
The Mary Taggert Scholar
Sashindra Shrestha
Kathmandu, Nepal
Information Systems Major
“I am grateful and feel honored to 
have received this scholarship. I 
have made my parents proud. This 
scholarship is a blessing to me, providing hope, enthusiasm 
and encouragement to do better academically, personally and 
financially. Now, I have more time to study and take care of 
my academics.

The Elizabeth Kearney Scholar
Jedida Ouedraogo
Bobo-Dioulassom,
Burkina Faso

Chemistry Major
“I am really honored and glad to receive 

this scholarship. I thank God for that and 
also my parents who always support and encourage me in 
everything. In addition to being a financial assistance, this 
scholarship means a lot to me because it proves that hard 
work always pays off.”
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INTERNATIONAL  SCHOLARS
The Louise Steele Syverson & 
Linda Steele Scholar
Kalpana Koju
Bhaktapur, Nepal
Nursing Major
“I would like to thank donors Chuck 
and Jo Syverson, the scholarship 
committee and the ISO family for this generous scholarship. 
This scholarship helps me financially and encourages 
me to move forward in my Nursing Career to become a 
Nurse Practitioner.”

The Carole & Dwain Petersen 
Scholar
Monish Mukhiya
Kathmandu, Nepal

Master of Business 
Administration (Graduate)

“The International Student Endowment 
Scholarship is an unequivocal honor for me. My humble 
gratitude to the scholarship committee and Carole and Dwain 
Petersen for this generous opportunity. Now I can worry 
less about my  tuition and focus more on my studies and 
community work.”

The Gladys Olson/
William Olszewski Scholar
Cristina Hracovschi
Chisinau, Moldova
Mass Media
“I feel blessed and honored to receive 
such a prestigious and competitive 
scholarship. The scholarship gives me chance and hope. 
Hope that one day I will be able to prove people’s trust in 
me. And a chance to continue my education and aspire for a 
better future. “

The Florence Sponberg Scholar
Subham KC
Kathmandu, Nepal
Mechanical Engineering Major

“I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to the committee members and 

people involved behind the scenes for 
their continuous support of the international student body 

at Minnesota State Mankato. This award has motivated me 
to work hard toward my goals and served as a needed 
financial relief.”

The Beatrice & Joseph Moosally 
Scholar
Neelam Khadka
Bhaktapur, Nepal
Nursing Major
“Besides relieving our financial 
burden, this Scholarship encourages 
International Students to be the best in academics and be 
involved in their community. The generosity of our sponsors 
for the Scholarship does make a difference in our lives. 
‘Thank you’ isn’t enough to show our gratitude.” 

The Waldo & Jean Jaax Scholar
Anuka Rodrigo
Sri Lanka
International Business, Marketing 

& Management Triple Major
“I am honored and humbled by 

this scholarship; knowing my hard 
work has been acknowledged spurs me to aim higher. 
This scholarship not only assists me financially, but also 
strengthens my confidence and motivation to work harder. I 
am tremendously thankful to the Endowment Committee for 
their unremitting support.”

The Dr. Kuhn H. Lee Scholar
Kirill Graminschi
Chisinau, Moldova
Accounting & Finance Double Major
“It is an honor for me to be the 
recipient of the Dr. Kuhn H. Lee 
scholarship. In my opinion, a 
scholarship is a message that the school believes in me and I 
will try to do what it takes to demonstrate the truth of it. “
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Dear Supporters of the 
Endowment and of 
International Students:

I look at the list of 
donors that appears 
in our brochures and 
am in awe.The list is 
virtually unchanged 
from year to year. It’s 
unchanged because 

you annual donors largely remain the same; only 
the amounts change. This means we can count on 
you to make contributions, although we cannot, and 
do not, take you for granted. You enable us to offer 
some of the most generous scholarships available 
at the University, and I hope you realize how prized 
our grants are by the international students. Currently 
each of our nine scholarships amount to between 
$2300 and $2500, which represents about 32% of 
an undergraduate student’s yearly tuition. The priority 
of the Endowment Committee has been to increase 
the amount rather than the number of awards, in large 
part because of dwindling state resources for higher 
education and the ever-increasing costs involved.

So I want to thank you for your steadfast support 
or, if you are not yet a contributor, to invite you to join 
us. We are a steadfast and focused group, intent 
on doing what we can to support diversity on the 
University campus. We certainly welcome like-minded 
individuals. When you see the remarks our Scholars 
make, I trust you’ll be assured that our scholarships do 
make a significant difference in their lives.

Bill Olszewski
Chair, International 
Student Endowment 
Committee

IN BRIEF 
 To track the Endowment’s impact on the lives of talented 
students, we offer a few figures:

 The Endowment, since its 1988 inception, has awarded 
a total of 197 Scholarships. The total dollar amount 
is $225,140.

 ISSS welcomed a record 251 new students in August.
 One of the many reasons why the University is attractive 
to international students is that even incoming students 
can qualify for in-state tuition if they have a sufficiently 
high GPA.

 Doni Casula is a new addition to the ISSS staff, hired 
as Assistant Director. Pat Lueck was hired as the new 
Office Manager.

 Tom Gjersvig held an alumni gathering in Seoul, joined 
by Kuhn Lee. Korean partner Catholic University of 
Dague will send more than 20 additional Dual Degree 
students to Minnesota State Mankato over the next year, 
and two exchange agreements will be signed with new 
Korean University partners. Minnesota State Mankato is 
using Alum and former Scholar Frank Mok’s company—
Insights Education Int’l—to increase the number of 
Chinese students studying at Minnesota State Mankato.

 The Friendship Family Program, under Cita Maignes’s 
direction, has blossomed. This program affords 
occasional contact between community members 
and international students, thus serving the cause of 
understanding between cultures.

 Readers of this brochure will note that the most generous 
gifts to the Endowment have been the Mary Taggart 
bequest and the Wally and Jean Jaax trust. Please 
consider a similar legacy gift. Even 5% or 10% of an 
estate would provide ongoing scholarship assistance 
and recognition in our future brochures.

2012-2013 ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Vickie Apel, Doni Casula, Brenda Flannery, Thomas 

Gjersvig, Donna Hanke, Sandy Hyde & 
Creighton Wersal, Kalpana Koju (Student 

Representative), Doug Mayo, Ruth & 
Ron Meyer, Bea & Joe Moosally, Ellen 
Mrja, Gladys Olson, Kelley Olson, Bill 
Olszewski (Chair), Carole & Dwain 
Petersen, Margaret & Dan Preska, Julie 
Rabaey, Karen & Dennis Sandersfeld, 
Florence Sponberg, Jo & Chuck 
Syverson, Maria-Claudia Tomany, 
Natha Townsend

Annuities/Bequests/Trusts
Claire & Hazel Faust (T)*
Beatrice & Joseph Moosally (B)
Gladys Olson (T)
William Olszewski (B)
George & Nadine Sugden (T)
*Signifies deceased

$50,000+
Waldo R. Jaax Estate
Mary C. Taggart Estate

$35,000 - $49,999
Gladys Olson
William Olszewski
Dwain & Carole Petersen
Florence Sponberg

$25,000-$34,999
Elizabeth M. Kearney*
Wynn & Ginnette Kearney
Joseph & Beatrice Moosally
JoAnn & Charles Syverson

$10,000-$24,999
Francois & Jill Hamze
Gladys Olson
Jane A. Roberts*

$5,000-$9,999
Melvin Alms
Viola F. Holbrook*
John Just
Jane & Mike Kearney
Kuhn & Bang Lee
Iris Nigg Lundin
Clarence* & Margaret* Perisho
Daniel & Margaret Preska
Creighton Wersal & 

Sandra Hyde

$3,000-$4,999
Laurena A. Beadle*
Dale* & Donna Hanke
Ellen Mrja & Stephen Moline
Irene E. Nydahl *

$1,000-$2,999
Abdo Publishing Company
Anonymous
Bethlehem Women of the ELCA
William & Karen Bieber

Antusa & Benjamin Bryant
Gleamon Merf Cansler
Charley’s Restaurant
Hsi-Chiung Chou
Thomas & Mary Dedricks
Claire* & Hazel Faust
Marjorie Fitterer
Govenaires Drum & Bugle Corps
Turgut Guvenli
Veda B. Halvorson*
Francis & Evelyn Hatfield*
HickoryTech Foundation
Han-Way & Kuo Huang
Douglas & Patricia Johnson
Beneta F. Just*
Kato Engineering
Yi Lou & Fanny Chao
Cita Maignes
James & Kathleen Malcolm
Mankato Motors
Ki Kyung & Jeong Seo Park
Prudential Foundation 

Matching Gifts
Fern R. Rosenquist*
Rotary Club of Mankato
Shyamal & Mary Roy
Dennis & Karen Sandersfeld
Eric Schultz
Jay Shahidi & Csilla Grauzer
Mary Thompson
Rebecca Ueland
Cornelius F. Votca*
Lorraine Wright
Youwen Xu
Neil & Carolyn Yang

$500-$999
Joseph & Meredith Abdo
Muriel S. Berndt*
Best Western Hotel & Restaurant
L. D. Bond*
Muriel Buscher*
Jean E. Carlstrom*
Sung Cho
Ogden & Jane Confer
Andrew & Betty Een
FPX. LLC
Owen & Ruth Germundson
Thomas & Leita Gjersvig
Great Ocean Insurance Co
Holiday Inn Express
Sheng-Hsing Hsiao

Kato Moving & 
Storage, Mayflower

Rea-Shen & Lilai Ko
Thomas & Joanne Lee
Donald Linder
Joyce MacRae
Milton D. Mason*
Ethel Medalen
Ruth Miner-Kessel
Scott & Kelley Olson
Philip & Lorrie Oswald
Kenneth Pengelly & 
 David Engen
Lucille Prinsen
Stewart & Elizabeth 

Lawrence Ross

David & Donna Salsbery
Loretta Santacroce & 

Mark Hellrung
Arthur E. Schrader*
Schwickert’s of Mankato, Inc.
Nithyanantha Sevanthinathan
Young-Chi & Ruu-Liang Tang
Narciso & Luth Tenorio
Timothy & Anne Violet
John Votca & Phyllis Catlett-Votca
Metone Wamma & 

Mary Wagner
Wells Fargo Bank - Mankato

$1.00-$499
543 donors
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ENDOWMENT SUSTAINERS (*Signifies deceased)

2012 SPRING SEMESTER
POPULATION STATISTICS
BY CLASSIFICATION 

Doctoral 5 
Graduate 148 
Undergraduate 537 
TOTAL 690 

BY COUNTRY AND 
REGION 

AFRICA 
Burkina Faso 7
Cameroon 7
Ehtiopia 6
Gabon 1
Gambia 1
Ghana 7
Ivory Coast 5
Kenya 11
Liberia 1
Libya 1
Mali 1
Mauritania 1
Niger 2
Nigeria 24
Senegal 7
South Africa 4
Tanzania 3
Togo 4
Uganda 2
Zambia 1
Zimbabwe 3
TOTAL 99

ASIA
Bangladesh 29
Cambodia 2
China 20
Hong Kong 1

India 30
Indonesia 5
Japan 29
Kazakhstan 1
Kyrgyzstan 2
Malaysia 7
Mongolia 2
Myanmar 2
Nepal 108
Pakistan 32
Philippines 2
Repubic of Korea 54
Singapore 1
Sri Lanka 26
Taiwan 3
Thailand 3
Uzbekistan 4
Vietnam 9
TOTAL 372

EUROPE
Belarus 1
Bulgaria 1
Finland 2
France 6
Georgia 1
Germany 5
Italy 1
Kosovo 3
Moldova 20
Netherlands 2
Norway 5
Romania 1
Russian Federation 1
Serbia 2
Spain 1
Sweden 4

Turkey 3
Ukraine 7
United Kingdon 6
TOTAL 72

MIDDLE EAST
Bahrain 1
Egypt 2
Iran 1
Iraq 1
Lebanon 1
Saudi Arabia 99
TOTAL 105

THE AMERICAS and
OCEANIA
Australia 1
Bahamas 2
Bolivia 1
Brazil 2
Canada 13
Colombia 14
Ecuador 1
Mexico 2
Peru 1
Venezuela 1
TOTAL 38

TOTAL ENROLLED 690
OPT 135
TOTAL 825

Total Number 
of Countries 72


