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Investment Stewardship Impact

Your impact at a glance...

$1.85 million
Total amount committed to 
endowed funds in 2019. 

153
Endowment funds that 

received gifts or pledged 
commitments in 2019.

17
New endowment funds in 

process of being fully endowed. 
Once fully funded, they will also 
benefit students into perpetuity.

$54.3 million
Endowment market value as of 

December 31, 2019.

437
Individuals and organizations 

that contributed gifts to 
endowment funds in 2019.

$1.96 million
Amount that will be distributed 

from the endowment for the 
2020-21 academic year.

344
Endowments that are actively 

supporting scholarships, 
research, and programs all 

across our campus.

233
Unique scholarship 

opportunities funded through  
the endowment.



$54,256,025

$58,384

Total value of the 
Minnesota State Mankato Foundation Endowment in 2019

Market Value (in millions)

$54,256,025
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I Believe in You
Cameron Laudert grew up being told he wasn’t much. Too often, he believed it. Born on the 

White Earth Reservation to alcoholic parents, his eventual adoption gave him a better 
home environment. Yet his schooling was riddled with taunts of being different and 

weird. Drugs and alcohol followed.

He joined the Army and in 2015, a platoon sergeant offered four words that 
Laudert says made a difference: “I believe in you.” 

“It stuck with me,” he says. “When somebody believes in you, you go searching 
for the why.”

As he searched to understand why someone could believe in him, Laudert 
enrolled at South Central College, then Minnesota State University, Mankato. At the 

University, he found more people who believed in him through the Andreas American 
Indian scholarship, provided by the late David Andreas and his wife, Debbie. 

Now a junior majoring in biology and psychology, he plans to attend medical school 
and become a psychiatrist. He’ll specialize in addiction studies, then return to the 
reservation and provide sorely needed care for his Minnesota Ojibwe community. 

“I want to bring a little bit of hope to my people,” he said. 

He owes his own hope to the people who believed in him. “People like David and Debbie Andreas, the 
faculty and staff at Minnesota State Mankato,” Laudert says. “They all invest time, effort and belief in students.”

 

What $50,000 invested in the endowment  
five years ago would be worth today
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FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Allan Bohlke ’86
Jim Clark ’79
Craig Gomez ’78
John Green ’81
Paul Hanson ’84
Bobbie Hubbard
Timothy Huebsch ’02
Rod Johnson ’80
Leslie Karam ’88
Barb Kaus
Jean Fitterer Lance ’83
Jerry Lee ’77
Jim Lund ’85, ’86
Robert Makela ’86
Rod Schmidt ’73
Jennifer Spaude ’97
Chad Tischer
Darryl Wills ’88

EX-OFFICIO 
MEMBERS
Richard W. Davenport,  
 President
Kent Stanley,  
 Vice President for  
 University Advancement
Richard J. Straka ’09, 
 Vice President  
 for Finance and  
 Administration
Lisa Hughes ’05,  
 Alumni Board Chair

The above pie chart shows the breakdown of investment strategy.

By partnering with Northern Trust, the Foundation is able to ensure that 
the endowment is invested to position assets into perpetuity regardless 
of market fluctuations. When markets are high, we are able to re-invest 
a portion of earnings back into the endowment. When markets are low, 
dollars are still available because of this re-investment. Allocations are 
reviewed by the Foundation’s investment committee every three years  
with adjustments being made based on current strategies and vigilant  
risk management.

WHAT WE’RE INVESTED IN

US Equity 25%

Developed
International
Equity 16%

Emerging Market
Equity 9%

Natural Resources 7%

Hedge Funds 5%
Private Equity 4%

High Yield Bonds 5% 

Real Estate & Infrastructure 5%

Investment Grade Bonds
20%

Inflation Protected Bonds 2%

Cash 2%


