N. Timbeross, B.S., Rochester, MN
Cum Laude
Jack D. Vaselaar, B.S., Fountain City, WI
Andrew R. Wenstrom, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Thomas A. Westbrook, B.S., Savage, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jenna C. Whitmore, B.S., Redwood Falls, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Grace K. Winters, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Thomas R. Young, B.S., Oak Grove, MN
Summa Cum Laude
James Ziegeweid, B.S., Arcadia, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Gage A. Zieske, B.S., Mankato, MN
Rylie E. Zimmerman, B.S., Otsego, MN

Major: Business Administration

Gracelyn Y. Boye, B.B.A., Mankato, MN
Denisse T. Carreon Martinez, B.B.A., Owatonna, MN
Nichole R. Catts, B.B.A., Deer Park, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Aleks Cilingir, B.B.A., Hopkins, MN
Haley L. Clayton, B.B.A., Burnsville, MN
Cum Laude
Chad M. Corcoran, B.B.A., Owatonna, MN
Joseph L. Diggins, B.B.A., Austin, MN
Stephanie Doke, B.B.A., Chanhassen, MN
Sarita S. Dolaram, B.B.A., Shakopee, MN
Anna J. Dols, B.B.A., New Prague, MN
Mackenna C. Erickson, B.B.A., Blaine, MN
Cum Laude
Lydia G. Fischer, B.B.A., Owatonna, MN
Nichole Giacomotti, B.B.A., Savage, MN
Josh Gopaul, B.B.A., Bloomington, MN
Melissa Guy, B.B.A., Owatonna, MN
Blanca E. Hernandez, B.B.A., St. James, MN
Adam J. Hobbs, B.B.A., Lakeville, MN
Braden W. Hoekstra, B.B.A., Clara City, MN
Chandra L. Jespersen, B.B.A., Savage, MN
Cum Laude
Paula L. Johnson, B.B.A., Owatonna, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Rachel Kruse, B.B.A., Bloomington, MN
Thi T. Luu, B.B.A., Austin, MN
Jenna L. Malenke-Marshall, B.B.A., Prior Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jeffrey S. Okland, B.B.A., Albert Lea, MN
Jacqi Ruhter, B.B.A., Austin, MN
Cum Laude

Isaac G. Smith, B.B.A., Austin, MN
Cum Laude
Abby K. Svien, B.B.A., Faribault, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jenna E. Thoreson, B.B.A., St. Charles, MN
Tina Vang, B.B.A., Brooklyn Center, MN

DEPARTMENT OF MARKETING AND 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
Professor Ann Kuzma, Chairperson

Major: International Business

Beamlak Ayele, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Sadie L. Baxter, B.S., Isanti, MN
Rebecca E. Borowski, B.S., Franksville, WI
Michelle R. Burton, B.S., Stillwater, MN
Ibrahim Ellahi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Naomi S. Fikresilassie, B.S., Mankato, MN
Yves E. Gobey, B.S., Mankato, MN
Donovan J. Hall, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Zachary D. Odle, B.S., Chaska, MN
Usami Tsujimoto, B.S., Mankato, MN
Josue C. Villarroel, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Yasir A. Wedatalla, B.S., Mankato, MN

Major: Marketing

Mohamed Adam, B.S., Mankato, MN
Brooke A. Adamietz, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Morgan L. Adamski, B.S., Andover, MN
Mariam S. Alkaabi, B.S., Rochester, MN
Ashley T. Anderson, B.S., Savage, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kelsey L. Anderson, B.S., Rockford, MN
Cum Laude
Rylen C. Anderson, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Grayson C. Bakken, B.S., South St. Paul, MN
Wyatt C. Ball, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Megan A. Belden, B.S., Blaine, MN
Yasmin Biza, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hannah P. Bonneville, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Louis D. Boos, B.S., Eagan, MN
Christine J. Born, B.S., Waseca, MN
Rebecca E. Borowski, B.S., Franksville, WI
Zachary Breen, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Paul R. Breitbach, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Adam D. Bridenstine, B.S., Finlayson, MN
Drew Brown, B.S., Fargo, ND
Kole Buelow, B.S., Hortonville, WI
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Ryan G. Busch, B.S., Jordan, MN
Joseph M. Clark, B.S., Rogers, MN
Hunter H. Cole, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Ryan S. Cone, B.S., Winona, MN
Jason T. Cook, B.S., St. Michael, MN
Erica I. Cronk, B.S., Le Sueur, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Allison C. Davis, B.S., Watertown, SD
Mariana Dermenji, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Carson A. Dittel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Patrick J. Doperalski, B.S., Big Lake, MN
David S. Dunne, B.S., Chisago City, MN
Cole M. Effertz, B.S., New Richmond, WI
Cum Laude
Annika M. Elias, B.S., Adrian, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ibrahim Ellahi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Brooke E. Erpelding, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Doubra L. Etale, B.S., Mankato, MN
Joel R. Fell, B.S., Waseca, MN
Andrew G. Foss, B.S., Hugo, MN
Benjamin J. Frain, B.S., Andover, MN
Shelby R. Gabbert, B.S., Howard Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Giavana N. Gangi, B.S., Prescott, WI
Dylan M. Gregory, B.S., Sherburn, MN
Muawan Her, B.S., Mankato, MN
Owen M. Hurkmans, B.S., Manitowoc, WI
Garrett W. Jensen, B.S., Menomonie, WI
Daniel E. Johnson, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Emily C. Johnson, B.S., Altoona, WI
Ashley E. Johnston, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cassidy I. Joyce, B.S., South Elgin, IL
Magna Cum Laude
Madeline A. Karan, B.S., Champlin, MN
Isaac J. Kenyon, B.S., Austin, MN
Alexia R. Kerfeld, B.S., Sauk Centre, MN
Cum Laude
Mariah C. Koester, B.S., Glencoe, MN
Ali C. Kourouma, B.S., Foley, MN
Jordan W. Laak, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Jackson D. Lalim, B.S., Osceola, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Morgan C. Lau, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Isabelle R. Lenort, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Lauren M. Letnes, B.S., New Brighton, MN
Abigail L. Lindblom, B.S., New Prague, MN

Zachary J. Loes, B.S., Eagan, MN
Carson A. Louis, B.S., Faribault, MN
Jacob J. Mach, B.S., Milaca, MN
Megan M. Marquardt, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Tanner W. Meredith, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer E. Moeller, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Shea K. Nelson, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Mackenzie R. Oleson, B.S., West Des Moines, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Tyler M. Olson, B.S., Farmington, MN
Haylee N. Prahl, B.S., Andover, MN
Erin O. Pudwill, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Emma E. Quist, B.S., Andover, MN
Roan J. Reardon, B.S., Cannon Falls, MN
Ellaleece N. Richards, B.S., Elko New Market, MN
Cum Laude
Josephine L. Sandford, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Drew D. Schwab, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Maxwell T. Sernett, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kaitlyn M. Siegle, B.S., Norwood Young America, MN
Samuel Starzecki, B.S., Clayton, WI
Cum Laude
Ben Thomas, B.S., Chaska, MN
Emilee Thomas, B.S., Wind Lake, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Emily Tischleder, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra T. Vanderwerf, B.S., Mankato, MN
Marissa M. Waldoch, B.S., Lino Lakes, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Victoria M. Walker, B.S., Savage, MN
Laken J. Wellner, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Jenna C. Whitmore, B.S., Redwood Falls, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ryan D. Wickman, B.S., Spring Green, WI
Carson D. Wihlm, B.S., Madelia, MN
Brett M. Willaby, B.S., Mountain Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Madison E. Wolter, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Cum Laude
Kylie M. Wright, B.S., West Salem, WI

Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 
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Program
Friday, May 5, 2023 

6:00 p.m.
Prelude Music

Processional March
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar

National Anthem Dr. Stephanie Thorpe, Conductor
Chamber Choir Ensemble, Department of Music

Greetings Dr. Edward Inch
  President

Greetings Trustee Jim Grabowska
  Minnesota State

Student Speakers Namidu De Silva 
  Master of Science, Geographic Information Science  

  Jonathan Mor
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Art

Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Alumni Association Brian Zins
  Director, Alumni Relations
Recessional (Please remain seated.)

“Hornpipe” from Water Music George Frederic Handel
Celebration Kool & The Gang

Musicians Dr. Amy K. Roisum Foley, Conductor
Bryce Barrie, Tuba

Kyle Johnson, Piano
Patrick Karl, Alto Saxophone 

Takuto Koseki, Trumpet
Devon Osman, Trumpet

Sophie Seegar, Drumset
McKenna Slattery, Trombone

Michael Thursby, Director
Maverick Machine Athletic Band

  

Music arranged by Dr. Douglas Snapp and Dr. Michael Olson
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Platform Guests

Procession Participants
Professors
Maria Bevacqua
Kate Blue
Jeff Buchanan
Kristen Cvancara
Nancy Drescher
Alisa Eimen
Kevin Filter
Donald Friend
Adriana Gordillo
Heather Hamilton
Laura Harrison
Beth Heidelberg
Geoff Herbach
Woo Jang
Julie Kerr-Berry
Mika Laidlaw
Amy Lauters
Richard Liebendorfer
Phil Miller
Martin Mitchell
Pat Nelson
John Paul

Paul Prew
Amy Roisum Foley
Steven Smith
Daniel Stark
David Viscoli
Kyle Ward
Gina Wenger
Gwen Westerman
Matt Willemsen
Fei Yuan

Associate Professors
Angelica Aguirre
Edward Avila
Abigail Bakke
Robin Becker
Justin Biel
Mark Bowen
Kristie Campana
Jill Cooley
Sarah Epplen
Russell Fricano
George Grubb

Rachael Hanel
Anne Kerber
Nadja Kramer
Christine Mollenkopf-

Pigsley
Deepa Oommen
Shawna Petersen-Brown
Vladimir Rovinsky
Justin Rudnick
Liz Williamsen

Assistant Professors
Matthew Caron
Elisabeth Cherland
Nofiya Denbaum
Elyse Farnsworth
Yalda Hamidi
Aaron Hoy
Matthew Loeslie
Amelia Pridemore
Nicholas Wayne
Lu Yan

Visiting Assistant 
Professor

Emily Sauter

Professor: Emeriti 
Faculty

Kimberly Contag

LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING

Associate Professor
Evan Rusch

Edward Inch
President

David Hood
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Lynn Akey
Vice President for Student Success, Analytics, 
and Integrated Planning

Christopher Brown
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Jim Grabowska
Trustee, Minnesota State

Mark Johnson
Vice President for Information Technology and 
Chief Information Officer

David Jones
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management

Julie Kerr-Berry
Faculty Honor Marshall
Professor, Department of Theatre and Dance

Henry Morris
Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Chip Panahon
Interim Associate Dean, College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences

Kent Stanley
Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka
Vice President for Finance and Administration

Jennifer Veltsos
Interim Associate Vice President for Curriculum and 
Dean of Graduate Studies

Brian Zins
Director, Alumni Relations
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GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Jennifer Veltsos, Interim Dean

Degree: Doctor of Psychology
Maddie Cordle, Fond du Lac, WI
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Chip Panahon
Thesis Title: Tier II Behavioral Intervention: A Direct Comparison
of Two Versions of Class Pass

Emily K. Fischer, Bloomington, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Shawna Petersen-Brown
Thesis Title: Determining the Quality of the Evidence Base for 
Incremental Rehearsal

Maxwell L. Keller, Mankato, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kevin  Filter
Thesis Title: Removing Barriers and Establishing Gender and 
Sexuality Alliances in Schools: A Qualitative Analysis of GSA 
Advisor Experiences 

Abbey M. Riese, Mankato, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Chip Panahon
Thesis Title: Teacher-Led Active Classroom Breaks to Improve 
Student On-Task Behavior: A Dose-Response Study

Austin D. Rogers, Mankato, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Chip Panahon
Thesis Title: Investigating Emerging Bilingual Learner Related 
Field Experiences in School Psychology Graduate Training

Degree: Master of Arts
Priscilla N. Adams, Avon Lake, OH
English
Advisor: Elizabeth Williamsen

Sultan F. Alhallafi , Minneapolis, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Glen Poupore

Gabrielle E. Anderson, St. Peter, MN
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Buchanan
Thesis Title: An exploration of why there are differences in 
perceptions of gerotranscendence behaviors between college 
students and community-dwelling older adults. 

Kailing G. Aw, Mankato, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Using Role Plays to develop Department Chairs

Amanda Bartley, Gilford, NH
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Eric Sprankle
Thesis Title: Stress Levels of Bisexual Individuals in Mixed 
Orientation Relationships

Bailey E. Bernard, White Bear Lake, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Gwen Westerman

Ruby G. Brattain, Chesterfi eld, MO
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: DEI Gamifi ed: Developing Microlearning Modules

Kristen C. Brown, Kasson, MN
Art
Advisor: Areca Roe
Thesis Title: Above and Below

Samuel R. Brown, Mankato, MN
Art
Advisor: Elizabeth Miller
Thesis Title: fourpaintingSomedrawingsandaprintbehindapillar 

Rachael A. Buckallew, Ashland, WI
English
Advisor: Dr. Melissa Purdue

Sara J. Corbin, Mankato, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Danielle Haque

Alexis Counter, Le Sueur, MN
History
Advisor: Dr. Christopher Corley
Thesis Title: Thousands of Ignorant Simple People”: The English 
Levellers, Public Opinion, and Enlightened Print Culture

MaryElizabeth Cronin, Mankato, MN
Gender and Women’s Studies
Advisor: Dr. Laura Harrison
Thesis Title: An Analysis of Patient Pain Experiences during Intra-
uterine Device Insertion

Elena Damo, West Nyack, NY
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Library Liaison Focus Groups

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Dr. Christopher Brown, Dean
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Lake Davis, Mankato, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Justin Rudnick
Thesis Title: Feeling (un)ashamed: An autoethnography of 
transgender embodiment.

Raby Dieng, Mankato, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Glen Poupore
Thesis Title: Senagelese English Teachers Views and Practices 
Toward the Teaching of Listening Skills

Dominik Drabent, Mankato, MN
Gender and Women’s Studies
Advisor: Dr. Maria Bevacqua
Thesis Title: Neither Fully Queer nor Somali?: What Queer 
Somalis’ Narratives Reveal About Space, Identity, and 
Community in Western Diaspora

Bryanna A. Edwards, Decatur, GA
Sociology: General
Advisor: Dr. Paul Prew
Thesis Title: Marginalized Perspective on Graduate Education

Maimuna Z. Fariha, Lakeville, MN
Gender and Women’s Studies
Advisor: Dr. Yalda Hamidi
Thesis Title: Impact of the COVID19 pandemic on the lives of 
street based sex workers in Dhaka, Bangladesh

Rhiannon E. Farr, Savage, MN
English
Advisors: Dr. Kirsti Cole, Dr. Rick Lybeck

Kate Flynn, Mankato, MN
Clinical Psychology
Advisors: Dr. Angelica Aguirre, Dr. Shawna Petersen-Brown
Thesis Title: Examining the Effects of a Social Skills Training to 
teach Emotional Regulation Skills with a Child with Autism

Abigail Goldsmith, Earlville, IA
Literature and Composition
Advisor: Dr. Kirsti Cole

Benjamin C. Grabowska, St. Clair, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Drescher

Justice E. Greene, Mankato, MN
Sociology: General
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Epplen
Thesis Title: From “The Loss of the Innocents” to “Crisis Actors”: 
Media Portrayal of Rampage School Shootings From 
1998-2021

Carolyn M. Hartwell, Northfield, MN
Art
Advisor: Elizabeth Miller
Thesis Title: Utility Lines

Alaina M. Hecht, Sioux Falls, SD
English
Advisor: Dr. Edward Avila

Leyvi E. Hinojosa Guzman, Worthington, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Glen Poupore
Thesis Title: High School Spanish-Speaking English Learners 
Preferences Between the Use of English-Only and 
Translanguaging Instruction 

Allison Hosman, St. Peter, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Henderson Lee
Thesis Title: “My work doesn’t need to be perfect as long as the 
effort is there”: A Case Study of Multilingual Student Perceptions 
of Labor-Based Grading Contracts in the First-Year Writing 
Classroom

Amanda M. Johnson, Mankato, MN
Sociology: General
Advisor: Dr. Aaron Hoy
Thesis Title: COVID-19 and the Second Shift: Ways Gender 
Inequality in Domestic Labor Care Has Been Impacted by the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

TL Jordan, Mankato, MN
Gender and Women’s Studies
Advisor: Dr. Laura Harrison
Thesis Title: Not Just Women: Trans Representation in Print 
News Media following the overturn of Roe v Wade

Elaina K. Junes, Burtrum, MN
Sociology: General
Advisor: Dr. Paul Prew
Thesis Title: Celebrity, Music, and Public Persona: A Case 
Study of Taylor Swift

Nazanin Kamalisarvestani, San Diego, CA
English
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Henderson Lee

Andrew S. Kemp, North Oaks, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Developing a Business Culture Training Course with 
Articulate 360

Katelyn A. Kirchner, Fridley, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: CJTC Implicit Bias Research

Nowrin Akther Koly, Mankato, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Henderson Lee

Leslie A. Leffers, Austin, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Arnold

Grayce Lemon, Edina, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Anne Kerber
Thesis Title: Partisan Selective Exposure on Social Media During 
the 2020 Presidential Election

Hannah M. Lewis, Mankato, MN
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Buchanan
Thesis Title: Age-Related Microaggressions: A Follow-up 
Descriptive Study

Samuel T. Loerts, Humboldt, IA
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Measuring Organizational Effectiveness of Microsoft 
365 on the MNSCU System
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Craig A. Lundeen, Elm Grove, WI
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Competency Modeling and Career Mapping at 
Red Roof

Benjamin Matthews, Rogers, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Edward Avila

Ainsley McClachrie, Chester, VT
English
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Arnold

Craig McCormack, Manhattan, MT
English
Advisor: Dr. Dawn Armfield

Selena Medellin, Cottage Grove, MN
Art
Advisor: Mika Laidlaw
Thesis Title: Tradiciones

Carrlin K. Meier, North Mankato, MN
Public Administration and Community Management
Advisor: Dr. Scott Granberg-Rademacker

Kathryn S. Monikowski, Apple Valley, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Designing and Implementing a Corporate Business 
Simulation

Kelly N. Munson, North Mankato, MN
Art
Advisor: Ellen Schofield
Thesis Title: Above & Below

Ellen M. Murphy, Nowthen, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Roland Nord

Emily Osborne, St. Michael, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Edward Avila

Nicole A. Praska, Greenfield, MN
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Buchanan
Thesis Title: Validation of a Reinforcer Survey For Use with Institu-
tionalized Older Adults

Kate Quesenberry, Springfield, MN 
Sociology: College Teaching
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Epplen
Thesis Title: College Instructors’ Experience with Flexibility in a 
Post-Covid Learning Environment

Laila N. Rahman, Mankato, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Creating a Simulation Inbox Tool for Prospective I-O 
Students to Diagnose Program Culture Fit

Derek Rowe, Springfield, MO
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Developing a DEI Dashboard

Shayla R. Schumacher, Mankato, MN
Sociology: General
Advisors: Dr. Sarah Epplen, Dr. Kristi Rendahl
Thesis Title: Graduate Student Awareness of Student Services

Maria M. Sempe, Mankato, MN
English
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Henderson Lee
Thesis Title: Teaching culture in the Argentinian EFL classroom: 
Beliefs, practice, and challenges

Mariah Severud, Hutchinson, KS
Clinical Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Eric Sprankle
Thesis Title: The Satanic Ritual Abuse Panic: Correlates and 
Implications for Therapists

Brooke Shea, Ames, IA
English
Advisor: Dr. Kirsti Cole

Madison P. Smiley, Minnetonka, MN
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Recruitment and Retention at the Chamber of 
Commerce

Anthony C. Smith, Mankato, MN
History
Advisor: Dr. Angela Jill Cooley 

Mai L. Tran, Mankato, MN
Art
Advisor: Joshua Winkler
Thesis Title: Wonderland

Raisa Akhter Trisha, Wichita, KS
English
Advisor: Dr. Nancy Drescher

Ryan Vu, Houston, TX
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Designing Job Simulations: In-Basket and Role-Play 
Scenarios

Julia C. Weber, Springfield, MO
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kristie Campana
Thesis Title: Coding and Synthesis of Role Play Behaviors

Maya M. Wenzel, Mankato, MN
Gender and Women’s Studies
Advisor: Dr. Maria Bevacqua
Thesis Title: “It feels like I don’t exist”: A Transnational Feminist 
Analysis of the Ace Citizen

Degree: Master of Fine Arts
Hannah Anderson, Suttons Bay, MI
Creative Writing
Advisor: Diana Joseph
Thesis Title: To Capture the Sea

Jenna Atherton, Bethel, CT
Theatre Arts
Advisor: John Paul
Thesis Title: Production Stage Management for a 
Christmas Carol
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Ruby C. Carlson, Coon Rapids, MN
Theatre and Dance
Advisor: Dr. Heather Hamilton

Kendarian O. Carter, Houston, TX
Creative Writing
Advisor: Robin Becker
Thesis Title: A Long Road

True C. Dabill, Champlin, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Chris McCormick
Thesis Title: The Bizarre Fantastic

Jacob T. Demers, Shelby, OH
Creative Writing
Advisor: Robin Becker
Thesis Title: Tales from Respite, OH

Holly N. Dodge, North Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Michael Torres
Thesis Title: Parcels

Talitha D. Greaver, Yankton, SD
Creative Writing
Advisor: Geoffrey Herbach
Thesis Title: New Industry: The Town that Owned the Future

John Greer, Pawnee, OK
Theatre Arts
Advisors: Matthew Caron, Nicholas Wayne Thesis Title: The 
Creation of Choreography for High School Musical

Jack A. Harris, Mazomanie, WI
Creative Writing
Advisor: Geoffrey Herbach
Thesis Title: Demon Off the Trail

Sarah M. Honerman, Mankato, MN
Theatre and Dance
Advisor: Matthew Caron
Thesis Title: Languishing Without a Human Touch: Directing In 
The Next Room or The Vibrator Play

Jayden Lopez, Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Robin Becker
Thesis Title: Inkblot

Richard J. Magee, III., St. Louis, MO
Theatre and Dance
Advisor: Nicholas Wayne
Thesis Title: Clowns, Fools, and Killers: An Exploration of Horror, 
Comedy, and Madness Through the Roles of Murderer 2 
and Sir Richard Ratcliffe in William Shakespeare’s Richard III

Thomas Maldonado, Jr., Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Michael Torres
Thesis Title: A Mexican American Stuck in Egypt: Poems About 
Everyday Chicano Expatriate Life in the Cradle of Civilization 

Cordis Paldano, Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Chris McCormick
Thesis Title: Good People: A Collection of Short 
Stories and Essays

Pritika Pradhan, Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Geoffrey Herbach
Thesis Title: The Transients

Glenda Reed, Minneapolis, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Michael Torres

Travis G. Robertson, Mankato, MN
Theatre and Dance
Advisor: Matthew Caron
Thesis Title: Creating the Role of Richard III for Richard III

Aarron T. Sholar, Elkridge, MD
Creative Writing
Advisor: Dr. Rachael Hanel
Thesis Title: The Body of a Frog: A Memoir on Searching for 
Ways to Love an Unconventional Self

Tennisha M. Sonsalla, Mankato, MN
Forensics
Advisor: Dr. Justin Rudnick
Thesis Title: Examining the experiences of students of color in 
competitive speech.

Elizabeth Thoelke, St. James, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Robin Becker
Thesis Title: The Origin of Wolves

Johanna Tollefson, Mankato, MN
Creative Writing
Advisor: Geoffrey Herbach
Thesis Title: In the Weeds

Joshua Zietse, Denver, CO
Theatre Arts
Advisor: George Grubb

Degree: Master of Music
Leslie M. Heise, Wautoma, WI
Music
Advisors: Dr. Amy Roisum Foley, Dr. Stephanie Thorpe

Kyle R. Johnson, Moorhead, MN
Music
Advisor: Dr. David Viscoli

Brian G. Kotila, Mankato, MN
Music
Advisor: Michael Thursby

Leah E. Motl, Austin, MN
Music
Advisors: Dr. Amy Roisum Foley, Dr. Mark Savignano

Ethan Wightkin, Austin, MN
Music
Advisors: Dr. Amy Roisum Foley, Michael Thursby

Degree: Master of Science
Kory T. Abbott, Chesapeake, VA
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Kathryn Elliott
Thesis Title: Flooding and Mitigation of Three Coastal Cities: 
Charleston, South Carolina; Passaic City, New Jersey; and 
Virginia Beach, Virginia
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Rahman Abdullayev, Mankato, MN
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Schirmer

Sanjaya Balami, Mankato, MN
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Wayne Allen
Thesis Title: An analysis of learning differences of Nepali 
Students based on different identity factor

Heather-Lee M. Baron, Edinboro, PA
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Lu Yan
Thesis Title: “The Rich get Richer, and the Poor get Poorer.” 
A System of Oppression: Institutional Racism and the Matthew 
Effect An Argument for Reparations

Breayona E. Bennett, Apple Valley, MN
Technical Communication
Advisor: Dr. Dawn Armfield

Krishna Bhandari, Mankato, MN
Aging Studies
Advisor: Dr. Luis Posas
Thesis Title: Impact of COVID-19 on the Aging Population within 
Minority Groups in the US based on Reported Mortality Rates

Arianna D. Bloom, Hopkins, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Deepa Oommen

Kayla D. Brinkman, Northfield, MN
History
Advisor: Dr. Lori Lahlum

Hannah R. Clonkey, Blaine, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Shawna Petersen-Brown
Thesis Title: Systematic Review of Check & Connect Implement-
ed with Secondary Students 

Namidu V. De Silva, Houston, TX
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Fei Yuan
Thesis Title: Developing a  standardized GIS model capable of 
identifying areas to implement wind power generation 
infrastructure

Leonard DiBono, Seaford, NY
Technical Communication
Advisor: Dr. Roland Nord

Corrie Eggimann, Mankato, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Anne Kerber
Thesis Title: Professional Communication During the Covid-19 
Pandemic 

Kaylee R. Engle, Madison Lake, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Chip Panahon
Thesis Title: Enhancing the Capacity of School Resource Officers 
to Facilitate Restorative Justice

Daniel M. Evans Hanson, Rochester, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Kristen Cvancara
Thesis Title: Nonverbal Immediacy’s Impact on Self-
Determination Theory: A Helpful Tool for the Virtual Classroom

Rekereke S. Evuleocha, Mankato, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Kristi Treinen

Maribel Fernandez Moctezuma, Mankato, MN
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Nofiya Denbaum
Thesis Title: Rechazos en español: Una comparación de
mexicanos monolingües, hablantes de herencia y aprendices de 
segunda lengua (Spanish rejections: A comparison of Mexican 
monolinguals, heritage speakers, and second language learners)

Daniel Gardner, North Mankato, MN
Geography
Awarded Posthumously 

Danielle M. German, Henderson, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Filter
Thesis Title: Programs and Practices that Influence School 
Connectedness: A Systematic Review

Maria A. Gonzalez Pastor, Roseville, MN
Spanish
Advisor: Dr. Adriana Gordillo
Thesis Title: La Mujer: Revista Mensual de Literatura y 
Variedades: Análisis de la primera revista ecuatoriana escrita 
por mujeres

Ariana J. Groen, Willmar, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Elyse Farnsworth
Thesis Title: Racially-Driven Crisis Events in Schools and School 
Psychologists’ Roles when Addressing these Events

Julio E. Gutierrez, Greeley, CO
Spanish for the Professions
Advisor: Dr. Alfredo Duplat

Sari Halabi, Niles, IL
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Deepa Oommen

Rachael M. Herbes, Elko, MN
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Blue
Thesis title: Analysis and Observation of Decomposition of 
Immature Pigs in the Minnesota Winter/Early Spring

Sofia B. Hylen, St. Peter, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Kristen Cvancara

Kaylesa R. Jervis, Mankato, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Miller

Alena D. Joseph, Mankato, MN
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisors: Dr. Kebba Darboe, Dr. Kristi Rendahl
Thesis Title: Malaysia: A case study on the influence of the 
dominant ethnic group the Malay

Kristi A. Karels, Perham, MN
Technical Communication
Advisor: Dr. Abigail Bakke

MacKenzie B. Keune, Sioux Rapids, IA
Communication Studies
Advisors: Dr. Kristen Treinen, Dr. David Engen
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Suzanne D. Quagliano, Mankato, MN
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Kathryn Elliott
Thesis Title: A Cross-Cultural Meta-Analysis of Themes Related to 
End-of-Life Care

Madison M. Rutter, Lakeville, MN
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Schirmer

Alissa M. Sadowski, Cumming, GA
Technical Communication
Advisor: Dr. Roland Nord

Jaelyn Stebbins, Sparta, WI
Anthropology
Advisors: Dr. Ronald Schirmer, Dr. Fei Yuan

Mai Ker Thao, Minneapolis, MN
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Lu Yan
Thesis Title: Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) in the Hmong
 Community: Why There is a Disconnect in Understanding 
IPV in the Hmong Community

Macy Thurler, Sussex, WI
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Emily Sauter

Thomas A. Wavrin, Belle Plaine, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisors: Dr. Rama Mohapatra, Dr. Mark Savignano

Anna K. Wiitanen-Eggen, North Mankato, MN
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Schirmer

Carla C. Woodson, Lakeville, MN
Sociology: Human Services Planning and Administration 
Advisor: Dr. Paul Prew
Thesis Title: Philanthropic Processes of Private and Publicly 
Traded Companies in Minnesota

Adam Xiong, Maplewood, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Shawna Petersen-Brown
Thesis Title: Utilizing Motivation & Situational Interest to Increase 
Reading Outcomes

Lucy Yeliseyeva, Burnsville, MN
School Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Elyse Farnsworth
Thesis Title: An Ecological Analysis of Factors Associated with 
Immigrant School Success

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
Professor Kathleen Blue, Chairperson

Major: Anthropology

Jackson Davis, B.S., Hudson, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Peter Lee, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Kiersten S. Olson, B.A., Byron, MN
Emil Otteson, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Jaqlynn S. Spencer, B.A., Cambridge, MN
Cum Laude
Cecilia R. Trembley, B.S., Fairmont, MN

Barsha Kharel, Mankato, MN
Aging Studies
Advisor: Dr. Saiful Islam
Thesis Title: Family Caregiving of the Elderly in the U.S 
and Nepal

Jordan A. Kiesow, Minnetrista, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Fei Yuan

Ethan D. Larson, Mankato, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Rama Mohapatra

Elizabeth J. Lopez, Wells, MN
Sociology Corrections
Advisor: Dr. TJ Vaughan
Thesis Title: Public Perceptions of Exonerees’ Deservingness of 
Compensation and Expungement

Samuel W. Marcucci, Highlandville, IA
Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Ronald Schirmer

Derek Masuda, Seattle, WA
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. David Engen
Thesis Title: Fear and Loathing in the Workplace: Making Sense 
of Work Through Academic Scholarsip and Narrative Reflection

Alexander Murray, Grand Marais, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Woo Jang

Andrea K. Nett, Mankato, MN
Spanish for the Professions
Advisor: Dr. Alfredo Duplat

Kanae Nord, Rochester, MN
Spanish for the Professions
Advisor: Dr. Adriana Gordillo

Patrick E. Norris, North Mankato, MN
Geographic Information Science
Advisor: Dr. Woo Jang

Kayla M. Ostrander, Bloomington, MN
Communication Studies
Advisor: Dr. Anne Kerber
Thesis Title: Marketing Ploy or Mental Health Crisis? An Analysis 
of Fan Responses to Celebrity Narratives

Jordan A. Parham, Mankato, MN
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Kebba Darboe
Thesis Title: The Challenges of Mental Illnesses on Quality of Life: 
A Case Study on African Americans at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato

Morgan Parham, Mankato, MN
Ethnic and Multi-Cultural Studies
Advisor: Dr. Lu Yan
Thesis Title: How African American Women Make Meaning of 
Obesity in Their community? A Content Analysis

Felicia Pineda, North Mankato, MN
Technical Communication
Advisor: Dr. Dawn Armfield
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DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN
Professor Gina Wenger, Chairperson

Major: Art

Zachary J. Becker, B.F.A., Pierz, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sydney L. Betzina, B.F.A., Minneapolis, MN
Jason J. Britton, B.F.A., Blaine, MN
Madeline S. Ebnet, B.A., St. Cloud, MN
Dylan M. Engel, B.F.A., Janesville, MN
Jarrett R. English, B.F.A., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Jasmine M. Hancock, B.F.A., Mankato, MN
Zoe Jensen, B.F.A., Rochester, MN
Ishtiaq M. Khaled, B.F.A., Mankato, MN
Matthew D. Kueng, B.A., Mankato, MN
Elisia L. LoDhaseng, B.F.A., Hudson, WI
Abigail J. Lundebrek, B.F.A., Benson, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Naqibul Mahboob, B.F.A., Mankato, MN
Nathan J. Martinson, B.F.A., Minneapolis, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jonathan A. Mor, B.F.A., Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude
Narissa L. Nguyen, B.F.A., Mankto, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Allison M. Smith, B.A., East Bethel, MN
Anwen A. Teachout, B.A., Faribault, MN

Major: Art History

Gabriela E. Bruner, B.A., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

Major: Art Teaching

Amanda M. Jordan, B.S., Oconomowoc, WI
Cum Laude
Courtney J. Mattson, B.S., Elk River, MN
April E. Paquette, B.S., Faribault, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emma M. Schwandt, B.S., Mapleton, MN
Taylor R. Sorenson, B.S., Mankato, MN

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION STUDIES
Professor Sachi Sekimoto, Chairperson

Major: Communication Studies

Rhiannon P. Aldrich, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Chris A. Anderson, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Kaitlyn Bannwarth, B.S., Brandon, SD
Cum Laude
Ruth A. Blashack, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Lauren A. Bookler, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica A. Bursch, B.S., Buffalo, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Molly J. Colford, B.S., Champlin, MN
Grace C. Cownie, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Lindsey R. Davis, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude
Sophia C. Dicke, B.S., Savage, MN
Mariah S. Edgington, B.S., Spring Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Rachel E. Emmons, B.S., Anoka, MN
Kadie L. Fales, B.S., Kenyon, MN
Anna M. Freemark, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Grace G. Gaffney, B.S., Jordan, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Madison R. Haas, B.S., Stillwater, MN
Emily A. Haefner, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Jenna Hayworth, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Hepburn, B.S., North Pole, AK
Shaheed S. Hickman, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Jessica L. Jakopin, B.S., Marshfield, WI
Lexi A. Kvistad, B.S., Melrose, MN
Brock A. Luthens, B.S., Hector, MN
Alexis S. McMahon-Adams, B.S., Kandiyohi, MN
Alyssa Parson, B.S., Kissimmee, FL
Sarah J. Potvin, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Rachel L. Reidburn, B.S., Ankeny, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Sierra J. Rondorf, B.S., New Richmond, WI
Bennett P. Schrank, B.S., Hudson, WI
Sara E. Schug, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Delaney J. Sperl, B.S., Farmington, MN
Lilian K. Tronnier, B.S., Menomonie, WI
Erica M. Tschida, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Halley G. Weinberger, B.S., Farmington, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Timothy P. White, B.S., Chanhassen, MN
Raquel M. Woods, B.S., Richmond, MN

DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Professor Pat Nelson, Chairperson

Major: Corrections

Mallory M. Arndt, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Amber C. Durheim, B.S., St. James, MN
Addison M. Filus, B.S., Baraboo, WI
Alexus M. Glynn, B.S., Byron, MN
Cum Laude
Juliah V. Jackson, B.S., Mazeppa, MN
TJ Lee, B.S., Newport, MN
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Erica Martinez, B.S., St. Peter, MN
McKenzie A. Nolle, B.S., Suamico, WI
Cum Laude
Morgan E. Schlueter, B.S., Mayer, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Chessa S. Swedin, B.S., Elko, MN 

Major: Criminal Justice

Connor S. Amundson, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Shaylynn D. Anderson, B.S., Sherburn, MN
Cum Laude
Caitlin M. Beaupre, B.S., Faribault, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Lauren A. Bookler, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Christian R. Butterfield, B.S., Chanhassen, MN
Lynett L. Coronado, B.S., Mountain Lake, MN
Kaylee D. Drasher, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Alexus M. Glynn, B.S., Byron, MN
Cum Laude
Peyton E. Heffele, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Amanda Hollingshead, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Edith M. Inamagua, B.S., Faribault, MN
Spencer R. Intress, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Natalie L. Jacques, B.S., Green Bay, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Samantha J. Larson, B.S., White Bear Township, MN
Aaron M. Macken, B.S., Rochester, MN
Tristessa Mausolf, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Cum Laude
Kristen A. Meyer, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Alexander J. Miller, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Simon A. Rice, B.S., Orono, MN
Rayna C. Romero, B.S., Thief River Fall, MN
Maxwell D. Shoger, B.S., Victoria, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Brooklyn J. Sukalski, B.S., Marshall, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Amy Z. Vue, B.S., Tracy, MN
Tamiya J. Walton, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Cum Laude
Benjamin M. Zappa, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude

Major: Law Enforcement

Parker B. Aman, B.S., Northfield, MN
Payton V. Anderson, B.S., Chaska, MN
Shaylynn D. Anderson, B.S., Sherburn, MN
Cum Laude
Jason Beltmann, B.S., Hugo, MN

Lauren A. Bookler, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cordarius M. Boyd, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Isaac A. Bushman, B.S., St. Charles, MN
Ian A. Caneff, B.S., Eagan, MN
Lynett L. Coronado, B.S., Mountain Lake, MN
Keith A. Grzybowski, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Julia Hansen, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Adam M. Helder, B.S., Janesville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Carter A. Hendrickson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Amanda Hollingshead, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Edith M. Inamagua, B.S., Faribault, MN
Spencer R. Intress, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kolten L. Janni, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Sarah M. Johansen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cory A. Keane, B.S., Eagan, MN
August G. Kewitsch, B.S., Farmington, MN
Ailah A. Mattson, B.S., Farmington, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Antony G. Maxana, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kristen A. Meyer, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Alexander J. Miller, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Max P. Morrison, B.S., Faribault, MN
Nicholas E. Pelach, B.S., Elysian, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Spencer L. Peterson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hannah M. Pike, B.S., Brownsdale, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jasper R. Prior, B.S., Mankato, MN
Mason J. Reed, B.S., Cambridge, MN
Simon A. Rice, B.S., Orono, MN
Isabella V. Rosario, B.S., Oak Grove, MN
Keaton J. Rutz, B.S., Lino Lakes, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Wyatt J. Schoonhoven, B.S., Pipestone, MN
Joshua E. Schuster, B.S., Cambridge, MN
Maxwell D. Shoger, B.S., Victoria, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jared A. Simmer, B.S., Shorewood, MN
Jacob A. Smith, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Maxwell T. Strong, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Emily M. Susa, B.S., Greenwood, WI
Nathan D. Varley, B.S., Adrian, MN
Cum Laude
Amy Z. Vue, B.S., Tracy, MN
Benjamin M. Zappa, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
Professor Kebba Darboe, Chairperson

Major: Economics

Godswill C. Emedo, B.S., Mankato, MN
Yafet A. Gebregziabher, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Nima D. Harun, B.S., Faribault, MN
Nathan L. Larson, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Kenechukwu P. Okonkwo, B.S., Mankato, MN
Issouf Jean V. Oseni, Sr., B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Morgan J. Stearns, B.S., Gaylord, MN

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Professor Nancy Drescher, Chairperson

Major: Communications Arts and 
Literature Education

Hope M. Erlandson, B.S., East Bethel, MN
Tesla L. Gontjes, B.S., Duluth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brittney R. Karschnik, B.S., Mankato, MN
Madeline R. O’Rourke, B.S., Rice, MN

Major: Creative Writing

Shelby G. Klingsporn, B.A., Rochester, MN
Heather M. Pecore, B.A., Faribault, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ia O. Vang, B.A., St. Paul, MN
Alora M. Voss, B.A., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

Major: English Literature

Alyssa J. Homeier, B.A., Otisco, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cita Z. O’Brien, B.A., St. Peter, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: English Studies

Kendall A. Larson, B.A., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ongelle V. Schroeder, B.A., Wells, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Technical Communication

Christopher A. Garritty, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Summa Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF ETHNIC STUDIES
Professor Kebba Darboe, Chairperson

Major: Ethnic Studies

Talia G. Barrow, B.S., Minneapolis, MN

DEPARTMENT OF GENDER AND 
WOMEN’S STUDIES
Professor Laura Harrison, Chairperson

Major: Gender and Women’s Studies

Nicole M. Fleming, B.S., Springfield, MN
Idman A. Ibrahim, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Kelsi M. Pettit, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Brianna L. Sullivan, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jai Yerbich, B.A., Maple Grove, MN
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
Professor Martin Mitchell, Chairperson

Major: Earth Science

Jared J. Bromenschenkel, B.S., Albany, MN
Benjamin J. Garnatz, B.S., Waconia, MN
Katia P. Ostermann, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Cum Laude
Jayda K. Rowen, B.S., Sherburn, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Geography

Jared J. Bromenschenkel, B.S., Albany, MN
Matthew J. Hughes, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Brianna Maher, B.S., Chippewa Falls, WI
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Geography: Professional

Luke H. Helleksen, B.S., Good Thunder, MN
Katia P. Ostermann, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Cum Laude
Derek J. Steffenson, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Bryce P. Wilson, B.S., Worthington, MN
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DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
Professor Scott Granberg-Rademacker, Chairperson

Major: International Relations

Radit Mahmud, B.A., Mankato, MN

Major: Political Science

Arafat O. Ayoola, B.S., Mankato, MN
Alejandro Caceres-Aranda, B.S., Savage, MN
Cum Laude
Chase M. Goepfert, B.S., Blaine, MN
Zachary P. Hammerschmidt, B.S., Madelia, MN
Jace Hanson, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Hans E. Helberg, B.S., St. Louis Park, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Katelynne M. Kratz, B.S., Comfrey, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Michelangelo P. Maccabee, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Sarrah A. Muie, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ovini Pathirana, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Alexander M. Rudnik, B.S., Winona, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Daniel J. Smith, B.S., Ceylon, MN
Ethan C. Sykes, B.S., Butterfield, MN
Cum Laude

Major: Urban and Regional Studies

Austin M. Klein, B.S., Cochrane, WI
Magna Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
Professor Tao Peng, Chairperson

Major: History

Ahn T. Enright, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Cum Laude
Cody B. Froman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jackson T. Gruse, B.A., Minneapolis, MN
Cum Laude
Jacob W. Hageman, B.S., Foley, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Megan K. Hawkins, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hans E. Helberg, B.S., St. Louis Park, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Olivia L. Johnson, B.S., Amboy, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Avery L. Kirkey, B.S., Harrisburg, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Casey M. Marble, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

Isaiah J. Miron, B.S., Chatfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brianne M. Pete, B.S., Lonsdale, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Nicholas L. Zinser, B.S., Rochester, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Social Studies Teaching

Donovan D. Becker, B.S., Brownton, MN
Brian A. Belcourt, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Ellie S. Braun, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mackenzie P. Burns, B.S., Farmington, MN
Andrea H. Clusiau, B.S., Side Lake, MN
Ahn T. Enright, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Cum Laude
Cody B. Froman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jacob W. Hageman, B.S., Foley, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Megan K. Hawkins, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jacob L. Howe, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Zoe E. Macklanburg, B.S., Sleepy Eye, MN
Cum Laude
Nicholas J. Rasmussen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Matthew W. Steel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jacob W. Swenson, B.S., St. Cloud, MN

DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
Professor Amy Lauters, Chairperson

Major: Mass Communication

Sydney J. Bebeau, B.S., Blaine, MN
Cum Laude
Matthew R. Brown, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ladan M. Farah, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jackson K. Jirik, B.S., New Prague, MN
Maddison L. Mason, B.S., South St. Paul, MN
Alijah J. McGhee, B.S., Byron, GA
Shauna R. Metz, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlyn Nelson, B.A., Mankato, MN
Jill A. Newton, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Alicia M. Reed, B.S., Rosemount, MN

Major: Mass Media

Julia Barton, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Vincent S. Dimitrov, B.S., Forest Lake, MN
Kaden P. Drummer, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Hira N. Ghafoor, B.S., Mankato, MN
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Major: Philosophy

Thomas M. Kleinow, B.A., Burnsville, MN
Sadie L. Roesch, B.A., Mapleton, MN
Cum Laude

Major: Philosophy, Politics and Economics

Alec R. Nesseth, B.S., Zumbrota, MN
Cum Laude
Emma Zellmer, B.S., Eagan, MN

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY
Professor Karla Lassonde, Chairperson

Major: Psychology

Benjamin C. Anderson, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Isabelle J. Anderson, B.S., Dodge Center, MN
Cum Laude
Jacob D. Anderson, B.S., Blaine, MN
McKayla M. Armbruster, B.S., Faribault, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Allison J. Asfeld, B.S., Bertha, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Sophia A. Austvold, B.S., Lynnwood, WA
Kami H. Bird, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sydney Blake, B.S., Lake in the Hill, IL
Magna Cum Laude
Samantha M. Bloomquist, B.S., North Branch, MN
Cum Laude
Hannah K. Boesche, B.S., Plato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Danielle M. Borgman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Gale G. Bracho, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Cum Laude
Cali L. Branch, B.S., Champlin, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Alyssa Buffington, B.S., Forest City, IA
Cum Laude
Katherine N. Bukovich, B.S., Blaine, MN
Jessica A. Bursch, B.S., Buffalo, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Simran Chandrasekaran, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Caleb R. Chapman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Krizia Colon-Rosa, B.S., Savage, MN
Hannah C. Corbin, B.S., West Salem, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Katelyn M. Costello, B.S., St. Augusta, MN
Savannah R. Depyper, B.S., Cleveland, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Josie N. Dorf, B.S., Ada, MI
Summa Cum Laude

Jenna Hayworth, B.A., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Minjae Kang, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Morgan R. Keim-Wolfe, B.S., Mankato, MN
Nicholas M. Larsen, B.S., Rochester, MN
Cum Laude
Galaxy M. Le, B.S., New Prague, MN
Mariah H. Marg, B.S., Hudson, WI
Cum Laude
Jasper R. Prior, B.A., Mankato, MN
Skylar N. Samples, B.S., Osceola, WI
Summa Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC AND 
ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRIES
Professor Michael Olson, Chairperson

Major: Music

Cade J. Readmond, B.A., Lonsdale, MN
ShaubYi Yang, B.A., Shoreview, MN

Major: Music Industry

Eric C. Darrington, B.S., Mitchell, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Margaret M. Driemeyer, B.S., New Prague, MN
Cum Laude
Jack G. Fairbairn, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Anastasia R. Harnitz, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Luke T. Smith, B.S., Faribault, MN
Jue Thao, B.S., St. Paul, MN

Major: Music: Education

Brent M. Ekstrom, B.S., Bemidji, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaleb V. Howze, B.S., Milwaukee, WI
Cum Laude
Resa M. Sukohl, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Justin M. True, B.S., Waseca, MN
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Professor Brandon Cooke, Chairperson

Major: Cognitive Science

Delaney J. Conrad, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Logan M. Kuskie, B.S., Longmont, CO
Magna Cum Laude
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Abbey L. Everson, B.S., Mondovi, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Eleanor L. Fitzwilliams, B.S., Madison, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Paige Fleming, B.S., White Bear Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Austin J. Franzen, B.S., Hudson, WI
Nicollette Gardner, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Rose C. Gaye, B.S., Fargo, ND
Arianna D. Gbineweka, B.S., Crystal, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mara G. Gomez-Gonzalez, B.S., St. Bonifacius, MN
Cum Laude
Maggie K. Gott, B.S., South St. Paul, MN
Cum Laude
McKay M. Gray, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Annie M. Grund, B.S., Winona, MN
Cum Laude
Amber J. Guillen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Sydnee E. Hafner, B.S., Savage, MN
Kawika Hashimoto, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Colleen M. Jackson, B.S., Duluth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cade T. Jakobson, B.S., Eyota, MN
Emerald E. Kelley, B.S., Hastings, MN
Jaden K. Klingenberg, B.S., George, IA
Jadyn M. Klohn, B.S., Andover, MN
Kaitlyn B. Kubinski, B.S., Otsego, MN
Meghan Larson, B.S., Clearwater, MN
Tess C. Limberg, B.S., Holmen, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Emma J. Loveall, B.S., Spirit Lake, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Tatianna D. Martin, B.S., Asbury, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Salma A. Masood, B.S., Austin, MN
Cum Laude
Tristessa Mausolf, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Cum Laude
Alexis L. Meuleners, B.S., Winsted, MN
Cum Laude
Grace S. Milbrath, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Brooklyn E. Myers, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Madilyn O. Newman, B.S., Centerville, MN
Cum Laude
Kailey M. Noll, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Sofia Nuh, B.S., Mankato, MN
Megan E. O’Connor, B.S., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Asia E. O’Neil, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Magna Cum Laude

James F. Orbach, B.S., Farmington, MN
Jessica M. Pace, B.S., Nya, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Rylie J. Pansch, B.S., Farmington, MN
Cum Laude
Izzy Parker, B.S., Mankato, MN
Laura L. Patterson, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Nicholas R. Payne, B.S., Chaska, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Heather M. Pecore, B.S., Faribault, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kaylee M. Peterson, B.S., Lanesboro, MN
Cum Laude
Stephanie L. Phillips, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jenna L. Phipps, B.S., Anoka, MN
Abbey M. Pilger, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Faith Pio, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samantha J. Redden, B.S., New Brighton, MN
Eloise R. Reitzel, B.S., Alexandria, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Naomi C. Reuvers, B.S., Faribault, MN
Brianna M. Rodewald, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Rachel G. Ruschmeyer, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Fatima Sall, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Cum Laude
Elissa M. Sass, B.S., La Crescent, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaylee E. Schmitt, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jersie E. Schreder, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Hanna L. Schultz, B.S., Marshall, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Sydney Shearen, B.S., Hugo, MN
Cum Laude
Finley Sims, B.S., Dallas, TX
Summa Cum Laude
Jackie Sonnek, B.S., Easton, MN
Ashlynn L. Spiegelberg, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Julia M. Stegmaier, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kate E. Stein, B.S., Rogers, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cassidy R. Stensrud, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Drew P. Stevens, B.S., Rochester, MN
Thomas E. Stonehouse, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Brianna L. Sullivan, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
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Alexis M. Tasker, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ntsaiab Thor, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Madaline R. Volimas, B.S., Waconia, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Roxanne A. Watkins, B.S., Big Lake, MN
Joshua D. Weber, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Halley G. Weinberger, B.S., Farmington, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis M. Wondra, B.S., Le Center, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Shaya K. Zabel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
Professor Kristi Rendahl, Chairperson

Major: Applied Leadership

Kudus O. Adeigbe, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Charles J. Bartusek, B.S., Webster, MN
Emily W. Beckmann, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Tara N. Berg, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ashley R. Bergum, B.S., North Branch, MN
Cum Laude
Suhai M. Boyer, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Benjamin C. Carlson, B.S., Chanhassen, MN
Eleanor L. Coffel, B.S., Norwood Young America, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jayna E. Due, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Gabrielle R. Feivor, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Marnie R. Gieseke, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Djimon M. James, B.S., Jamaica, NY
Shayna P. Koppendrayer, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Kyle L. Kramer, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Teya M. Langston, B.S., Mankato, MN
Amber M. Leazer, B.S., Milwaukee, WI
Nick Manty, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Darrell S. Mason, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kimberly K. Mollenkopf, B.S., Sebring, FL
Magna Cum Laude
Eric Moody, B.S., Wichita, KS
Samuel J. Moore, B.S., Mankato, MN
Gregory A. Pierce, B.S., Maplewood, MN
Callie A. Poehler, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Julie Sabin, B.S., Mankato, MN
Edwin J. Santiago Feliciano, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Madisyn L. Senne, B.S., Welcome, MN
Michael D. Smith, B.S., Mankato, MN
Sarah B. Stadler, B.S., Northfield, MN
Jonathan Stenswick, B.S., Bloomington, MN

Brooke M. Teff, B.S., Roseville, MN
Robert J. Trewick, B.S., Farmington, MN
Alexis K. Wall, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Vanessa A. Warling, B.S., Moorhead, MN
Eyasu L. Woldeamanueal, B.S., Burnsville, MN

Major: Sociology

Jenna C. Anderson, B.S., New Glarus, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis N. Brooks, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Olivia N. Haefner, B.S., Hudson, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Tara L. Leshovsky, B.S., Elk River, MN
Madison K. Rice, B.S., Mankato, MN
India A. Ross, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kailey A. Van Riper, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Abby M. VanDien, B.S., Hackensack, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Athena J. Williams, B.S., Cleveland, MN

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND DANCE
Professor Julie Kerr-Berry, Chairperson

Major: Dance

Nicole R. Daggett, B.F.A., Richfield, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Tatijana Grubor, B.S., Elm Grove, WI
Paige M. Johnson, B.F.A., Pine City, MN
Cum Laude
Jaydan R. Kaehler, B.F.A., Minnesota City, MN
Summa Cum Laude
McKenna M. Prill, B.S., Richmond, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Theatre Arts

Finley J. Alexander, B.F.A., Waverly, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Reina M. Beisell, B.F.A., Mankato, MN
Nevaeh L. Braucks, B.A., Sauk Rapids, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emerald J. Clark, B.F.A., Gillette, WY
William H. Hallock, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Cum Laude
Joshua C. Lester, B.F.A., Cottage Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Olivia J. Logan, B.F.A., St. Paul, MN
Madelyn M. Morgan, B.F.A., Sioux Falls, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Sarah J. Potvin, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Summa Cum Laude
McKenna M. Prill, B.F.A., Richmond, MN
Summa Cum Laude
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Rachel L. Reidburn, B.S., Ankeny, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Aria M. Smith, B.F.A., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF WORLD LANGUAGES 
AND CULTURES
Professor Adriana Gordillo, Chairperson
Major: French

Quinlan L. Brogdon, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Eleanor L. Fitzwilliams, B.S., Madison, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Emilia A. Kleist, B.A., St. Peter, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Taylor S. Rosenow, B.S., White Bear Lake, MN

Major: German Teaching

Tesla L. Gontjes, B.S., Duluth, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Scandinavian Studies

Elizabeth J. Nelson, B.A., Nevis, MN

Major: Spanish

Alejandro Caceres-Aranda, B.A., Savage, MN
Cum Laude
Madeline B. Farmer, B.A., Farmington, MN
Alan R. Hernandez Riatiga, B.A., St. Paul, MN
Seo Ho Hong, B.A., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Emilia A. Kleist, B.A., St. Peter, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis S. McMahon-Adams, B.A., Kandiyohi, MN
Taylor S. Rosenow, B.A., White Bear Lake, MN
Ashlin S. Young, B.A., Algona, IA
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Spanish Teaching

Alaina L. Boettcher, B.S., Ham Lake, MN
LaRen E. Holtman, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Jordan C. Jensen, B.S., Worthington, MN
Sandra M. Quezada-Mely, B.S., New Richland, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Angela L. Robb, B.S., Faribault, MN
Autumn R. Worden, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

FILM AND MEDIA STUDIES PROGRAM
Professor Matt Connolly, Co-Director and Professor 
Heather MacIntoch, Co-Director

Major: Film and Media Studies

Calvin J. Bentz, B.A., Roseville, MN
Olivia Y. Daniels, B.A., Eagan, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Charles J. Groebner, B.A., Mendota Heights, MN
Ofkalera J. Gudina, B.A., Mankato, MN
Xerraphim Indira, B.A., Mankato, MN
Jacob A. Jarmes, B.A., Prior Lake, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Caleb K. Kaneakua, B.A., Minneapolis, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Katelyn M. Nybakke, B.A., Forest Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Nicholas D. Pederson, B.A., Onamia, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Maria T. Ruiz Mendez, B.A., Le Center, MN
Jacob A. Waxon, B.A., Apple Valley, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Tate N. Witte, B.A., Glencoe, MN
Cum Laude

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM
Professor Alisa Eimen, Director

Major: Interdisciplinary Studies

Stephen O. Ayobamidele, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Loralea E. Baldwin, B.S., Mankato, MN
Fatima T. Bana, B.S., Mankato, MN
Libby A. Beck, B.S., Albany, WI
Lukas W. Berg, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Sydney M. Birkeland, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Eddie M. Blackwell, B.S., Wheaton, IL
Crista N. Bohlmann, B.S., Waterville, MN
Cum Laude
Sana Cheema, B.S., Chaska, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kianna G. Fladland, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ryuto Hashimoto, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Louis Kandel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Miyu Kato, B.S., Mankato, MN
Dylan P. Kotten, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Chido Makayi, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Zachary P. Nelson, B.S., Savage, MN
Madison J. Poulos, B.S., Savage, MN
Jocelyn R. Quam, B.S., Faribault, MN
Magna Cum Laude
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Margarita M. Sanchez, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Zachariah F. Stanley, B.S., Mankato, MN
Nina L. Tarley, B.S., Brooklyn Center, MN
Cum Laude
Mina Vang, B.S., Andover, MN
Paige White, B.S., Beaver Dam, WI
Chue Yang, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Brandy J. Zwack, B.S., Kimball, MN

LIBERAL STUDIES PROGRAM

Major: Liberal Arts and Sciences

Sara K. Allison, A.A., Glenville, MN
Gabrielle Amparo De Andrade, A.A., Maplewood, MN
Carson E. Chasek, A.A., Geneaeo, IL
Jersey J. Castle, A.A., Waseca, MN
Darnell J. Davis, A.A., Faribault, MN
Julie R. Fore, A.A., Mora, MN
Megan L. Girtz, A.A., Pierz, MN
Ethan G. Green, A.A., Albert Lea, MN
Gabrielle A. Hinrichs, A.A., Zumbrota, MN
Jakai M. James, A.A., Oakdale, MN
Sarah K. Klann, A.A., Wanda, MN
Dylan D. Lapointe, A.A., Faribault, MN
Blake J. Lara-McGrew, A.A., Faribault, MN
Laura M. Matlon, A.A., Andover, MN
Paige A. Miller, A.A., Sauk Centre, MN
Travis D. Noren, A.A., Mankato, MN
Theron Penner, A.A., Eagle Lake, MN
Madison R. Preteau, A.A., Cloquet, MN
McKenzie Rowland, A.A., Wykoff, MN
Camille Ruehle, A.A., South Haven, MN
Paige C. Shafer, A.A., Hugo, MN
Mallory M. Shetka, A.A., Lake Crystal, MN

Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 
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Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 

Immediately following the ceremony, graduates and their families are invited 
to a reception in the Ford Hall Atrium.
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Program
Saturday, May 6, 2023 

9:00 a.m.
Prelude Music

Processional March
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar

National Anthem Dr. Stephanie Thorpe, Conductor
Chamber Choir Ensemble, Department of Music

Greetings Dr. Edward Inch
  President

Greetings Trustee Tim Huebsch
  Minnesota State

Student Speakers Nick Huynh 
  Bachelor of Science, Biology

  Lyric Lopez-Kohler
Bachelor of Arts, Biochemistry

Colin Roskos
Bachelor of Science, Computer Engineering

Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Alumni Association Brian Zins
  Director, Alumni Relations
Recessional (Please remain seated.)

“Hornpipe” from Water Music George Frederic Handel
Celebration Kool & The Gang

Musicians Dr. Amy K. Roisum Foley, Conductor
Bryce Barrie, Tuba

Kyle Johnson, Piano
Patrick Karl, Alto Saxophone 

Takuto Koseki, Trumpet
Devon Osman, Trumpet

Sophie Seegar, Drumset
McKenna Slattery, Trombone

Michael Thursby, Director
Maverick Machine Athletic Band

  

Music arranged by Dr. Douglas Snapp and Dr. Michael Olson
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Platform Guests

Procession Participants
Professors
Rebecca Bates
Tom Brown
Rachel Cohen
Bryce Hoppie
Penny Knoblich
Sarah Kruse
Gregg Marg
Jeffrey Pribyl
Farhad Reza
Timothy Secott
David Sharlin
Jake Swanson
Patrick Tebbe
Brian Wasserman

Associate Professors
Lin Chase
Rajeev Bukralia
Jonathan Hardwick
Matthew Kaproth
Tommy Kim
Allison Land
Michael Lusch
Jorge Mendez
Hyekyung Min
Rebecca Moen
Soo Yeon Shin
Rob Sleezer
Daniel Swart
Yuezhou Wang
Ryan Wersal

Assistant Professors
Basak Bektas
Fatih Bektas
Pawan Bhandari
Mriganka De
Bhushan Dharmadhikari
Sam Ertl
Keenan Hartert
Samantha Katner
Wook Kim
Min Li
Michael Rutkowski
Emilie Siverling
Catherine Spence
Nazli Yilmaz Wodzinski

Instructors
Nicholas Fisher
Steven Noren
Seth Wolbert

LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING

Assistant Professor
Pat Lienemann

Edward Inch
President

David Hood
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Lynn Akey
Vice President for Student Success, Analytics, 
and Integrated Planning

Aaron Budge
Acting Dean, College of Science, Engineering and 
Technology

Tim Huebsch
Trustee, Minnesota State

Mark Johnson
Vice President for Information Technology and 
Chief Information Officer

David Jones
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management

Henry Morris
Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Jeffrey Pribyl
Faculty Honor Marshall
Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Chemistry, 
and Geology

Kent Stanley
Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka
Vice President for Finance and Administration

Jennifer Veltsos
Interim Associate Vice President for Curriculum and 
Dean of Graduate Studies

Laura Yin
Acting Associate Dean, College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology

Brian Zins
Director, Alumni Relations
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY
Dr. Aaron Budge, Acting Dean

GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Jennifer Veltsos, Interim Dean

Degree: Master of Arts
Katherine L. Fennema, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Mathematics
Advisor: Dr. Brandon Rowekamp

Jenna L. Stitt, Mankato, MN
Mathematics
Advisor: Dr. Wook Kim

Degree: Master of Science
Yogendra R. Adhikari, Mankato, MN
Data Science
Advisor: Dr. Rajeev Bukralia

Anthony J. Afful, Mankato, MN
Physics
Advisor: Dr. Jorge Mendez

Abdulrahman H. Alrassi, Chula Vista, CA
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos

Aditya A. Arwade, Plymouth, MN
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Rajeev Bukralia

William K. Dietrich, Winsted, MN
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Allison Land

Hadja M. Diomande, Mankato, MN
Data Science
Advisor: Dr. Naseef Mansoor

Mohamed A. Elhafyan, Rochester, MN
Electrical Engineering
Advisor: Dr. Animesh Yadav

Abdelrahman S. Elkenawy, Mankato, MN
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Naseef Mansoor

Eric T. Hanson, Brandon, SD
Mechanical Engineering
Advisor: Dr. Min Li
Thesis Title: Development of a Permanent Magnet Spherical 
Motor with 3 Degrees of Freedom

Alyssa M. Haram, Maple Grove, MN
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Ryan Wersal
Thesis Title: Seasonal Starch Allocation in Starry Stonewort 
(Nitellopsis obtusa) Harvested from Lake Koronis, MN, and 
Development of Non-Chemical Management 
Recommendations

Chrissy R. Hattery, Aurora, CO
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Timothy Secott
Thesis Title: Location of the Fibronectin Binding Domain on the 
Fibronectin Attachment Protein of Mycobacterium avium subsp. 
Paratuberculosis

Apeksha Jain, Franklin, WI
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Guarionex Salivia

Subhan Khalid, Ellicott City, MD
Engineering
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Tebbe

Usama A. Khan, lowell, MA
Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Shawban Mahmud, Elizabethtown, PA
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Kruse

Hunter Mayhew, Mankato, MN
Biology
Advisor: Dr. Allison Land

Tharushi S. Modaragamage Dona, Mankato, MN
Data Science
Advisor: Dr. Rajeev Bukralia

Nandeera K. Munaweera Tanthirige, Little Canada, MN
Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Samuel B. Oluwadoromi, Mankato, MN
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Guarionex Salivia

Alejandro J. Perez Novoa, Columbia, SC
Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Sapumal Darshana Salpadoru Thuppahi, Bloomington, MN
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Rajeev Bukralia
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Bailey C. Sanders, Barnegat Township, NJ
Environmental Science
Advisor: Dr. Beth Proctor

Michelle Santiago, Moline, IL
Biology
Advisor: Dr. David Sharlin
Thesis Title: APOBEC3 Regulation by Thyroid Hormone

Rachna Shah, India
Data Science
Advisor: Dr. Guarionex Salivia

Sandesh Sharma, Mankato, MN
Data Science
Advisor: Dr. Rajeev Bukralia

Mina Vang, Brooklyn Center, MN
Information Technology
Advisor: Dr. Guarionex Salivia

Richael O. Wiafe, Mankato, MN
Electrical Engineering
Advisor: Dr. Vincent Zhang

Mohamed N. Zakariya, Egypt
Physics
Advisor: Dr. Jorge Mendez

Degree: Professional Science Masters
Michael Assefa, Mankato, MN
Information Security and Risk Management
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos

Pranwab Chhettri, Rosemount, MN
Information Security and Risk Management
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos

Spencer T. Condon, Kasson, MN
Engineering Management
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Adama Y. Doumbouya, Faribault, MN
Engineering Management
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

David C. Evans, Mankato, MN
Engineering Management
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Ashley M. Folden-Ecker, Mankato, MN
Engineering Management
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Arielle Larissa Nono Kamto, Mankato, MN
Engineering Management
Advisor: Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal

Pika Pokharel, Burnsville, MN
Information Security and Risk Management
Advisor: Dr. Christophe Veltsos

DEPARTMENT OF AUTOMOTIVE AND 
MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY
Professor Gary Mead, Chairperson

Major: Automotive Engineering Technology

Michael P. Adascheck, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Cum Laude

Mitchel O. Barr, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ezra R. Craven, B.S., Rochester, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Tyler Galaski, B.S., Eagan, MN
Joseph C. Iversen, B.S., Robins, IA
Keith E. Kubat, B.S., Waseca, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas W. Lehne, B.S., Mankato, MN
Victoria L. Majeski, B.S., Amboy, MN
Cory Miller, B.S., Waunakee, WI
Kadin Mott, B.S., Mankato, MN
Drew Paulsen, B.S., Granville, IA
Cum Laude
Eric R. Summers, B.S., Virginia, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Thomas R. Zellmer, B.S., Mahtomedi, MN

Major: Manufacturing Engineering Technology

Travis J. Barrett, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cameron C. Jahns, B.S., Hudson, WI
Levi J. Johnson, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Nicholas E. Kafer, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Asif A. Razi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Stephanie Shelton, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Blake A. Van Veldhuizen, B.S., Oskaloosa, IA
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Professor Tim Secott, Chairperson

Major: Agricultural Science

Andrew W. Mulso, B.S., Marshall, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Madeline M. Wersal, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Biology

Nicholas M. Abrahamson, B.S., Oakdale, MN
Mowuko I. Amoussou-Kpakpa, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Abigail J. Braatz, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Katie Bracken, B.S., Iowa City, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Matthew M. Bromann, B.S., Mankato, MN
Alex J. Calli-Wehrman, B.S., Marshfield, WI
Marsha Chase, B.S., Jacksonville, FL
Dekangyan Chen, B.S., Robbinsdale, MN
Annemarie K. Chiodo, B.S., Chaska, MN
Carah R. Drees, B.S., Sloan, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Julia L. Engelhardt, B.S., North Mankato, MN
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Francis W. Fuenffinger, B.S., Mountain Iron, MN
Taylor L. Grossen, B.S., Cuba City, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Jack S. Gute, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cierra M. Haas, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Kaylyn M. Haeg, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Ashton G. Hames, B.S., Courtland, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cora C. Hanson, B.S., Sacred Heart, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Calleigh N. Hillmer, B.S., Welcome, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Addison J. Hoffman, B.S., Hastings, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Nick M. Huynh, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hana E. Jemal, B.S., Mankato, MN
Tanner J. Kelm, B.S., Hudson, WI
Cum Laude
Meghan Larson, B.S., Clearwater, MN
Riley R. Lehmer, B.S., Blair, NE
Magna Cum Laude
Nicolas Leo, B.S., Ankeny, IA
Cum Laude
Abbey I. Levitt, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Riley A. Loughlin, B.S., Hudson, WI
Ashley J. Marchessault, B.S., Savage, MN
Cum Laude
Lauren K. Miller, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Eni Muca, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cathrine F. Mukamuri, B.S., Mankato, MN
Briana M. Naughton, B.S., West St. Paul, MN
Jack H. Nelson, B.S., Cambridge, MN
Roman J. Parpart, B.S., Waconia, MN
Cum Laude
Kayla K. Reeves, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Lindsay M. Roberts, B.S., Andover, MN
Victoria R. Sandberg, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ezra I. Smith, B.S., Adams, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaley A. Springman, B.S., Forest Lake, MN
Abbi Stafslien-Dumale, B.S., La Crosse, WI
Cum Laude
Gaolia L. Thao, B.S., Andover, MN
Olamide M. Tijani, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jordan B. Unrau, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Joshua J. Vetter, B.S., Madison Lake, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Chloe S. Walton, B.S., La Crescent, MN

Madeline M. Wersal, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaela R. Wierenga, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude
Logan E. Winch, B.S., Mankato, MN

Major: Biotechnology

Vanessa T. Huynh, B.S., Blaine, MN
Hyunah Kang, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Environmental Science

Camryn M. Allex, B.S., Marshall, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jack C. Brown, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Cortiney M. Galuska, B.S., Rochester, MN
Adam M. Helder, B.S., Janesville, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Food Science Technology

Olivia E. Amoussou Guenou, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Cum Laude
Zoe M. Rivard, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Medical Laboratory Science

Carson N. Andrews, B.S., Zimmerman, MN
Lydia G. Ehret, B.S., Lyle, MN
Beth M. Gubrud, B.S., Jordan, MN
Cum Laude
Tyler D. Kiecker, B.S., Winthrop, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abby L. Maruska, B.S., Clear Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Yakub H. Mohamud, B.S., Willmar, MN
Cum Laude
Kristopher A. Plath, B.S., Becker, MN
Megan R. Rabe, B.S., Fond Du Lac, WI
Andrew E. Spielvogel, B.S., Appleton, WI
Vannara Um, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY, 
CHEMISTRY AND GEOLOGY
Professor Daniel Swart, Chairperson

Major: Biochemistry

Emilie M. Greene, B.S., Stillwater, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Stephanie M. Hanfler, B.S., Little Falls, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Maxwell B. Lenett, B.S., Fox Point, WI
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Lyric E. Lopez-Kohler, B.A., Round Rock, TX
Carson S. Morris, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Morgan L. Rud, B.A., Mondovi, WI
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Chemistry Teaching

Ashley K. Flynn, B.S., Sioux City, IA
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Chemistry: ACS

Sophie L. Erickson, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Lauren N. Schauer, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Geology

Brady W. Haukos, B.S., Plymouth, MN

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER 
INFORMATION SCIENCE
Professor Sarah Kruse, Chairperson

Major: Computer Application Development

Damien T. Carlson, B.A.S., Norwood Young America, MN

Major: Computer Information Technology

Mercy Ayesiza, B.S., Mankato, MN
Tamer G. Ayoub, B.S., Farmington, MN
Devin H. Baker, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Hanan J. Basha, B.S., Mankato, MN
Benie M. Bebela, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Satish Bhattarai, B.S., Eden Prarie, MN
Daniel G. Chambers, B.S., Lake City, MN
Philip P. Chervenak, B.S., North St. Paul, MN
Kaleb J. Cohoon, B.S., Princeton, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kerkulah M. Collins, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Brandon N. Ekema, B.S., Mankato, MN
Nebiyu Eteffa, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kaleab G. Fetene, B.S., Mankato, MN
Jeremy F. Fischer, B.S., Fridley, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Luke W. Fradgley, B.S., Northfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
George E. Gerogeorge, B.S., Chanhassen, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Shane R. Gray, B.S., Marshall, MN
Ryan Hix-Wilking, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Joe K. Itoh, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Jared A. Johnson, B.S., Dodge Center, MN
Cum Laude
Benoit Kabwar, B.S., Mankato, MN

Edward L. Kiawoin, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Danny Le, B.S., Mankato, MN
Menjina Maharjan, B.S., Mankato, MN
Junaid Malik, B.S., Mankato, MN
Dmitri A. Markham, B.S., Jordan, MN, 
Zebiba N. Ousman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Nitin Paudel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Simen P. Restad, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Ebenezer A. Sefenu, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ashutosh Sharma, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Emmanuella A. Shokare, B.S., Mankato, MN
Diya Shrestha, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Diyana Shrestha, B.S., Mankato, MN
Nirmal Thapa, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Dat H. Tran, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Michael C. Uwaoma, B.S., Roseville, MN
David J. White, B.S., Crystal, MN
Cum Laude
Jeffrey K. Xiong, B.S., Maplewood, MN

Major: Computer Science

Yadel A. Assefa, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Joseph W. Bigger, B.S., Alexandria, MN
Cum Laude
Marilyn Croffie, B.S., Mankato, MN
Christopher A. Garritty, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Afnan M. Husain, B.S., Mankato, MN
Maeva Noura S. Lago, B.S., Mankato, MN
Lars R. Osmon, B.S., New London, MN
Wen Sun, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Wengel A. Tsegaselassie, B.S., Takoma Park, MD
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Health Informatics

Zebiba N. Ousman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mia L. Preuhs, B.S., Le Sueur, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Management Information Systems

Yusuf H. Abdinoor, B.S., Chaska, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Mohamed Adam, B.S., Mankato, MN
Hayat A. Kimo, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Hamza A. Muse, B.S., Columbia Heights, MN
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Betelehem N. Nabiyeliuel, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jonghyun Oh, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Prasad V. Pol, B.S., Mankato, MN

DEPARTMENT OF CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT
Professor Brian Wasserman, Chairperson

Major: Construction Management

Salem Alyami, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Cody J. Ball, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Will Beake, B.S., Antioch, IL
Charles T. Beauchamp, B.S., Princeton, MN
Eric L. Brugioni, B.S., Lake Villa, IL
Dylan Butts, B.S., Bensenville, IL
Kyle R. Cavanaugh, B.S., Caledonia, MN
Griffin Doughty, B.S., Plainview, MN
Cum Laude
Zach M. Dubay, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Kassandra W. Durst, B.S., Rochester, MN
Matthew C. Fiegen, B.S., Canton, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Yishak Gebremichael, B.S., Mankato, MN
Matthew J. Getchman, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cole K. Gille, B.S., Sobieski, WI
Cum Laude
Kaitlyn P. Harper, B.S., Princeton, MN
Cum Laude
Mohamed A. Hassan, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Alexis Herrera, B.S., Waseca, MN
Tylar J. Holmgren, B.S., Marshall, MN
Mustafa N. Hussein, B.S., Mankato, MN
Nicholas J. Johnson, B.S., Kilkenny, MN
Spencer S. Kajer, B.S., New Prague, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Lebogang Kekana, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Connor J. Kennedy, B.S., Altura, MN
Cum Laude
Cody J. Kolb, B.S., East Bethel, MN
Colten L. Kraling, B.S., Preston, MN
Jacob R. Miller, B.S., Lake Benton, MN
John T. Nygaard, B.S., Waconia, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Luke M. Olmanson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Griffin D. Olson, B.S., Holdingford, MN
Alex J. Peeters, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ryan J. Possley, B.S., Green Bay, WI
Brock A. Reese, B.S., Hartford, SD
Juan P. Restrepo, B.S., Minneapolis, MN

Juan C. Sanchez Garcia, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Hailey S. Schwieger, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Cum Laude
Drew A. Sime, B.S., Caledonia, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Bryce T. Simon, B.S., Webster, MN
Cum Laude
Hunter P. Spitzer, B.S., St. Charles, MN
Ben B. Streeter, B.S., Hastings, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jackson J. Stueber, B.S., Zumbrota, MN
Michaela R. Sylvester, B.S., Glencoe, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samuel D. Terwey, B.S., St. Michael, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Samuel S. Thompson, B.S., Menomonie, WI
Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY
Professor Xuanhui Wu, Chairperson

Major: Computer Engineering

Aswathy M. Ajay, B.S.C.E., Bloomington, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Abdulkhalek N. Dawood, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Siene Haq, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Jacob C. Kelly, B.S.C.E., Chanhassen, MN
Kelby Kramer, B.S.C.E., Rock Springs, WY
Cum Laude
Ty A. Lancaster, B.S.C.E., Clarissa, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Isla D. Romleski, B.S.C.E., Belle Plaine, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Colin F. Roskos, B.S.C.E., Forest Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ahmed T. Salama, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Beda R. Sapkota, B.S.C.E., Lino Lakes, MN
Walker E. Spier, B.S.C.E., Caledonia, MN
Kulule D. Tolu, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN

Major: Computer Engineering Technology

Kee J. Lee, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Herbert B. Morrison, B.S., Rogers, MN
Michael Quaye, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ricky Y. Thao, B.S., Brooklyn Center, MN

Major: Electrical Engineering

Nuhamin G. Deyaso, B.S.E.E., Mankato, MN
Brandon B. Leyde, B.S.E.E., South St. Paul, MN
Ethan D. Markgraf, B.S.E.E., New Ulm, MN
Magna Cum Laude
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Nathan Muzungu, B.S.E.E., Mankato, MN
Brian S. Rud, B.S.E.E., Rochester, MN
Cum Laude
Hayat B. Shikur, B.S.E.E., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude

Major: Electrical Engineering Technology

Kevin J. Christian, B.S., Stewartville, MN
Mitchell T. Gould, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Kee J. Lee, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Tommy Z. Yang, B.S., Maplewood, MN

DEPARTMENT OF INTEGRATED ENGINEERING
Professor Rebecca Bates, Chairperson

Major: Integrated Engineering

Ashley R. Aho, B.S.E., Virginia, MN
Cum Laude
Daniel R. Armstrong, B.S.E., Lakeville, MN
Dalton V. Auel, B.S.E., Gilbert, MN
Katherine A. Bily, B.S.E., Plymouth, MN
Tennyson M. Buchholz, B.S.E., Portsmouth, VA
Samuel T. Day, B.S.E., Minneapolis, MN
Brendan D. Dykes, B.S.E., Eagan, MN
Devon Edwards, B.S.E., Fredericksburg, VA
Ryan Fenton, B.S.E., Arvada, CO
Wyatt Haugan, B.S.E., Two Harbors, MN
Stefen E. Johansen, B.S.E., Angora, MN
Cum Laude
Zachary R. Johnson, B.S.E., Gilbert, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Joseph J. Kanipes, B.S.E., Hibbing, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cosku D. Kaplan, B.S.E., Minneapolis, MN
Gabriel Labrado, B.S.E., San Francisco, CA
Kevin T. Lee, B.S.E., Maplewood, MN
Carter M. Martinson, B.S.E., Mountain Iron, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Trevor R. Mattson, B.S.E., Ely, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Sam A. Merchant, B.S.E., Dellwood, MN
Cum Laude
Mary A. Monsen, B.S.E., Chaska, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Yeng H. Moua, B.S.E., North St. Paul, MN
John Nutt, B.S.E., Bloomington, MN
Kendra M. Odendahl, B.S.E., Lakeville, MN
Domini A. Opp, B.S.E., Biwabik, MN
Cum Laude
Joseph D. Paolo, B.S.E., Hibbing, MN
Krystal N. Paul, B.S.E., Schertz, TX
Cum Laude
Benjamin C. Pettinelli, B.S.E., Virginia, MN

Shawn N. Potvin, B.S.E., Bloomington, MN
Skyler Remillard-Williams, B.S.E., Santa Cruz, CA
Ryan J. Rice, B.S.E., Hibbing, MN
Reese J. Rohweder, B.S.E., Hermantown, MN
Shay Rossignol, B.S.E., Denver, CO
Cum Laude
Katherine A. Scherf, B.S.E., Britt, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Dane T. Sepin, B.S.E., Boy River, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Franz G. Sherman, B.S.E., St. Paul, MN
Bamlak D. Zewdie, B.S.E., Eagan, MN

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS 
AND STATISTICS
Professor Ruijan Zhao, Chairperson

Major: Mathematics

Chiapo Lucrece L. Allepo, B.S., Mankato, MN
Quyen T. Nguyen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Major: Mathematics Teaching

Bridgett L. Johnson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Keegan A. Titus, B.S., Madelia, MN
Jacob D. Weber, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN

Major: Statistics

Mphatso R. Banda, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jacob E. Callahan, B.S., Fountain City, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Eddle Mohamud, B.S., Mankato, MN
Quyen T. Nguyen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kortney N. Southwick, B.S., Janesville, MN
Summa Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING
Professor Farhad Reza, Chairperson

Major: Civil Engineering

Omar A. Abdelati, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Abdulla O. Alishaqi, B.S.C.E., Lakeville, MN
Kailyn J. Arps, B.S.C.E., West Bend, WI
Darrius A. Bahr, B.S.C.E., Belle Plaine, MN
Trent T. Carpenter, B.S.C.E., Grimes, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Elissa Cook, B.S.C.E., Owatonna, MN
Michael Corsaro, B.S.C.E., Lake in the Hill, IL
Cum Laude
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Kwame S. Djadja-Avonyo, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Jake P. Ebert, B.S.C.E., Menomonie, WI
Cum Laude
Adam J. Feyereisen, B.S.C.E., River Falls, WI
Payton M. Hagar, B.S.C.E., Ellisville, MO
Cum Laude
Luke A. Halstead, B.S.C.E., St. Bonifacius, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sawyer Hander, B.S.C.E., St. Charles, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Molly M. Hill, B.S.C.E., Chisago City, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Shayne M. Imre, B.S.C.E., Big Lake, MN
Joshua J. James, B.S.C.E., Hoyt Lakes, MN
Cherno Jeng, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Dikshya Karki, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Bridger R. Kraye, B.S.C.E., Box Elder, SD
Cum Laude
Nolan J. Mattison, B.S.C.E., Mapleton, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Bryce M. McConville, B.S.C.E., Big Lake, MN
Nathaniel Musial, B.S.C.E., Brooklyn Park, MN
Henry J. Pagel, B.S.C.E., Eagan, MN
Tyson T. Peitz, B.S.C.E., Cologne, MN
Davis J. Peterson, B.S.C.E., Jordan, MN
Madeline K. Richling, B.S.C.E., North Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jakob R. Rusten, B.S.C.E., Glencoe, MN
John W. Ryther, B.S.C.E., Austin, MN
Zane T. Sadauskis, B.S.C.E., Albert Lea, MN
Grey A. Severson, B.S.C.E., Monticello, MN
Hagilan T Mohan, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Phuc Vinh, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Gomoson T. Wonosikou, B.S.C.E., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Mechanical Engineering

Ahmad M. Almahasheir, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Abraham Amare, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Seth Anderson, B.S.M.E., Lakeville, MN
Dillon A. Bergmann, B.S.M.E., Lake Elmo, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Tinbit Betre, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Kade C. Brandel, B.S.M.E., Madison Lake, MN
Caleb P. Bultman, B.S.M.E., Waseca, MN
Ben N. Cleary, B.S.M.E., Savage, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Chase J. Devitt, B.S.M.E., Ida Grove, IA
Jacob M. Edholm, B.S.M.E., Rochester, MN
Evan P. Foss, B.S.M.E., Hugo, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Collin A. Frieler, B.S.M.E., Paynesville, MN
Cum Laude
Carson Giefer, B.S.M.E., New Ulm, MN
Cum Laude
William C. Gleason, Jr., B.S.M.E., Hopkins, MN
Jaydon D. Hiemstra, B.S.M.E., Baudette, MN
Bilal A. Jama, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Sudip K. KC, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Dillon R. Keenan, B.S.M.E., Burnsville, MN
Samuel D. Komonosky, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Matthew A. Kubitz, B.S.M.E., Crystal Lake, IL
Thomas A. Kucera, B.S.M.E., Blaine, MN
Michael Le, B.S.M.E., Shakopee, MN
Joshua A. Meinert, B.S.M.E., Andover, MN
Pratyush Mishra, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Brandan A. Monio, B.S.M.E., Lakeville, MN
Cum Laude
Terrence E. Moore, B.S.M.E., Madelia, MN
Zogouri P. Onezou, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Pierre T. Ouattara, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Alexander J. Puckett, B.S.M.E., North Branch, MN
Mirza A. Rashid, B.S.M.E., St. Paul, MN
Jonathan R. Root, B.S.M.E., Mantorville, MN
Luke R. Russell, B.S.M.E., Maple Grove, MN
Juan P. Sanchez Cubillos, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Jayla L. Schultz, B.S.M.E., Lakeville, MN
Christian G. Senior, B.S.M.E., Chanhassen, MN
Sopie E. Sika, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Junwon Song, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN
Mikiya Takahashi, B.S.M.E., Japan
Cum Laude
Travis B. Trettin, B.S.M.E., Buffalo Lake, MN
Max R. Villnow, B.S.M.E., Amherst, WI
Emma Ward, B.S.M.E., Angora, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Pavel Yablochkin, B.S.M.E., Prior Lake, MN
Jean M. Yao, B.S.M.E., Mankato, MN

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
Professor Thomas Brown, Chairperson

Major: Physics

Larissa K. Rucker, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Samantha A. Sunnarborg, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 
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Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 
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Program
Saturday, May 6, 2023 

12:00 p.m.
Prelude Music

Processional March
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar

National Anthem Dr. Stephanie Thorpe, Conductor
Chamber Choir Ensemble, Department of Music

Greetings Dr. Edward Inch
  President

Greetings Trustee Tim Huebsch
  Minnesota State

Student Speakers Abigail and Noemi Vazquez-Cruz 
  Masters of Science, Counseling and Student Personnel  

  Elijah Lewis
Bachelor of Science, Elementary Education

Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Alumni Association Brian Zins
  Director, Alumni Relations
Recessional (Please remain seated.)

“Hornpipe” from Water Music George Frederic Handel
Celebration Kool & The Gang

Musicians Dr. Amy K. Roisum Foley, Conductor
Bryce Barrie, Tuba

Kyle Johnson, Piano
Patrick Karl, Alto Saxophone 

Takuto Koseki, Trumpet
Devon Osman, Trumpet

Sophie Seegar, Drumset
McKenna Slattery, Trombone

Michael Thursby, Director
Maverick Machine Athletic Band

  

Music arranged by Dr. Douglas Snapp and Dr. Michael Olson
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Platform Guests

Procession Participants
Professors
Beth Beschorner
Diane Coursol
Karen Eastman
Jason Kaufman
Scott Page
Alexandra Panahon
Amy Scheuermann

Associate Professors
Kyena Cornelius
Kerry Diekmann
David Kimori
Ann Miller
Tracy Peed
Mark Savignano
Dana Wagner

Assistant Professors
Patricia Arnold
Luz Carime Bersh
Rebekah Degener
Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad
Kerrigan Mahoney
Belle Nelson
Ruby Owiny
Lisa Vasquez

LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING

Professor
Casey Duevel

Edward Inch
President

David Hood
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Lynn Akey
Vice President for Student Success, Analytics, 
and Integrated Planning

Jean Haar
Dean, College of Education

Tim Huebsch
Trustee, Minnesota State

Mark Johnson
Vice President for Information Technology and 
Chief Information Officer

David Jones
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management

Henry Morris
Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Kent Stanley
Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka
Vice President for Finance and Administration

Lisa Vasquez
Faculty Honor Marshall
Assistant Professor, Department of Elementary and Literacy 
Education 

Jennifer Veltsos
Interim Associate Vice President for Curriculum and 
Dean of Graduate Studies

Brian Zins
Director, Alumni Relations
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Jean Haar, Dean

GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Jennifer Veltsos, Interim Dean

Degree: Doctor of Education
Sara B. Leigh, Eden Prairie, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz DeSantiago-Fjelstad

Degree: Master of Arts in Teaching
Christopher N. Magner, Mankato, MN
Education
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Andrea Sherman, Brooklyn Park, MN
Education
Advisor: Dr. Mark Savignano

Degree: Master of Science
Aisha A. Abdi, St. Paul, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Lindsey R. Ahlers, Brooklyn Park, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Jonathan D. Anderson, Lakeville, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Sarah J. Andrews, Winona, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Kendyl Baumgart, Shakopee, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Helen B. Bednar, Le Center, MN
Education Technology
Advisor: Dr. Mark Savignano

Jamie Benson, Maple Grove, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Rebekah Degener

Anne L. Bester, South St. Paul, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Allison K. Beyerstedt, Winona, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Claire Boatman, Lakeville, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Andrew R. Boman, Faribault, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Tiffany N. Bredeson, Sleepy Eye, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Alexandra Panahon

Kiera L. Bridley, Webster, WI
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Leah S. Brownrigg, Austin, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Johnson

Paige R. Burnham, St. Peter, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Alexandra Panahon

Anna R. Burns Whooley, Janesville, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Alison M. Clark, Coon Rapids, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Sarah A. Coleman, Richfi eld, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Maggie A. Cooper, Plymouth, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Olivia M. Cradle, Bloomington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Cassie A. Cummiskey, St. Peter, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Elizabeth L. Denn, Eagle Lake, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Rachel Emilie D. Domingue, Canada
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol
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Karina F. Doran, Hayward, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

ElijahJuan S. Dotts, Elbow Lake, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Kristie M. Dustin, Waconia, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Stephanie N. Eckardt, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Isla R. Ekstam, Bondurant, IA
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Laura L. Elfert, Crystal, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Ashley M. Genelin, Le Center, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Aaron Deris

Nicole M. Gillitzer, Eden Prairie, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Rebekah Degener

Brittany T. Goebel, Freeport, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Chloe M. Gohman, Northfield, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Ryan T. Guenther, Faribault, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Johanna M. Hanneman, Hutchinson, MN
School Library and Information Studies
Advisor: Belle Nelson

Candace Havey, Moorhead, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Johnson

Kyle C. Hawe, Red Wing, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Merabeth M. Heinitz, Spirit Lake, IA
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Jessica J. Henrichs, North Mankato, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Darin B. Hinckley, Bemidji, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Tara A. Holmin, Farmington, MN
Education Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kerrigan Mahoney

Emily M. Jaeger, Mapleton, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol

Kara A. Janski, South Haven, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Scott Page

Sydney L. Johansen, Tyler, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Ann Miller

Amanda J. Johnson, Plymouth, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Colum

Ellie Johnson, Lanesboro, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Ann Miller

Demi Jones, Jacksonville, FL
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol

Zachary P. Karelis, Brainerd, MN
Education Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kerrigan Mahoney

Shawna A. Keating, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis

Joshua T. Kell, Zumbrota, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Ann Miller

Julie A. Kendrick, Minnetrista, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Sara D. Kessler, Otsego, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Aaron Deris

Amy R. King, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Kerry Diekmann

Samantha K. Klukow, Emmons, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Kalli M. Koepp, Belle Plaine, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Garrett L. Laakkonen, Minneapolis, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Rebecca A. Larson, Madison Lake, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Wren P. Leith, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracie Rutherford Self

Kimberley A. Lewis, Cottage Grove, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Amy L. Luehman, Brooklyn Park, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Sussana R. Machinga, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis
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Sandra L. Malo, Fairmont, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Ricky J. Mariner, North Mankato, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Johnson

Ashley Mason, Blaine, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis

Brian G. Massie, Jr., Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Emma McCollum, Faribault, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Brennah R. McCorkell, Dennison, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Kerry Diekmann

Morgan R. McKindles, Hopkins, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Johnson

Kaitlyn S. Meineke, Albert Lea, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Lowra L. Mentele, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracie Rutherford Self

Sara A. Merfeld, Hibbing, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Erin C. Micklin, Ramsey, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Brittany A. Mills, Bloomington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Sydney B. Mortenson, Mountain Lake, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

James W. Mrozek, Jr., Bloomington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Sophia M. Myllykangas, Brooklyn Park, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Alana R. Nelson, Minneapolis, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Rebekah Degener

Auna Nelson, Faribault, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Kelly Nelson, Worthington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Sammy J. Nelson, Delano, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Lauren M. Netzke, Minnetonka, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Aaron Deris

Emily E. Nibbe, Farmington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Peyton Obermier, Waverly, IA
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Ann Miller

Monica Ocampo, Albert Lea, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Laki S. Omar, Chaska, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Bernadeia Johnson

Ivy R. Packard, Rhinelander, WI
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracie Rutherford Self

Megan R. Pahl, North Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Lewis

Andraya T. Parenteau, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Rebecca S. Pauly, Jordan, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Brett Pederson, Hopkins, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Ashley Peterson, Somerset, WI
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Rebekah Degener

Amber L. Pfromm, Maplewood, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Ashley G. Rand, Circle Pines, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Aaron Deris

Breanna C. Rauch, Cottage Grove, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Gabrielle S. Rauchwarter, Minnetonka, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Erica L. Reindl, Faribault, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Colin J. Roberge, Waterloo, NE
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Marina A. Rodriguez, Woodbury, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Alexandra Panahon

Phonlawut Samarnkiatsakul, Thailand
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman
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Chelsea Schaffer, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol

Shayna V. Schreiber-Ziriax, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Ann Miller

Emily A. Schroeer, Bagley, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Mariah J. Schwecke, Maple Plain, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Nathan A. Searcey, Gillette, WY
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Amanda M. Sickler, Lake Crystal, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Terise M. Sjostrand, Farmington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Morgan Small, St. Paul, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Amanda L. Smith, Elgin, IA
Education Technology
Advisor: Dr. Mark Savignano

Ryan B. Strelow, Jordan, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Cassandra M. Sundell, Mankato, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Jennifer K. Tandberg, Eagan, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Katherine E. Tauer, Northfield, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Sarah R. Thedens, Stacy, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Stephen N. Thomas, Mankato, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Troy N. Thompson, St. Joseph, MN
Teaching and Learning
Advisor: Dr. Amy Scheuermann

Alexandra M. Tipka, Litchfield, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Courtney J. Van Beck, Farmington, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman

Sara M. Van Regenmorter, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol

Abigail M. Vazquez Cruz, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Noemi S. Vazquez Cruz, Mankato, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracy Peed

Celia J. Veldhuis-Kroeze, Rosemount, MN
Reading
Advisor: Dr. Peggy Ballard

Chelsea K. Voth, Goodhue, MN
Elementary Education
Advisor: Dr. Beth Beschorner

Sarah M. Wahlstrom, Granite Falls, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Dani M. Webster, Prior Lake, MN
Education Technology
Advisor: Dr. Kerrigan Mahoney

Megan T. Weidell, Newport, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Sean Wachsmuth

Noah M. Weiers, Le Center, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracie Rutherford Self

Ashonte D. White, Mankato, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Jason Kaufman

Madison M. Whitver, Glidden, IA
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Diane Coursol

Tessa R. Williams, Andover, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Meghan K. Wilson, Rockford, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Dana Wagner

Keara J. Wingert, Chanhassen, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Evan Bibbee

Keara J. Wingert, Chanhassen, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Johnson

Holly J. Wolle, St. James, MN
Counseling and Student Personnel
Advisor: Dr. Tracie Rutherford Self

Anthony Yang, Vadnais Heights, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Kyena Cornelius

Lara Zimmerli, Waldorf, MN
Special Education
Advisor: Dr. Karen Eastman
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Degree: Specialist
Adefarati A. Alabi, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Katie N. Brandenburg, Watertown, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Christina Brantner, Lakeville, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Peirre Conwell, St. Paul, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Ryan P. Dehnel, Apple Valley, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Theresa Exenberger, Chanhassen, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz DeSantiago-Fjelstad

Angelo Grant, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Tiffany Harris, Andover, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Alison Kopp, Eden Prairie, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Erik B. Kottom, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz DeSantiago-Fjelstad

Evelyn Lashley, St. Louis Park, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Cameron L. McWhorter, Roseville, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Steven J. Paster, St. Paul, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Alison L. Shook, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Lucinda C. Stelle, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz DeSantiago-Fjelstad

Elle Strike, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Logan E. Swann, Morgan, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Timothy R. Warren, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

Nancy L. Wiley, Minneapolis, MN
Educational Leadership
Advisor: Dr. Beatriz Desantiago-Fjelstad

DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION
Instructor Jeffrey Peterson, Chairperson

Major: Aviation

Mohammed A. Al Zahir, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ammar T. Alabdulkareem, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ahmed Alahmari, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Faisal A. Alanazi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Nawaf K. Alassimy, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abdullah M. Alattas, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Nawaf Alawfi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Mohammad H. Alharthi, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Mohammed A. Almadani, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Saud M. Almhmody, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Khalid Almutairi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abdulaziz Alnassar, B.S., Mankato, MN
Khaled Q. Alqahtani, B.S., Saudi Arabia
Summa Cum Laude
Abdulmohsen H. Alrehaili, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abdulrahman B. Alsaggaf, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ali R. Alshehri, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hassan A. Alshihri, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abdullah A. Alzahrani, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alhusam H. Alzahrani, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Luay A. Alzahrani, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Anas Bahashwan, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jacqueline A. Baldwin, B.S., Eagan, MN,
Tyler G. Bechtold-Bartholomew, B.S., Albertville, MN
Cum Laude
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Benjamin J. Blazei, B.S., Brookfield, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Sultan T. Bokari, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kyle C. Bongartz, B.S., Ramsey, MN
David A. Bragg, B.S., Excelsior, MN
Cum Laude
Simon R. Brehm, B.S., Edgar, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Quinlan L. Brogdon, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Lendale X. Bui, B.S., Mendota Heights, MN
Cum Laude
Anthony M. Capra, B.S., Denver, CO
Summa Cum Laude
Jonathan Charlton, B.S., Mankato, MN
Rufaro B. Chingozho, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samantha J. Cooper, B.S., Dayton, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jackson D. Cudd, B.S., River Falls, WI
Cum Laude
John P. Daly, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Austin J. Dauplaise, B.S., Saginaw, MN
Zachary J. de la Cruz, B.S., Amery, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Allison O. Devereaux, B.S., Pomeroy, IA
Cum Laude
Mari A. Dougherty, B.S., Farmington, MN
Mayte K. Draper, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Samuel K. Duffour, B.S., Mankato, MN
Michael D. Dyer, B.S., Mankato, MN
Mohammed H. Faqihi, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cole C. Forgey, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Calla A. Frank, B.S., Hugo, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin M. George, B.S., Ramsey, MN
Cum Laude
Austin P. Gilson, B.S., Comstock, WI
Cum Laude
Kjerstin S. Haeny, B.S., St. Cloud, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Hugh H. Hanig, B.S., Merrill, WI
Cum Laude
Brodie R. Hansen, B.S., Cannon Falls, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Antonio D. Haskell, B.S., Brooklyn Center, MN
Hunter J. Hedlund, B.S., Hampton, MN
Cum Laude

John D. Heisel, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Derek J. Helgerson, B.S., Viroqua, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Webster H. Humphreys, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Adam W. Johnson, B.S., Cannon Falls, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cody A. Johnson, B.S., Chisago City, MN
Jeremiah Khat, B.S., North Sioux City, SD
Yoorim Kim, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Nicholas J. Klepinger, B.S., Corcoran, MN
Kess K. Klouser, B.S., Lake City, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alex S. Koch, B.S., Chaska, MN,
Brandi Koch, B.S., Waukesha, WI
Riley J. Koosman, B.S., Dresser, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Gabrielle Kramer, B.S., Fargo, ND
Summa Cum Laude
Jacob J. Kulig, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Lauren S. Lansfeldt, B.S., Hudson, WI
Cum Laude
Nolan B. Marshall, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Joey W. Novak, B.S., Pine City, MN
Connor P. O’Leary, B.S., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Wyatt A. Olson, B.S., Colfax, WI
Cum Laude
Zoran A. Onditi, B.S., Champlin, MN
Carter L. Owen, B.S., West Des Moines, IA
Summa Cum Laude
CheolHwan Park, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Cum Laude
Sarvesh S. Parte, B.S., Mankato, MN
Tyler M. Pickel, B.S., Madison, WI
Cum Laude
Justin Prince, B.S., Buffalo, MN
Cum Laude
Jacob Rangitsch, B.S., Dellwood, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Riley M. Reistad, B.S., Faribault, MN
Benjamin Sarvis, B.S., Indianola, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Chad L. Savard, B.S., Roseville, MN
Allen P. Schaffer, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Michael J. Sensenbrenner, B.S., Sun Prairie, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Jake J. Sernett, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Mary R. Sikulu, B.S., Hudson, WI
Magna Cum Laude
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Jacob J. Simon, B.S., San Tan Valley, AZ
Drew J. Sowle, B.S., Camanche, IA
Cum Laude
Wildjy C. Sunel, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Cum Laude
Jackson P. Swita, B.S., Mosinee, WI
Cum Laude
Taylor J. Tirrel, B.S., River Falls, WI
Benjamin J. Walters, B.S., Chaska, MN,
Owen W. Werner, B.S., Farmington, MN
Cum Laude
Matthew J. Wettstone, B.S., Bloomington, IL
Cum Laude
Erik T. Ziegler, B.S., Ham Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Evan P. Zwickey, B.S., Bozeman, MT

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL STUDIES: 
ELEMENTARY AND LITERACY EDUCATION
Professor Beth Beschorner, Chairperson

Major: Elementary Education

Elsie K. Ames, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Sonja M. Annis, B.S., Roscoe, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Taylor M. Archambault, B.S., Hastings, MN
Maria D. Barnard, B.S., Savage, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Rachel L. Benedix, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Bailey L. Berge, B.S., Mantorville, MN
Cum Laude
Sierra E. Birkland, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Claire M. Borne, B.S., Richfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Reno Bredahl, B.S., Delano, MN
Cum Laude
Bryant L. Brunz, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samuel T. Clark, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude
Margaret M. Donahue, B.S., Winona, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Keaten Ell, B.S., Spearfish, SD
Sydney N. Farber, B.S., Ham Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Bailee M. Glass, B.S., Savage, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Darby T. Grengs, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Chloe Gross, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Gabrielle D. Guimond, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jenna Lee M. Gustafson, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Magna Cum Laude
MaKynna J. Heimer, B.S., St. Charles, MN
Cum Laude
Madeline E. Jacobson, B.S., Brandon, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Caitlyn J. Johnson, B.S., Redwood Falls, MN
Summa Cum Laude
BrookeLynn Jordan, B.S., Waconia, MN
Cum Laude
Kaylee A. Klang, B.S., Duluth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Dakotah J. Kloek, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Natalie K. Laciskey, B.S., Blaine, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alison A. Leighton, B.S., Corcoran, MN
Elijah J. Lewis, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Maddison R. Lindner, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Megan K. Marcinkevich, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Adya Markham, B.S., Jordan, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlin J. McDonald, B.S., Sauk Rapids, MN
Cum Laude
Emma F. Mishler, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Danielle A. Modrynski, B.S., Richfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Zoe A. Morrissey, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude
Paula A. Nagengast, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alexander K. Nowack, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Victoria L. Pietsch, B.S., Madelia, MN
Megan A. Remes, B.S., Delavan, MN
Cum Laude
Mayra B. Rendon-Espinoza, B.S., Richfield, MN
Erica L. Rettinger, B.S., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Derek D. Rolf, B.S., Waconia, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ashlyn K. Rosenberg, B.S., Mankato, MN
Allie Schmitt-Morris, B.S., Coralville, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Kasja K. Schumann, B.S., Buffalo, MN
Cum Laude
Avery H. Segebarth, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Elizabeth M. Shaul, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Magna Cum Laude



53

C
o

ll
eg

e 
o

f 
Ed

u
c

at
io

n

Madison I. Shoultz, B.S., Litchfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Carter J. Simms, B.S., Eagan, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emily R. Taylor, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Louis D. Teerlinck, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Emma B. Thomas, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Darian L. Thompson, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Skyler Turek, B.S., Welch, MN
Cum Laude
Paige A. Vancura, B.S., Windom, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Emily R. Westerback, B.S., Northfield, MN
Cum Laude
Allison K. Wolle, B.S., St. James, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jessica L. Woratschka, B.S., St. James, MN
Cum Laude
Allison Yezek, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Yan Yuan, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Cum Laude
Taylor N. Zabel, B.S., Andover, MN
Klaire E. Zellmann, B.S., Nya, MN
Summa Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
Professor Aaron Deris, Chairperson

Major: Special Education: Academic and 
Behavioral Strategist

Hayat A. Abdilahi, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Samantha R. Bubalo, B.S., Andover, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abigail L. Ellis, B.S., Otsego, MN,
Kaitlyn M. Greenough, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kassandra K. Hammond, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Megan C. Johnson, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Lexie M. Kromminga, B.S., Rochester, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kathleen M. Kurth, B.S., Chaska, MN,
Ash Larson, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Jordyn F. Manderscheid, B.S., Hutchinson, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Isabel A. Mattick, B.S., Austin, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sadie E. Nelson, B.S., Madelia, MN
Cum Laude
Sidney T. Schafer, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Cum Laude
Tyler B. Schernbeck, B.S., New Prague, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ashley M. Simmons, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Nathan Smith, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Kaitlyn C. Unger, B.S., Gibbon, MN,
Damon T. Weierke, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Cum Laude
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Commencement Ceremony
Celebrating Graduates from 

Program
Saturday, May 6, 2023 

3:00 p.m.
Prelude Music

Processional March
Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar

National Anthem Dr. Stephanie Thorpe, Conductor
Chamber Choir Ensemble, Department of Music

Greetings Dr. Edward Inch
  President

Greetings Trustee Jim Grabowska
  Minnesota State

Student Speaker Yuepheng Thao
Bachelor of Science, Recreation, Parks and Leisure Services

Conferring of Degrees

Welcome to the Alumni Association Brian Zins
  Director, Alumni Relations
Recessional (Please remain seated.)

“Hornpipe” from Water Music George Frederic Handel
Celebration Kool & The Gang

Musicians Dr. Amy K. Roisum Foley, Conductor
Bryce Barrie, Tuba

Kyle Johnson, Piano
Patrick Karl, Alto Saxophone 

Takuto Koseki, Trumpet
Devon Osman, Trumpet

Sophie Seegar, Drumset
McKenna Slattery, Trombone

Michael Thursby, Director
Maverick Machine Athletic Band

  

Music arranged by Dr. Douglas Snapp and Dr. Michael Olson
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Platform Guests

Procession Participants

Professors
Suzannah Armentrout
H Sheen Chiou
Jill Conlon
Lynnette Engeswick
Emily Forsyth
Cindra Kamphoff
Paul Mackie
Megan Mahowald
Daniel Moen
Bruce Poburka
Laura Schwarz
Patrick Sexton
Laura Strunk
Stacey Van Gelderen
Joseph Visker
Patricia Young

Associate Professors
Jehad Adwan
Jessica Albers
Jennifer Andrashko
Pat Beierwaltes
Jeremy Frost
Jonathan Hicks
Emily Houghton
Mary Kramer
Jennifer Londgren
Michelle McAlarnen
Ben Schwamberger
Corey Selland
Theresa Skrien
Marilyn Swan
Diane Witt
Jennifer Zdroik

Assistant Professors
Simon Almaer
Maya Bastian
Shelly Brandenburger
Sally Clemenson
Elizabeth Coleman
Kara De La Fosse
Elizabeth Drake
Sabrina Ehmke
Rachelle Fuller
Ellen Johnson
Roy Kammer
Michelle Margo
Jennifer Marr
Joshua Meyer
Kristi Oeding
Wendy Schuh
Roszina Scott
Cheryl Swenson

Instructor
Kristin Berndt

LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING

Assistant Professor
Diane Lochner

Edward Inch
President

David Hood
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Lynn Akey
Vice President for Student Success, Analytics, 
and Integrated Planning

Patricia Beierwaltes
Faculty Honor Marshall
Associate Professor, School of Nursing

Jim Grabowska
Trustee, Minnesota State 

Mark Johnson
Vice President for Information Technology and 
Chief Information Officer

David Jones
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management

Patricia Marincic
Dean, College of Allied Health and Nursing

Henry Morris
Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Kent Stanley
Vice President for University Advancement

Richard Straka
Vice President for Finance and Administration

Jennifer Veltsos
Interim Associate Vice President for Curriculum and 
Dean of Graduate Studies

Brian Zins
Director, Alumni Relations
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COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH AND NURSING
Dr. Patricia Marincic, Dean

GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Jennifer Veltsos, Interim Dean

Degree: Doctor of Nursing Practice
Adenike O. Adeladun, Brooklyn Park, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Susan L. Andersen, Fairmont, MN
Nursing Practice from MSN
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Jill M. Essay, Superior, WI
Nursing Practice from MSN
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Onalee R. Finseth, Rochester, MN
Nursing Practice from MSN
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Jamie Graffunder, Eagan, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Logan D. Johnson, Stewartville, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Tanner J. Karger, Vergas, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Jennifer K. Lowe, North Mankato, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Callie A. Mackey, Rochester, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Kristen L. Medhanie, Minneapolis, MN
Nursing Practice from MSN
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Sarah A. Minter, Byron, MN
Nursing Practice from MSN
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Patience O. Nwokoro, Cottage Grove, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Young

Brady W. Oeltjenbruns, Oronoco, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Marisa L. Pender, Eagan, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Young

Rebecca M. Penning, Owatonna, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Young

Alicia M. Reed, Hugo, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Beierwaltes

Desiree A. Rohling, Grand Rapids, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Kathleen A. Widmer, Minneapolis, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Patricia Young

Bedriyo A. Yassin, Robbinsdale, MN
Nursing Practice
Advisor: Dr. Hans-Peter De Ruiter

Degree: Master of Arts
Thomas J. Carlson, Onalaska, WI
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Robert Cizek, North Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Taylor J. Elliott, Eagle, ID
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Kayla C. Evans, Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Carson E. Fields, Cincinnati, OH
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Taylor E. Holewa, St. Anthony, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Ryanne S. Klabunde, Blue Earth, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Yovanny G. Maldonado, Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen
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Abigail N. Mattson, Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Brandt Nye, Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Via J. Ouellette-Ballas, North Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Edwin J. Perry, Dellwood, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Justine E. Schultz, Minnesota City, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Gabriele Simonti, Mankato, MN
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Michelle McAlarnen

Brodie Q. Vieweg, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Cindra Kamphoff

Degree: Master of Science
Natalie J. Aaseth, Geneva, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Sarah E. Achartz, Minnetonka, MN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Lexis D. Arnold, Marshall, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Riya Arora, Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Claire K. Barresi, South Elgin, IL
Sport Management
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Zdroik

Erin M. Bartz, Lake City, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Aditi S. Bheda, Mankato, MN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Awurama O. Boafo ,Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Renee Bouchareb, Apple Valley, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Jordan G. Bruestle, Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Tristen P. Bryant-Otake, Kailua, HI
Sport Management
Advisor: Dr. Jon Lim

Kate E. Budig, Yankton, SD
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Trevor Carlson, Palmer, AK
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Cora E. Cielinski, Sartell, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Hannah M. Clayton, Prosper, TX
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Sexton

Camryn J. Collins, Montevideo, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Kasey L. Cordova, Mankato, MN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Michael Minicozzi

Brynn M. Desens, Appleton, WI
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Corey Selland

Peyton M. DeVinny, Owatonna, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Nathaniel T. Downey, Blaine, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Jessica Albers

Jordan M. Enevold, North Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Ashley M. Figueroa, Houston, TX
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Samantha V. Florentino, Oakdale, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Lillia M. Flynn, Wauwatosa, WI
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Doreen F. Forster, Anchorage, AK
Community Health Education
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Visker

Abigail Galvin, Fishers, IN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Lissette Garza, Lake Wilson, MN
Community Health Education
Advisor: Dr. Joseph Visker
Thesis Title: Identifying Barriers to Dental Care Among Hispanics 
in Southwest Minnesota

Mitzi J. Guizar Cardenas, Worthington, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Rebecca M. Guss, Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Jessica Jones
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Brandon J. Gustafson, Coon Rapids, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Sexton

Cassidy L. Hall, Greenfield, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Ethan Harris, Wayzata, MN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Kayla Haugen, Brooklyn Center, MN
Sport Management
Advisor: Dr. Emily Houghton

Spencer A. Heitkamp, Janesville, MN
Sport Management
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Zdroik

Abby C. Helberg, Prior Lake, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Samuel J. Hodgson, Mankato, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Corey Selland

Sarita J. Hook, Tracy, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Madelyn R. James, Medina, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Taylor A. Johanning, Heron Lake, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Jessica Albers

Briana M. Kneisl, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Kayce M. Kosanda, Faribault, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Brittaney C. Kroll, Plainfield, IL
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Ireland R. Lambrecht, Belle Plaine, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Kaitlyn R. LeDuc, Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Savannah K. Lenarz, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. William Strong

Shane Mac Hale Dunne, Jr., Ireland
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Jeremy Frost

Nicole C. Matter, New Ulm, MN
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Maddie McCauley, Kenyon, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Mackenzie J. Miller, Mankato, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Sexton

Amanda R. Montplaisir, Hamel, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Jeremy Frost

Shannon M. Motzko, Woodbury, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Tatyana G. Mueller, North Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Michael T. Mulligan, Northfield, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Corey Selland

Jonathan F. Murillo Rodriguez, Worthington, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Sexton

Montana R. Nelson, St. Paul, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Grace Park, Fishkill, NY
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Megan R. Pederson, St. Cloud, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Katelyn E. Peplinski, Milladore, WI
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Corey Selland

Benenon T. Pererva, Mankato, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Anna M. Peterson, Waconia, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Madisyn R. Plumhoff, Fairmont, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Emmaline M. Polson, Plainview, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Emily E. Scott, Lake View, IA
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Kim Scott, Burnsville, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Katie M. Stapleton, Onalaska, WI
Community Health Education
Advisor: Dr. Autumn Hamilton

Tessa N. Steinmiller, Sioux Falls, SD
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou
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Kendra C. Stenzel, Kasson, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Megan Mahowald

Eleanor K. Sullivan, Savage, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

McKinzie Taylor, Sheridan, WY
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Patrick Sexton

Paige A. Todd, Quimby, IA
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Roszina Scott

Rachel L. Trotman, Rochester, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. H Sheen Chiou

Madison Vandersee, Sterling, IL
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

LynnAnne Vesper, Ely, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Richard G. Wiebush, Baltimore, MD
Experiential Education
Advisor: Dr. Julie Carlson

Kaylyn Williams, Mankato, MN
Athletic Training
Advisor: Dr. Theresa Skrien

Anthony J. Wilson, Savage, MN
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Bruce Poburka

Tyler G. Xiong, Brooklyn Park, MN
Exercise Physiology
Advisor: Dr. Jeremy Frost

Degree: Master of Social Work
Allie R. Paulson, South St. Paul, MN
Social Work
Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Zammitt

DEPARTMENT OF DENTAL EDUCATION
Professor Brigette Cooper, Chairperson

Major: Dental Hygiene

Daiana Alcivar, B.S., Kansas City, MO
Lea J. Asmus, B.S., Morris, MN
Cum Laude
Whitney Austing, B.S., Freeport, MN
Rayan O. Bakhsh, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ashley Beauchemin, B.S., Ashby, MA 
Nicole A. Blake, B.S., Rochester, MN
Alexis Brummond, B.S., Truman, MN
Katlyn DeGroat, B.S., Riverdale, MD
Anushree Dev, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Nicole M. Donahue, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Courtney R. Friemann, B.S., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Cameryn B. Graff, B.S., Watertown, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Maggie D. Hennen, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Krystal K. Horn, B.S., South Haven, MN
Ana G. Huerta Martinez, B.S., Sleepy Eye, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Melissa C. Huntley, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ashley Hustad, B.S., St. Croix Falls, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Hannah E. Johnson, B.S., Fallon, NV 
Michaella R. Johnson, B.S., Little Rock, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Natalie J. Kinkel, B.S., Park Rapids, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Anne L. Langkau, B.S., Oshkosh, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Miah C. Larson, B.S., New London, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Taylor A. Lemke, B.S., Igh, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Renee M. Lisovskis, B.S., Rochester, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Peyton Lorentz, B.S., Elk River, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Chloe M. Novak, B.S., Rice, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Julissa G. Olmos Montes, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Katie M. Polzin, B.S., Marshall, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Madelyn R. Ryan, B.S., Lake City, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sara N. Schartau, B.S., Oronoco, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emily A. Schimnich, B.S., Sauk Rapids, MN
Savannah M. Smith, B.S., Raleigh, NC 
Taylor Thede, B.S., Maquoketa, IA
Brooke A. Thompson, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Rachael J. Wenisch, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Dallas J. Wetzel, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Hannah L. Wudtke, B.S., Zimmerman, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Morgan A. Yingling, B.S., Savannah, GA
Alyssa Zeigler, B.S., Middleton, WI
Cum Laude
Brandy J. Zwack, B.S., Kimball, MN
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DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCE
Professor Heather Von Bank, Chairperson

Major: Family Consumer Science

Hannah L. Adams, B.S., Emmetsburg, IA
Herron J. Bartz, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Yume Bollum, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Callie M. Cleaveland, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Laura R. DeGross, B.S., New Prague, MN
Savannah K. Dorris, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Laura C. Dustrud, B.S., Little Canada, MN
Trey K. Franklin, B.S., St. Peter, MN
Jenna E. Frisell, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kjerstin J. Hall, B.S., Farmington, MN
Maggie M. Hogan, B.S., Crystal, MN
Cum Laude
Blair D. Jilek, B.S., Minnetrista, MN
Corrine A. Jordan, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Sierra R. Malberg, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Rachael V. Namakula, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Callie J. Peterson, B.S., New Prague, MN
Cum Laude
Julia K. Prouty, B.S., Redwood Falls, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Miranda L. Queener, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Courtney J. Reeves, B.S., Madison Lake, MN
Elise C. Rohrer, B.S., Slayton, MN, 
Travis R. Russell, B.S., Elkton, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Evelyn J. Sandstede, B.S., Le Sueur, MN
Tori A. Sayre, B.S., Cologne, MN
Abigail S. Schauer, B.S., Mankato, MN
Mackenzie C. Schimel, B.S., Waukesha, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Madison L. Schletty, B.S., Medford, MN
John Shea, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude
Susan E. Simonis, B.S., Stevens Point, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Olivia M. Spande, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Cum Laude
Alexys C. Steffen, B.S., Mapleton, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Christopher B. Tollberg, B.S., North Branch, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Chance A. Washburn, B.S., Kenyon, MN 
Mikaela K. Whiteford, B.S., Andover, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Anna R. Wilgren, B.S., Hudson, WI
Magna Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SCIENCE
Professor Joseph Visker, Chairperson

Major: Alcohol and Drug Studies

Laisha Agapito Romero, B.S., Dundas, MN
Tayylor M. Anderson, B.S., Austin, MN
Julia M. Bolssen, B.S., Green Bay, WI
Sydney E. Bowe, B.S., Wayzata, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Katelyn M. Costello, B.S., St. Augusta, MN
Zachary M. Cota, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Cum Laude
Mikayla J. Ebnet, B.S., Waseca, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Hannah N. Elder, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Addison M. Filus, B.S., Baraboo, WI
Adia R. Granberg-Braxton, B.S., Richfield, MN
Courtney L. Ham, B.S., Litchfield, MN
Cum Laude
MacKayla Heuton, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Katelyn J. Jones, B.S., Crookston, MN
Cum Laude
Megan K. Kelly, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Madilyn G. Krentz, B.S., Henderson, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Chloe M. Larimer, B.S., Hastings, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Eyobed Y. Melkamu, B.S., Arden Hills, MN
Alexandra M. Menne, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jessica M. Pace, B.S., Nya, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Destiny J. Peterson, B.S., Janesville, MN
Kennedy M. Quinn, B.S., Brandon, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jill K. Sallstrom, B.S., Mankato, MN
Briana M. Scharf, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mackenzie A. Schendel, B.S., Minnesota Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Kate E. Stein, B.S., Rogers, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Katlynn E. Thomason, B.S., North St. Paul, MN
Cum Laude
Lilah H. Vang, B.S., Mora, MN
Anna J. Zwach, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: Applied Health Science

Laine M. Aeilts, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ashley M. Buerger, B.S., Mankato, MN
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Hodan A. Farah, B.S., Mankato, MN
Hannah E. Friesen, B.S., St. James, MN
Brynn M. Gillard, B.S., Lake City, MN
Cum Laude
Kenia A. Gutierrez, B.S., Mankato, MN
Katherine A. Jacobsen, B.S., Plano, IL
Ornella Y. Malm, B.S., Brooklyn Center, MN
Nudrat Nawar, B.S., Lexington, SC
Joshua O. Nyamwaya, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Emma M. Saveley, B.S., Elgin, IL
Cum Laude
Dachany B. Thao, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Meng Vang, B.S., St. Paul, MN
PaNhia Vang, B.S., Tracy, MN

Major: Community Health Education

Andrew T. Tomashek, B.S., Shakopee, MN

Major: Health and Physical Education

Charles C. Gove, B.S., Waconia, MN
Tanner J. Hadler, B.S., Manitowoc, WI
Grant R. Yackly, B.S., New Prague, MN
Summa Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN PERFORMANCE
Professor Lynnette Engeswick, Chairperson

Major: Exercise Science

Carter Aguilera, B.S., Cottage Grove, WI
Kevin J. Andres, B.S., Becker, MN
Madison B. Arendt, B.S., Lino Lakes, MN
Herron J. Bartz, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Jacob D. Bennett, B.S., Zumbrota, MN
Ava Blackney, B.S., Corinth, TX
Alexys M. Blodgett, B.S., Hales Corners, WI
Emma J. Borowicz, B.S., Crookston, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Caroline R. Brand, B.S., St. Stephen, MN
Hanna M. Brausen, B.S., Waunakee, WI
Claire E. Butorac, B.S., Andover, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Gino B. Ciardelli, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Kate M. Corrigan, B.S., Foley, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jacob F. Daulton, B.S., Hudson, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Christine N. Dennison, B.S., Glencoe, MN
Julia Erickson, B.S., Emily, MN
Stuart D. Freeman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Morgan C. Giesen, B.S., Waconia, MN
Cum Laude

Reyna K. Gomarko, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude
Saul S. Gonzalez, B.S., Elk River, MN
Cum Laude
TaeVyn M. Grixby, B.S., Lincoln, NE
Blake P. Hains, B.S., Mankato, MN
Terrell T. Hall, B.S., Mankato, MN
Dylan C. Hay, B.S., Rapid City, SD
Elyse A. Hayes, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Summa Cum Laude
John M. Helander, B.S., Glenwood, MN
Charles E. Holloway, B.S., Eagan, MN
LaTauschia K. Jenson, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Megan M. Keller, B.S., Ham Lake, MN
Megan J. Lauthen, B.S., Garfield, MN
Taylor N. Lawrence, B.S., Fargo, ND
Princewill S. Lukong, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Tatianna D. Martin, B.S., Asbury, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Lindsey L. Minnick, B.S., Cosmos, MN
Cum Laude
Paige E. Narveson, B.S., Belle Plaine, MN
Cum Laude
Jamie C. Nelson, B.S., Andover, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Samuel R. Nelson, B.S., Inver Grove Heights, MN
Kennedy S. Newton, B.S., Peosta, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Steven J. Orzolek, B.S., Darwin, MN
Cum Laude
Samuel Ricker, B.S., Clear Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Joshua A. Ruiz, B.S., Mankato, MN
Ben Schmied, B.S., Watertown, WI
Lauren l. Schoon, B.S., North Branch, MN
Blake L. Storm, B.S., Madison Lake, MN
Derek P. Techam, B.S., Delano, MN
Cum Laude
Lauren M. Van Sloun, B.S., Waconia, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Alexis C. Velander, B.S., Faribault, MN
Cum Laude
Blake P. Ver Mulm, B.S., Emmetsburg, IA
Dylan Weihe, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude
Levi D. Winkels, B.S., Cohasset, MN
Souayang Xiong, B.S., Vadnais Heights, MN
Arisa Yasunaga, B.S., Japan
Shelby R. Zoller, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
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Major: Sport Management

Thomas M. Anderson, B.S., Hermantown, MN
Michael J. Bork, B.S., Savage, MN
Chantal M. Burke, B.S., Mankato, MN
Noah R. Clausen, B.S., Chanhassen, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Chase A. Fischer, B.S., Rogers, MN
Brendan K. Furry, B.S., Toledo, OH
Summa Cum Laude
Rashawn R. Graves, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Tobias L. Griffin, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
William J. Haggenmiller, B.S., Kasota, MN
Evan W. Haldeman, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Connor J. Hayden, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Sophia M. Hayden, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Sarah M. Johansen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Charles S. Kamrowski, B.S., River Falls, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Alexia R. Kerfeld, B.S., Sauk Centre, MN
Cum Laude
Alexander J. Klawitter, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Benjamin J. Laffen, B.S., North Mankato, MN
Anthony L. Macias, B.S., Lake Crystal, MN
Cum Laude
Trevor C. Marquardt, B.S., Neenah, WI
Cum Laude
Madelyn K. McGinty, B.S., Glenwood, MN
Cum Laude
Brady J. Moeller, B.S., North Branch, MN
Tyler R. Mossak, B.S., Big Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Ashley M. Nelson, B.S., River Falls, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Samantha R. Nichols, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Sydney C. Nielsen, B.S., Marion, IA
Carter S. Olson, B.S., Jackson, MN
Cum Laude
Collin R. Rew, B.S., Council Bluffs, IA
Magna Cum Laude
Trenton L. Reynolds, B.S., North Branch, MN
Samantha R. Schiltz, B.S., Savage, MN
Aidan C. Schutze, B.S., Muskego, WI
Cum Laude
Dalton D. Simpson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Montanna L. Thole, B.S., Oakdale, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Genevieve J. Thomazin, B.S., Hastings, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Riley T. Tiboni, B.S., Silver Bay, MN

Yonatan Tola, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Carson E. Wegner, B.S., Wells, MN
Magna Cum Laude

DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, PARKS AND 
LEISURE SERVICES
Professor Rachelle Fuller, Chairperson

Major: Recreation, Parks and Leisure Services

Brianna M. Adams, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Jordyn G. Baker, B.S., Rochester, MN
Cale P. Benitz, B.S., Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Julia L. Cederberg, B.S., Siren, WI,
Brock A. Hammer, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
McKenna R. Krengel, B.S., Detroit Lakes, MN
Nathan A. Kuehn, B.S., Mankato, MN
Kevin S. Martinez Del Arca, B.S., Monticello, MN
Cum Laude
Tara L. O’Brien, B.S., New Ulm, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Tyler L. Pribyl, B.S., Frontenac, MN
Tatijana N. Schalk, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Olivia G. Simon, B.S., New Prague, MN
Julia K. Slusarek, B.S., Forest Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Kayli A. Thanig, B.S., Somerset, WI
Yuepheng Thao, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Samuel C. Ure, B.S., Mankato, MN
Levi G. Weiser, B.S., Elk River, MN

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK
Professor Debra Gohagan, Chairperson

Major: Social Work

Hailey N. Beer, B.S.W., North Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Angel Betanzo, B.S.W., Brandon, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Natalia Galindo, B.S.W., Ellendale, MN
Cum Laude
Meghan E. Glaubitz, B.S.W., Lake Crystal, MN
Amanda J. Hoff, B.S.W., Waverly, MN
Idman A. Ibrahim, B.S.W., St. Paul, MN
Reanna Milbrett, B.S.W., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Crystal A. Morton, B.S.W., Fairmont, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jessica Navarro, B.S.W., Faribault, MN
Allysa N. Nelson, B.S.W., Morgan, MN
Molly L. Nhean, B.S.W., Circle Pines, MN
Cum Laude
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Jaelynn E. Pinske, B.S.W., Plato, MN
Cum Laude
Haley E. Pollard, B.S.W., St. Peter, MN
Cum Laude
Cole T. Rauchman, B.S.W., North Mankato, MN
Cum Laude
Emily M. Reller, B.S.W., Annandale, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Grace M. Rydeen, B.S.W., Cleveland, MN
Cum Laude
Madori L. Scholten, B.S.W., Edgerton, MN
Cum Laude
Brittany N. Sinclair, B.S.W., Henderson, MN
Mary K. Speer, B.S.W., Long Prairie, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kara J. Svercl, B.S.W., Maple Grove, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Melissa E. Tayun-Perez, B.S.W., Bloomington, MN
Imani N. Tendle, B.S.W., Brooklyn Center, MN
Jasmine M. Vang, B.S.W., North St. Paul, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Katie A. Wilke, B.S.W., Becker, MN

DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH, HEARING AND 
REHABILITATION SERVICES
Professor Megan Mahowald, Chairperson

Major: Communication Sciences and Disorders

Aicha Abdulaziz, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Charlotte S. Akervik, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Destiny K. Bahn, B.S., Granite Falls, MN
Cum Laude
Courtney A. Baruth, B.S., Sioux Falls, SD
Kallie A. Bauer, B.S., Nerstrand, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Nicole L. Beckman, B.S., Greenfield, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Olivia M. Bosetti, B.S., Wauwatosa, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Larissa C. Bush, B.S., Dundas, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Matias A. Chavez, B.S., Mankato, MN
Madeline A. Comstock, B.S., Aberdeen, SD
Magna Cum Laude
Jillian R. Cuchna, B.S., Eagle Bend, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ayomide F. Daodu, B.S., Richfield, MN
Cum Laude
Madeline B. Farmer, B.S., Farmington, MN
Tayler L. Johnson, B.S., Nicollet, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Kayla M. Joye, B.S., Washington, MI
Summa Cum Laude

Emily H. Lenarz, B.S., Hutchinson, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Ella M. Lilleberg, B.S., Lakefield, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Faith H. Mader, B.S., Somerset, WI
Summa Cum Laude
Hannah N. Minet, B.S., Holland, MN
Cum Laude
Ashley E. Pionk, B.S., Iron, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emily L. Price, B.S., Farmington, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Sarah N. Ritz, B.S., Sioux City, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Brooke A. Sargent, B.S., Wessington, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Sarah M. Shepard, B.S., Eastman, WI
Julia E. Swanson, B.S., Wabasha, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kate L. Theisen, B.S., Hutchinson, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Whitney A. Weick, B.S., Cleveland, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Emma M. Welter, B.S., Farmington, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Makenna C. Wittman, B.S., Andover, MN
Cum Laude
Anna Yang, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Ashlin S. Young, B.S., Algona, IA
Summa Cum Laude

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Professor Patricia Young, Chairperson

Major: Nursing

Elizabeth P. Andersen, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Lily A. Anderson, B.S., North Branch, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Anna J. Bakken, B.S., Sartell, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kailee A. Bartels, B.S., Brookings, SD
Summa Cum Laude
Eve M. Berg, B.S., Bettendorf, IA
Summa Cum Laude
Rebecca A. Boynton, B.S., Shorewood, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Elizabeth G. Cahill, B.S., Pine City, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Natalie M. Coleman, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Deanna K. Dokken, B.S., Elk River, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Samantha J. Edwards, B.S., Tracy, MN
Magna Cum Laude
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Natasha L. Friedges, B.S., Stacy, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jacqueline R. Gerovac, B.S., New Berlin, WI
Cum Laude
Emma L. Gregor, B.S., Waseca, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Amanda M. Gross, B.S., St. Cloud, MN
Cum Laude
Jessica K. Haley, B.S., Hayward, CA
Asmaa M. Hassan, B.S., Shoreview, MN
Cum Laude
Grace E. Haugh, B.S., Winnebago, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Madison R. Hawk, B.S., Savage, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Wesley A. Henderson, B.S., Mankato, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Laney L. Hewes, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Isabelle M. Hillestad, B.S., Hopkins, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Madison L. Hogan, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Morgan L. Jellinger, B.S., Glenville, MN
Cum Laude
Yuri Jinno, B.S., Mankato, MN
Hailey M. Johnson, B.S., Mapleton, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Kylee J. Jones, B.S., Litchfield, MN
Paige L. Jorgenson, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Madelyn L. Junker, B.S., Hastings, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Zebulon A. Kauth, B.S., Roseville, MN
Cum Laude
Alexa F. Lacher, B.S., Shakopee, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Macy M. Lund, B.S., Rochester, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Abbylyn R. Malone, B.S., Rushford, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Megan B. Marburger, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Cum Laude
Morgan M. Mathews, B.S., Gaylord, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Lauren M. Merten-Johnson, B.S., Madison Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Jakob S. Meyer, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Cum Laude
Samantha M. Meyer, B.S., Little Canada, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Jasmine F. Mlejnek, B.S., Rice Lake, WI
Cum Laude
Jessica M. Nelson, B.S., Andover, MN
Summa Cum Laude

Cali R. Oberweiser, B.S., Mankato, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Emily A. Olson, B.S., White Bear Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Stella Orubo, B.S., Woodbury, MN
Cum Laude
Dayton D. Pasch, B.S., Fairmont, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Brianne M. Pete, B.S., Lonsdale, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Angela Pha, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Cum Laude
Payton R. Poulos, B.S., Prior Lake, MN
Cum Laude
Emma E. Schaefer, B.S., Marine on St. Croix, MN
Cum Laude
Sophia K. Schultz, B.S., Andover, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Haley E. Simonson, B.S., Springfield, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Cassie J. Sorensen, B.S., Chippewa Falls, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Camryn J. Steinberg, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Mallory A. Steinmetz, B.S., Pewaukee, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Andreas Vatsveen, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Cum Laude
Jenna E. Zenner, B.S., Savage, MN
Magna Cum Laude

Major: RN Baccalaureate Completion

Courtney P. Aanerud, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Zahra M. Abdikafi, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Cum Laude
Deqo J. Afi, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Alison B. Anderson, B.S., Grantsburg, WI
Magna Cum Laude
Mikayla M. Anderson, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Morgan A. Anderson, B.S., Hibbing, MN
Rosa I. Arroyo-Santillan, B.S., Booklyn Park, MN
Jackeline A. Avalos, B.S., Mankato, MN
Seblewongel B. Ayana, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Emily H. Baker-Orr, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Kendra A. Benson Landkamer, B.S., Granada, MN
Megan A. Birkholz, B.S., East Grand Forks, MN
Taylor J. Braget, B.S., Owatonna, MN
Autumn G. Buseman, B.S., Montevideo, MN
Gabriel E. Cantua, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Negin Chahardoli, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Isaac B. Chauss, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Jasmine N. Cheatem, B.S., St. Paul, MN



66

Julie B. Clothier, B.S., Hastings, MN
Lisa M. Collins, B.S., Stillwater, MN
Stephanie J. Coopman, B.S., Mankato, MN
Elizabeth C. Corbin, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Sydney J. Corbin, B.S., Shoreview, MN
Savanna R. Dahms, B.S., Rochester, MN
Megan M. Deppe, B.S., Brownton, MN
Cassandra K. Edlund, B.S., Savage, MN,
Miranda L. Emmerich, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Alicia A. Fowler, B.S., White Bear Township, MN
Gary J. Frana, B.S., Brooklyn Center, MN
Elizabeth J. Frederickson, B.S., Hanska, MN
Cum Laude
Christa M. Fredette, B.S., Keewatin, MN
Alexandra I. Ganoza, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Tsega Getachew, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Brittany A. Glauser, B.S., Roberts, WI
Cum Laude
Jude Gorman, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Brianna K. Grangroth, B.S., Cokato, MN,
Amy Grilz, B.S., White Bear Township, MN
Justin D. Gulden, B.S., Hermantown, MN
Amina M. Guled, B.S., New Brighton, MN
Paula C. Hagen, B.S., Otsego, MN,
Amina S. Haji, B.S., Lakeville, MN
Amayrani G. Hall, B.S., West St Paul, MN
Emily J. Hammer, B.S., North Branch, MN
Alix M. Hansen, B.S., Taylors Falls, MN
Emily J. Helder, B.S., Byron, MN,
Christina Houtkooper, B.S., Hastings, MN
Cassie Howard, B.S., Hudson, WI,
Kellie L. Hubley, B.S., Rochester, MN
Cum Laude
Robert W. Hulsebusch, B.S., Minnetonka, MN
Hani F. Ibrahim, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Meghan Ihfe, B.S., Wyoming, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Zamzam A. Jama, B.S., Eden Prarire, MN
Erin E. Jensen, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Dinah B. Jeronimo, B.S., Blaine, MN,
Leah M. Johnson, B.S., Eyota, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Maria J. Johnson, B.S., Jordan, MN,
Kpehe H. Jones, B.S., Otsego, MN,
Miranda K. Jurczewsky, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Alieu V. Kanneh, B.S., Fridley, MN,
Coral E. Kari, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Charles M. Kimaiga, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Nathan Klaus, B.S., Mankato, MN
Cassandra R. Kleinwolterink, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Alyssa Kloos, B.S., Rochester, MN

Allie Knodell, B.S., Sanborn, IA
Tara J. Koch, B.S., Watertown, MN
Rachael R. Kreckow, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Amber C. Kubesh, B.S., Willmar, MN
Mackenzie K. Kurkosky, B.S., Benson, MN,
Renee S. Kurth, B.S., Stewart, MN
Jaclyn S. Kuzma, B.S., Wabasha, MN
Victoria E. Kyllo, B.S., Zumbrota, MN
Cum Laude
Jody Lahti, B.S., Buffalo, MN
Cum Laude
Sara C. Lahti, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Mindy K. Lawrence, B.S., Princeton, MN
Mellissa R. Lerohl, B.S., New Prague, MN
Thomas J. Likassa, B.S., Cottage Grove, MN
Kimberlee J. Littrel-Bannister, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Meghan R. Manninen, B.S., Hibbing, MN
Jazmine L. Manson, B.S., Hutchinson, MN
Julia L. Marek, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Hannia M. Martinez-Valdez, B.S., Rochester, MN
Erin R. Mathias, B.S., Oakdale, MN
Cum Laude
Tatyana V. Melnikova, B.S., Rochester, MN
Amanda M. Meyer, B.S., Racine, MN
Cum Laude
Kelly J. Meyer, B.S., Savage, MN,
Hannah M. Miller, B.S., Plymouth, MN
Kathryn M. Miller, B.S., Buffalo, MN,
Mariyum A. Mir, B.S., Rosemount, MN
Summa Cum Laude
Sarah M. Mock, B.S., Mankato, MN
Courtney Monson, B.S., Eden Prairie, MN
Hollie D. Morrow, B.S., St. Paul, MN
McKenzie M. Morrow, B.S., River Falls, WI
Katherine Moses, B.S., Wayzata, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Palwasha Nassiri, B.S., Rochester, MN
Nativida Nava, B.S., St. Cloud, MN
Michele M. Nelson, B.S., Waseca, MN
Sara M. Nelson, B.S., Apple Valley, MN
Abdoulie Ngum, B.S., Brooklyn Park, MN
Cum Laude
Ashley A. Nichols, B.S., Le Center, MN
Melissa R. Nuanez, B.S., Savage, MN,
Hannah S. Oehrlein, B.S., St. Cloud, MN
Nicole Okamoto, B.S., Maple Grove, MN
Cum Laude
Monicah B. Okerosi, B.S., Rockford, MN
Shadrack B. Orure, B.S., Coon Rapids, MN
Mackenzie L. Pederson, B.S., New London, MN
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Alissa M. Petersen, B.S., Mayer, MN,
Rachel E. Pieper, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Brooke V. Plantage, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Courtney A. Poplow, B.S., Albert Lea, MN
Courtney Purcell, B.S., Blaine, MN,
Jamie L. Quast, B.S., Waseca, MN
Michelle D. Quinn, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Jennifer J. Rand, B.S., Oronoco, MN
Ashley N. Regnier, B.S., Oak Grove, MN
Robert N. Ritter, B.S., Vadnais Heights, MN
Ashley M. Rosival, B.S., Montgomery, MN
Solveig K. Roth, B.S., Red Wing, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Amanda R. Runestrand, B.S., Hugo, MN,
Christina R. Sampson, B.S., Falcon Heights, MN
Berta G. Sanchez, B.S., Rochester, MN
Amy J. Sather, B.S., Rochester, MN
Kiersten N. Scheuring, B.S., Oak Grove, MN
Donald M. Schooler, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Jennifer C. Scoville, B.S., Burnsville, MN
Meg J. Sedahl, B.S., Eau Claire, WI
Kimberly C. Siharaj, B.S., Otsego, MN,
Sara A. Stackhouse, B.S., Wykoff, MN,
Shadrach B. Stryker, B.S., Crystal, MN,
Rebekah K. Sundby, B.S., Lonsdale, MN
Magna Cum Laude
Given E. Suttner, B.S., Bloomington, MN
Ben Swegle, B.S., Duluth, MN,
Carla R. Swenson, B.S., Pequot Lakes, MN
Virginia C. Tanue, B.S., Blaine, MN,
Lily E. Tooker-Kirkevold, B.S., Andover, MN
Emily G. Trandem, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Cum Laude
Michael D. Turner, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Cum Laude
Courtney Volkmann, B.S., Eagle Lake, MN
Riam F. Webb, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Whitney A. Weisser, B.S., Minneapolis, MN
Nicolai P. Wilkins, B.S., Rochester, MN
Ashley A. Will, B.S., Dilworth, MN
Shouayi Yang, B.S., St. Paul, MN
Jessica R. Yelle, B.S., Farmington, MN
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Baccalaureate students who have achieved high cumulative grade 
point averages receive gold medallions with colored satin ribbons. 
Gold ribbons signify summa cum laude (minimum cumulative of 
3.8), purple ribbons signify magna cum laude (minimum cumulative 
of 3.5 admitted before Fall 2015; minimum cumulative of 3.6 
admitted Fall 2015 or later), and purple and gold ribbons signify 
cum laude (minimum cumulative of 3.3 admitted before Fall 2015; 
minimum cumulative 3.4 admitted Fall 2015 or later).

Members of Phi Kappa Phi receive white satin ribbons decorated 
with an ancient Greek pattern to symbolize the classical roots of the 
society. Phi Kappa Phi honors outstanding academic achievement 
among undergraduates, graduate students and faculty members. 

Graduates of the University’s Honors Program receive medals 
signifying their achievement of the program competencies of 
leadership, research and global citizenship. The mission of the 
Honors Program is to provide students with exceptional learning 
opportunities, mentoring relationships and a community of scholars 
that foster their development as future leaders in a global society.

International Scholars receive a purple and gold sash with a global 
emblem. These graduates have gained unique global perspectives 
either by studying abroad or joining our university from other 
nations.

Members of the Maverick Army Reserve Officer Training Program 
(ROTC) receive the red, blue and white cord. The Maverick Army 
ROTC program trains, develops and commissions students to become 
2nd Lieutenants in the Army Reserve, National Guard and the Active 
Army. The graduating students signify the dedication, leadership, 
teamwork, critical thinking and problem solving required to become 
future leaders in the Army.

In recognition of their scholarly achievement, each student who 
presents at the Undergraduate Research Symposium is awarded 
a medal. A solid green ribbon is in recognition of participation at 
the URC, while a green and gold ribbon highlights recipients of the 
Foundation Awards.

University Honors and Distinctions

Note: Academic program honors and distinctions are listed in this 
program. Graduates may receive various colored cords or sashes 
not listed here. These cords or sashes may indicate participation in or 
affinity to a particular non-academic campus group or organization. 

Alpha Lambda Delta is an honor society for first-year students 
earning a 3.5 or higher grade point average in their first year. 
Alpha Lambda Delta’s mission is to encourage superior academic 
achievement, to promote intelligent living and a continued high 
standard of learning, and to assist students in recognizing and 
developing meaningful goals for their unique roles in society. ALD 
members wear red and gold honor cords. 

Alpha Mu Gamma is a national collegiate honor society for students 
majoring or minoring in world languages. Minnesota State Mankato’s 
Beta Zeta chapter was chartered in 1961. The purposes of the society 
are to recognize achievement in the field of world-language study; to 
stimulate a desire for linguistic attainment; to encourage a continuing 
interest in the study of world languages, cultures and civilizations; and 
to foster sympathetic understanding of other peoples and international 
friendship. Members wear cords of gold.

Members of the Alpha Delta chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma, the 
National Criminal Justice Honor Society, wear gold and blue 
honor cords. Membership in Alpha Phi Sigma is conferred upon 
Law Enforcement or Corrections majors who exhibit exceptional 
scholarship and leadership potential.

Members of the Pi Psi chapter of Beta Beta Beta, the National 
Biological Honor Society, wear green and red honor cords and/or 
gold medallions. Since its founding in 1922, more than 430 Tribeta 
chapters have been established in the United States. Membership 
in Tribeta is conferred to faculty and students dedicated to strong 

scholastic achievement, the understanding of biological study and 
extending the boundaries of human knowledge.

Beta Gamma Sigma is the international honor society recognizing 
the outstanding academic achievements of students enrolled in 
collegiate business and management programs accredited by 
AACSB International (The Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business). Membership in the Society is the highest 
recognition a business student anywhere in the world can receive 
and is denoted by the wearing of blue and gold honor cords.

Members of Delta Sigma Pi, an international co-educational 
business fraternity, wear entwined purple and gold honor cords. 
Membership in Delta Sigma Pi is conferred upon College of 
Business students who exhibit scholarship excellence and superior 
leadership potential.

Members of Education Minnesota wear gold honor cords to exhibit 
student involvement, service to the community and the profession, 
scholarship and leadership potential. The members of the Education 
Minnesota Student Program believe that the active participation of 
students in education in the development of educational policy is 
essential for sound education in a democratic society.

Members of Eta Sigma Gamma, a national health honor society, 
strives to promote the discipline by elevating the standards, 
ideals, competence and ethics of professionally prepared men 
and women in Health Education. They recognize academic 
achievement and support health education advocacy initiatives. Eta 
Sigma Gamma members wear gold and green cords.

Gamma Phi Beta is an international undergraduate collegiate 
sorority for women. The mission of Gamma Phi Beta is to inspire the 
highest type of womanhood. Gamma Phi Beta’s vision is to build 

Program Honors and Distinctions
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confident women of character who celebrate sisterhood and make 
a difference in the world around us. As individuals, we all strive to 
live Gamma Phi Beta’s Core Values of Love, Labor, Learning, and 
Loyalty in our daily lives. Living our Core Values demonstrates to the 
outside world what it means to be a Gamma Phi Beta. Members of 
Gamma Phi Beta wear pink and white cords. 

Gamma Sigma Alpha National Academic Greek Honor Society 
is committed to the leadership, academic achievement and 
excellence of Greek members everywhere. It seeks to promote 
success in all academic achievement among the Greek community 
at Minnesota State Mankato. Gamma Sigma Alpha members wear 
red and gold honor cords.

Members of Gamma Theta Upsilon, the International 
Geographical Honor Society, wear honor cords (one each of blue, 
gold, and brown) representing the three domains of geography: 
brown for the Earth, light blue for the Sea, and gold for the sunlight 
in the Sky. Gamma Theta Upsilon activities support geography 
knowledge and awareness. 

Members of Lambda Alpha, the National Collegiate Honor 
Society for Anthropology, wear a white satin stole with gold 
lettering. The purpose of this society is to encourage and stimulate 
scholarship and research in Anthropology by recognizing and 
honoring superior achievement in the discipline among students, 
faculty and other persons engaged in the study of Anthropology.

Lambda Pi Eta honor graduates wear scarlet and white honor 
cords as a symbol of their commitment to scholarship and their 
demonstrated leadership in communication studies. Lambda Pi Eta 
is the official communication studies honor society of the National 
Communication Association (NCA). Founded in 1985, Lambda Pi 
Eta stands for Logos (logic and reasoning), Pathos (emotion) and 
Ethos (personal ethics and character).

Members of the Maverick Chapter of the National Residence Hall 
Honorary wear royal blue and white honor cords. These graduates 
have made outstanding contributions to the residence halls at 
Minnesota State Mankato during their college careers. 

Members of the National Student Nurses’ Association (NSNA) 
wear royal blue and white honor cords. NSNA student leaders 
wear honor cords of royal blue, white and gold. The mission of 
NSNA is to mentor and prepare students for licensure as registered 
nurses and to convey the standards, ethics and skills that students 
will need as responsible and accountable leaders and members of 
the profession.

The mission of NorthStar STEM Alliance is to help 
underrepresented students receive a baccalaureate degree in 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) in a five-year 
period. The Alliance is a partnership with fourteen higher education 
institutions and three community partners. The NSSA members wear 
navy blue and white cords. 

Order of Omega is a Leadership Honor Society that recognizes 
students who have attained a high standard of leadership in inter-
Greek activities. They strive to bring together the most representative 
fraternity and sorority members, and to create an organization 
which will help mold the sentiment of the institution on questions of 
local and intercollegiate affairs. Order of Omega members wear 
ivory and gold honor cords.

Phi Alpha, the National Social Work Honor Society, provides an 
opportunity for closer bonds among students of social work and 
promotes humanitarian goals and ideals. Phi Alpha fosters high 
academic standards of education for social workers and invites 
into membership those who have attained excellence in scholarship 
and achievement in social work. Members of Phi Alpha wear gold 
honor chords.

Phi Delta Theta is an undergraduate college fraternity organized 
with three principle objectives: the cultivation of friendship among 
its members, the acquisition of knowledge, and the attainment of a 
high moral standards. The Fraternity teaches men that these areas of 
commitment are not to be viewed as separate ideals, but as areas 
of discipline for daily life. Members support one another as they 
develop their minds, their leadership skills, and their service to the 
community. Members of Phi Delta Theta wear azure and argent 
cords. 

Members of Phi Upsilon Omicron, an Honor Society in Family 
Consumer Science, wear purple, yellow and white honor cords. 
Membership in Phi Upsilon Omicron is conferred upon Family 
Consumer Science majors who exhibit superior scholarship and 
leadership potential. 

Members of Pi Delta Phi, the National French Honor Society, wear 
red, white and blue honor cords. This honor society recognizes 
outstanding scholarship in the French language and its literature, 
increases the knowledge and appreciation of Americans for the 
cultural contributions of the French-speaking world and stimulates 
and encourages French and francophone cultural activities. 

Members of the Upsilon Alpha chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the 
national political science honorary society, wear brass-finish 
medallions on broad red ribbons; red, black and white honor 
cords; or both. The purpose of Pi Sigma Alpha is to encourage 
excellence in the study of political science, international relations 
and public administration; and to promote social and educational 
opportunities, as well as scholarly activity for students in these fields.

Members of Psi Chi, the National Honor Society in Psychology, 
wear double cords with tassels of blue and gold along with blue, 
white, and gold medallions. Psi Chi membership signifies high 
standards of personal behavior, superior grade point average 
and high class rank. The purpose of Psi Chi is to encourage, 
stimulate and maintain excellence in scholarship of its members in 
all fields, particularly in psychology, and to advance the science of 
psychology.

Sigma Nu is an undergraduate college fraternity with a mission 
to develop ethical leaders inspired by the principles of Love, 
Honor and Truth; to foster the personal growth of each man’s mind, 
heart and character; and to perpetuate lifelong friendships and 
commitment to the Fraternity. Members of Sigma Nu wear gold, 
black, and white cords.

Members of the Chi Iota chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the 
International English Honor Society, wear cardinal and black honor 
cords. Sigma Tau Delta has conferred distinction upon outstanding 
students of the English language and literature in undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional studies since 1924. 

Members of the School of Nursing’s Honor Society chapter of 
Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI), Mu Lambda, wear orchid 
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and white honor cords. The mission of STTI is to improve the 
health of people worldwide through the development of nursing 
knowledge and nurse leaders. Criteria include high grade point 
average and class rank, academic integrity and professional 
leadership potential.

The Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) is a 
nationally recognized Human Resource association. Membership 
in SHRM presents commitment and dedication to professional 
development. Members of the Society for Human Resource 

Management chapter wear light blue, navy blue, and white.
Tau Sigma National Honor Society is an academic honor society 
for transfer students who earn at least a 3.5 GPA during their first 
full-time semester at Minnesota State Mankato. The mission of Tau 
Sigma is to “recognize and promote the academic excellence and 
involvement of transfer students.” Members wear cords of maroon 
and gold.

Procession
A traditional academic procession introduces the commencement 
exercises at Minnesota State University, Mankato. The wearing of 
distinctive apparel as an indication of scholarship and academic 
rank dates back to the 1300s and was adopted in the United States 
circa 1900.

Gown
The Minnesota State University, Mankato President’s Academic 
Gown has been specially constructed of heirloom-quality materials 
for use during formal academic occasions. The bachelor’s gown is 
relatively simple, falling in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. The 
master’s gown is distinguished by its longer sleeves. The doctoral 
gown is purple, elaborately decorated with velvet panels down the 
front and three bars of matching velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves.

Mortarboard and Tassel
The square “Oxford cap” or mortarboard of serge or broadcloth 
is worn for most degrees, although a soft tam is also permitted. The 
tassel that hangs to the side is switched from the right to the left at the 
moment the degree is awarded. 

Hood
The hood is to be worn by graduates of the College of Graduate 
Studies and Research. The color of the hood worn by Master’s and 
Doctoral graduates indicates the degree. The velvet edging on the 
hoods indicates the specialty of study.

Mace
The Minnesota State University, Mankato mace has been made 
entirely from Minnesota materials in recognition of the value and 
beauty of the state’s natural resources and people. A university 
mace symbolizes both the university’s power to overcome 
ignorance and prejudice by seeking truth and the power of the 

university’s president to protect the university and its community from 
forces opposed to those goals. The mace used in today’s ceremony 
was commissioned and donated to Minnesota State Mankato by 
Fred and Karin Bock. The mace was created by Phil Swan ‘68.

Presidential Medallion
The Minnesota State University, Mankato Medallion is a round 
bronze piece that features the University seal and is worn 
around the neck of the President. The University seal is the official 
representation of Minnesota State University, Mankato, and use of 
it or its image is reserved for only the most dignified of occasions. 

International and Native American Flags
The international flags represent countries and sovereign nations 
of our students. All 11 Minnesota Reservation flags are also 
represented.

Honor Guard
The special honor guard presenting our national colors is from the 
Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC).

Faculty Honor Marshal
A faculty member from each college serves as an ambassador 
during their college’s commencement ceremony and sits on stage 
with the platform party. Being a Faculty Honor Marshal is an 
esteemed privilege and is typically granted to a tenured professor 
or highly regarded individual. 

Symbolism and Traditions
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Each year, Minnesota State University, Mankato seeks incoming first-year and transfer students who demonstrate top academic performance, 
strong leadership skills, and a commitment to community involvement. Funding for Presidential Scholarships comes from businesses, estates and 
individuals throughout Minnesota and the nation. Minnesota State Mankato honors graduates of the Presidential Scholarship program.

Sydney Blake, Bachelor of Science, Psychology
Nevaeh Braucks, Bachelor of Arts, Theatre Arts

Michael Groves, Bachelor of Science, Management
Nick Huynh, Bachelor of Science, Biology

Rachel Luedtke, Bachelor of Science, Accounting
Stephanie Phillips, Bachelor of Science, Psychology
Kortney Southwick, Bachelor of Science, Statistics

Presidential Scholars

The printed commencement program is a ceremonial publication. The program is not intended to be an official representation of University 
records. The use of this program to signify completion of a Minnesota State University, Mankato degree is strictly prohibited. This program was 
designed and printed by Minnesota State University, Mankato Printing Services. 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and completeness. We apologize for any omissions, misspellings or misplaced names. Contact 
the Office of Registration and Academic Records at 507-389-6266 (voice), 800-625-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY) with questions or corrections for 
undergraduate degrees. Contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 507-389-5684 (voice), 800-625-3529 or 711 (MRS/TTY) with questions or 
corrections for graduate degrees.

Graduates and their families are invited to an alumni celebration by the iconic Alumni Arch either before or after your commencement ceremony. 
Members of the Alumni Association will be there to welcome you into the #MavFam of more than 135,000 proud Mavericks who call Minnesota 
State University, Mankato their alma mater. Alumni Board members and Stomper will be on hand to assist with photo ops, answer questions, hand 
out swag to our new alumni and enter you into drawings for Maverick prizes. The Alumni Association hopes you make the most of your day; we 
would love to be a part of it!

Alumni Association at Alumni Arch
Friday, May 5,  2:00–6:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 6, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Share photos of your special day on Instagram or Twitter and use #MavGrad or #MavGrad2023. Tagged photos will be featured on our 
gallery at www.mnsu.edu/mavgrad.

Join the Alumni Celebration

Share Your Commencement Photos
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Starbucks in the Centennial Student Union is open Friday, 7:00 
a.m.–9:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Einstein’s Bagels in Myers Field House hallway is open Saturday, 
8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Barnes and Noble Bookstore has items for purchase in the hallway 
outside the arena.

Roses and gifts are available for purchase in the hallway outside 
the arena. Proceeds go to the Asian American Affairs Association.

Live web streaming services are provided by Minnesota State 
Mankato’s IT Solutions.

Lost and Found Area is located in Myers Field House, Room 
MF129.

Photo Opportunities are available outside (weather permitting), 
including the Alumni Arch, Bell Tower, Gateway/Stone Pillars, 
Minnesota State mound (corner of Stadium and Warren), Fountain, 
and Flame (in front of Wigley Administration Center).

GradImages will be taking individual and family portraits for 
graduates and their families in Myers Field House. No appointment 
is necessary and portrait sittings are free. Grad Images will also be 
taking candid photographs of the graduates during the ceremony. 
You may place orders at www.gradimages.com.

Miscellaneous Information

Breastfeeding/Lactation Room for nursing mothers is located in 
Taylor Center, Room TC171. (See map below.)
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A place where big ideas meet real-world thinking.

Our tradition began in 1868, when we opened our doors to 27 students with dreams of becoming teachers. More than 

150 years later, we have become a comprehensive doctoral university with more than 13,000 students, 2,000 faculty and 

staff and 130,000 alumni worldwide. Together, we are committed to breaking down barriers, creating solutions and achieving 

a new level of greatness. And together, we will pursue bigger ideas, apply real-world thinking more broadly and give students 

the tools to take the inspired actions they want to make in our region, state and world.
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