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INTERNATIONAL  SCHOLARS
The Mary Taggart/Wally & Jean Jaax 
Memorial Scholar

Julian Bernal
Bogotá, Colombia 
Mechanical Engineering Major
“Receiving this scholarship is a great 
distinction for me. This recognition will not 
only make me work harder on finishing my career in Mechanical 
Engineering, but will also give me extra incentive to continue my 
education much farther after finishing my undergraduate studies.”

The Viola Holbrook & Jane Roberts 
Memorial Scholar

Bishal Maharjan
Kathmandu, Nepal

Physics Major
“I feel honored to receive this Endowment 

Scholarship. The scholarship not only helps 
me financially, but also motivates me to work even harder to 
achieve academic excellence and maintain the standard of this 
scholarship. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the 
scholarship committee, ISSS and all donors.”

The Florence Sponberg Scholar

Karishma Manandhar
Kathmandu, Nepal
Nursing Major
“I am honored and pleased to be 
one of the scholars of the renowned 
Endowment Scholarship. It encourages 
me to put in more effort to extract the true value of this 
scholarship. I am grateful to my family, friends, all donors, the 
Endowment committee and the staff of the IC.”

The Elizabeth Kearney Scholar

Sobia Khan
Karachi, Pakistan
Corporate Finance Major

“I feel fortunate and blessed for being 
selected to receive the Elizabeth Kearney 

award. My desire to seek a high education level 
at Minnesota State Mankato drove me to apply for this award, 
which has brought me closer to realizing my dream which many 
people around the world, sadly, do not enjoy.”

The Louise Steele Syverson & Linda 
Steele Scholar

Smita Sikhrakar
Kathmandu, Nepal
Nursing Major
“I am extremely honored to be one 
of the recipients of the Endowment 
Scholarship. This Scholarship encourages me to continue my hard 
work and accept the challenging nursing course. I want to express 
my gratitude to Endowment Committee, donors, and the Kearney 
International Center for their generosity.”

The Beatrice & Joseph Moosally 
Scholar

Nansy Pradhan
Kathmandu, Nepal
International Relations Major

“I am extremely grateful to the 
International Center and the Scholarship 

Committee for considering me worthy of an International Student 
Endowment Scholarship. I would also like to thank my family and 
friends who have supported me. This scholarship will motivate me 
to go farther than I thought possible.”

The Carole & Dwain Petersen Scholar

Fatima-Zohra 
Cherkaoui El Moursli
Rabat, Morocco
Software Engineering Major
“It is important for me to keep learning 
and enjoy being challenged in my daily 
life. ‘Dreams are today’s answers to tomorrow’s questions’. I 
had a dream to become an engineer and today by being at 
Minnesota State Mankato I’m making my dream a reality.”

Gladys Olson & William Olszewski 
International Student Endowment 
Scholarship 

Oleksandr Komarenko
Kiev, Ukraine

Ed. D. in Counselor Education 
& Supervision

“I am humbled and honored to be awarded the Gladys Olson 
and William Olszewski International Student Endowment 
Scholarship. It will help me complete my doctoral degree in 
College Student Affairs, and upon graduation, to work toward 
advancing education worldwide, even if it is one student 
at a time.”

The Dr. Kuhn H. Lee Scholar

Riya Gurung
Kathmandu, Nepal
Communication Disorder Major
“I appreciate your consideration and 
would like to thank all the Scholarship 
Committee for selecting me as one of 
the recipients of International Student Endowment Scholarship. I 
am excited and would like to assure everyone that this opportunity 
will be taken as a positive reinforcement to achieve my goal.”

Elizabeth & Wynn Kearney International Center

International
Student Endowment
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MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR 

Dear Friends of the
Endowment and of
International Students:

It’s always a great pleasure, as well as something of 
a challenge, to write to you who share a passion for 
supporting international students on the Minnesota 
State Mankato campus. All of us feel a thrill of delight 
when we encounter students from so far away—from 
Asia and Southeast Asia, from Africa and the Middle 
East, from Europe and the Americas, from distant 
places in the Pacific. I think the reason for this frisson 
is that we harbor a secret (or maybe not-so-secret) 
appreciation, an understanding that their presence 
among us brings gifts with it: gifts of music, dance 
and song; of dress, habits and mores. And food! 
And, as our Scholars demonstrate in spades, acute 
intellectual abilities. All of these have the potential to 
enrich—and sometimes challenge—our own views 
and outlooks. From this can come an enlarged and 
expanded vision of our common humanity as well 
as our greatest of all needs: to find out how we can 
work in concert to build a world of cooperation, of 
appreciation of differences, of a sense of that we are 
all brothers and sisters, we are all of one family. 

And so our brochure is a celebration of diversity as 
well as of accomplishment. Our Committee and the 
international students featured here are profoundly 
grateful for your gifts and your 
support. We hope we can count 
on your continued assistance.

Bill Olszewski
Chair, International Student 
Endowment Committee

ENDOWMENT AND ISSS NEWSBRIEFS
> This winter we lost a long-time supporter and bygone-era 

gentleman, Cornelius Votca. Cornelius was one of the 
constants at our meetings; there he was, steadfast and 
swift to shake every hand before we began our business. 
We miss him sorely. There seems to be a hole in our 
meeting-circle.

> Cita Maignes, International Recruitment and Retention 
Specialist, has, with the burgeoning Friendship Family 
Program, established a bicycle-loan program for 
internationals.

> Jackson Wu, an ’83 alumnus from Taiwan, received 
a Minnesota State Mankato Distinguished Alumni 
Achievement Award last spring. The awards are 
presented to graduates “who have achieved high rank 
or honor in their professions, have a widespread effect 
on their communities, and are recognized for their 
achievements over the course of their careers”.

> ISSS Director Tom Gjersvig was invited to a two-week 
Fulbright International Education Administrators Seminar 
in South Korea. Participants saw various institutions of 
higher learning and discussed the particular needs of 
Korean students who come here. They also explored the 
increased services in Korea for study abroad students.

> ISSS continues to be acknowledged by the U.S. 
government agencies overseeing student programs. The 
result has been an increase in incoming students from 
central & eastern Europe and from former soviet republics.

> Total scholarship grants for the 2010-11 year amounted 
to $17,650. Our costs were limited to the price of 
printing brochures, about $650. Thus about 96% of our 
earnings goes toward scholarships.

2010-2011 INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Brenda Flannery, Thomas Gjersvig, Donna & Dale Hanke, 

Sandy Hyde & Creighton Wersal, Elizabeth 
Kearney, Bea & Joe Moosally, Ellen 

Mrja, Gladys Olson, Kelley Olson, 
Bill Olszewski (Chair), Carole & 
Dwain Petersen, Nansy Pradhan 
(Student Representative), 
Margaret & Dan Preska, Julie 
Rabaey, Sam Roy, Karen & 
Dennis Sandersfeld, Florence 
Sponberg, Jo & Chuck Syverson, 
Natha Townsend

Annuities/Bequests/Trusts
Claire & Hazel Faust (T)
Beatrice & Joseph Moosally (B)
Gladys Olson (T)
Willliam Olszewski (B)
George & Nadine Sugden (T)

$50,000+
Waldo R. Jaax Estate
Mary C. Taggart Estate

$35,000-$49,999
William Olszewski
Dwain & Carole Petersen
Florence Sponberg

$25,000-$34,999
Elizabeth Kearney
Joseph & Beatrice Moosally
JoAnn & Charles Syverson

$10,000-$24,999
Francois & Jill Hamze
Wynn & Ginnette Kearney
Jane A. Roberts*

$5,000-$9,999
Melvin Alms
Viola F. Holbrook*
John Just
Jane & Mike Kearney
Iris Nigg Lundin
Clarence R. Perisho*
Daniel & Margaret Preska

$3,000$4,999
Laurena A. Beadle*
Sandra Hyde & Creighton Wersal
Kuhn & Bang Lee
Irene E. Nydahl*

$1,000-$2,999
Abdo Publishing Company
Bethlehem Women of the ELCA
William & Karen Bieber
Antusa & Benjamin Bryant
Benjamin & Antusa Bryant
Gleamon Merf Cansler
Charley’s Restaurant
Hsi-Chiung Chou
Thomas & Mary Dedricks
Claire E. Faust*
Marjorie Fitterer

ENDOWMENT SUSTAINERS
The Endowment Committee wishes to recognize and 
thank every donor as well as those who have included 
the Endowment in their Annuities, Bequests or Trusts.

Govenaires Drum & Bugle Corps
Veda B. Halvorson*
Dale & Donna Hanke
Francis* & Evelyn* Hatfield
HickoryTech Foundation
Han-Way & Kuo Huang
Douglas & Patricia Johnson
Beneta F. Just*
Kato Engineering
Yi Lou & Fanny Chao
Cita Maignes
James & Kathleen Malcolm
Mankato Motors
Ellen Mrja & Stephen Moline
Theodore L. Nydahl*
Ki Kyung & Jeong Seo Park
Prudential Foundation Matching 

Gifts
Fern R. Rosenquist*
Rotary Club of Mankato
Shyamal (Sam) & Mary Roy
Eric Schultz
Jay Shahidi & Csilla Grauzer
Mary Thompson
Rebecca Ueland
Cornelius F. Votca*
Lorraine Wright
Youwen Xu
Neil & Carolyn Yang

$500-$999
Joseph & Meredith Abdo
Muriel S. Berndt*
Best Western Hotel & Restaurant
L D. Bond*
Muriel Buscher*
Jean E. Carlstrom*
Fanny Chao & Yi Lou
Sung Cho
Ogden & Jane Confer
Andrew & Betty Een
FirePond, Inc.
Owen & Ruth Germundson
Thomas & Leita Gjersvig
Great Ocean Insurance Co
Turgut Guvenli
Holiday Inn Express
Sheng-Hsing Hsiao
Kato Moving & Storage, Mayflower
Rea-Shen & Lilai Ko
Thomas & Joanne Lee
Donald Linder

Joyce MacRae
Milton D. Mason*
Ethel Medalen
Ruth Miner-Kessel
Philip & Lorrie Oswald
Kenneth Pengelly & David Engen
Lucille Prinsen
Stewart & Elizabeth Lawrence Ross
David & Donna Salsbery
Dennis & Karen Sandersfeld
Loretta Santacroce & Mark Hellrung
Arthur E. Schrader*
Schwickert’s of Mankato, Inc.

Nithyanantha Sevanthinathan
Young-Chi & Ruu-Liang Tang
Narciso & Luth Tenorio
Timothy & Anne Violet
John Votca & Phyllis Catlett-Votca
Metone Wamma & Mary Wagner
Wells Fargo Bank - Mankato

$1.00-$499
509 Donors

* Indicates deceased

2010 SPRING SEMESTER
POPULATION STATISTICS
BY CLASSIFICATION 

Doctoral 5 
Graduate 161 
Undergraduate 422 
TOTAL 588 

BY COUNTRY AND 
REGION 

AFRICA 
Benin 2
Burkina Faso 3
Cameroon 11
Ehtiopia 7
Gambia 1
Ghana 8
Ivory Coast 3
Kenya 13
Malawi 1
Mali 1
Morocco 1
Niger 1
Nigeria 17
Senegal 4
South Africa 2
Tanzania 7
Togo 4
Zambia 1
Zimbabwe 1
TOTAL 88

ASIA
Australia 1
Armenia 1
Bangladesh 24

China 9
Hong Kong 3
India 64
Indonesia 2
Japan 22
Khazakhastan 2
Malaysia 7
Nepal 137
Pakistan 29
Repubic of Korea 51
Sri Lanka 25
Taiwan 8
Thailand 1
Turkmenistan 1
Uzbekistan 1
Vietnam 3
TOTAL 391

EUROPE
Czech Republic 1
Finland 3
France 3
Germany 2
Lithuania 1
Moldova 16
Netherlands 4
Norway 2
Romania 1
Russian Federation 1
Serbia 2
Sweden 3
Ukraine 6
TOTAL 45

MIDDLE EAST
Bahrain 2
Isreal 1
Jordan 1
Lebanon 1
Saudi Arabia 24
Syria 1
Turkey 3
UAE 3
TOTAL 36

THE AMERICAS and
OCEANEA
Bahamas 1
Brazil 1
Canada 6
Colombia 7
Costa Rica 1
Ecuador 2
El Salvador 1
Guatemala 1
Honduras 1
Jamaica 1
Mexico 1
Micronesia 1
Nicaragua 1
Peru 1
Venezuela 2
TOTAL 28

TOTAL ENROLLED 588
OPT 90
TOTAL 678

Total Number of 
Countries 75

We deeply appreciate the interest in and concern for
international students represented by your gifts.


